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Fellow Buffalo,  I hope that all 
has been well with you since 
the last Buffalo Bugle and I’d 
like to first wish the men of the 
1st Battalion our best in their 
deployment to Afghanistan for 
Operation Enduring Freedom.  
I’m confidant that the battalion 
will serve with distinction and 
write their own history in the  
Lineage of the 17th Infantry 
Regiment.  Our thoughts and 
prayers are with you all.

Seventeen years ago, LTG “Buf-
falo Bill” Quinn had a vision of 
a unified, national 17th Infan-
try Regiment Association.  At 
the time, there were two 17th 
Infantry Regiment Associations 
comprised of World War II veter-
ans and Korean War Veterans 
and the merge wasn’t as smooth 
as you might think.  Also at the 
time, there were three active 
battalions of the 17th Infantry, 
but unfortunately two were 
deactivated in 1993.  The 1st 
Battalion has always been an 
active part of this Association 
and much of that is in part due 
to the leadership shown by such 
men as CSM Tim Green.  

Buffalo Bill Quinn was always 
a figure in all four of the bat-
talions and I’m sure that he’d be 
proud of what this Association 
has become.  We are almost 
1,000 members strong with 
veterans from every era repre-
sented in our ranks.  You won’t 
find factions within this Orga-
nization because we’re all part 
of something bigger, something 
that over shadows what battal-
ion you were in, what conflict, 
or what rank you were.  We’re 
all “Buffalo” and I’m proud to 
be a part of this brotherhood.

This will be my last article as 
your President and I’d like to say 
that it has been a memorable 
three years and I’m honored to 
have served this great organi-
zation..  If the next President 
wishes, I’ll still stay on as your 
Bugle Editor, Web Master, and 
junior Historian.  I had planned 
on running again because of the 
activation of another battalion, 
but when that fell through, I de-
cided to give someone else the 
opportunity to lead the Associa-
tion.  We’ll still need someone 
to fill the Membership Chair-
man position and I’d like to get 
someone to volunteer for this 
that doesn’t already have any 
duties in the Association.  This 
is an important job that requires 
a few hours a week, sometimes 
every other week.  We really 
have to get away from piling 
work on to existing Officers 
and Board Members because 
every job is important in this 
organization and if you start to 
wear too many hats, well other 
responsibilities start to suffer.  
Please contact us if interested.

The New Infantry Museum 
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opened up this past week and 
I can’t wait to visit it next year 
when the Association hosts 
it’s 2010 reunion in Columbus, 
Georgia.  What a marvelous 
tribute to all Infantrymen who 
have served this great nation in 
peace time and war.  My con-
gratulations to all of those who 
made it possible and if you’re 
not a member of the National 
Infantry Association, you should 
support that organization by 
joining, as there is still much 
work to be done.  CSM Green 
and I have also talked about 
getting a “Buffalo” chapter 
together within the National 
Infantry Association to show 
the Regiments support.  You’ll 
find an application on page 26 
of this publication.  Speaking 
of the new museum, we really 
need to look at getting the me-
morial moved to that new facil-
ity and if that’s not a reasonable 
outlook, at the least, we need 
to make improvements, add 
pavers, add lighting, landscap-
ing, and correct some issues on 
the monument where it stands 
today at Sacrifice field.  Items 
would include the addition of 
Operation Enduring Freedom / 
Afghanistan to the Regiment’s 
Battle Honors.  Tim Green also 
purchased a paver for the new 
Infantry Museum to honor the 
17th Infantry Regiment.  He paid 
for this out of his own pocket, 
and this is yet, just another 
example of his dedication to this 
Association and Regiment.

I’d like to mention that this year 
marks the 20 year anniversary 
of the Invasion of Panama, of-
ficially dubbed “Operation Just 
Cause.”  The 4th and 3rd battal-
ion’s participated in this conflict 

and the 17th Infantry Regiment 
lost several men due to combat 
operations and a bad helicopter 
accident that happened days 
after the official end of the 
conflict.

We all know 17th Infantry 
Regiment veterans that are not 
yet members of this great As-
sociation.  I’ll be happy to send 
a complimentary Buffalo Bugle 
to a prospect, but we all need 
to solicit others to join and 
support the cause to keeping 
the Regiment proud and strong 
for many years to come.  For a 
small membership fee, veterans 
will stay up to date on current 
activities as well as get a look 
into our history with stories 
of past eras.  I’ve also include 
some information fields on the 
back of our membership appli-
cation.  Please take the time to 
fill this out when renewing your 
membership and also, if you’re 
a Life Member, please feel free 
to fill this out and send it in to 
the Association.  

Recently I was contacted by 
an individual who’s client had 
been an officer with the 17th 
Infantry Regiment during World 
War II and when they passed 
away recently, the family was 
going to throw away his photo 
album and documents from the 
war.  Fortunately for us, she 
recognized that this would be 
appreciated by someone and 
contacted me via the web site.  
She’ll be sending it to me soon 
and I’ll scan the photos and 
send the originals to our Histo-
rian, Bruce Frazer.  I’m sure this 
happens all the time and this is 
the very reason why I continu-
ally ask for your photographs to 

duplicate for our records.  Photo 
copies are not an option for 
quality copies so please contact 
me if you have original photo-
graphs and or color slides from 
your time in the 17th Infantry 
Regiment.  I’m interested in all 
eras, so please consider.

Congratulations to Colonel Steve 
Gardner as he was selected to 
be our new “Honorary Colonel 
of the 17th Infantry Regiment.”  
Steve lives close to Ft Lewis, 
Washington and will be able 
to represent the Association in 
many future 1st Battalion func-
tions.

I hope to see you all at the San 
Antonio, Texas reunion in Sep-
tember.  The weather will be 
hot, but I believe that it will be 
an excellent location and if you 
attend, I know that you won’t 
regret it.  No excuse to miss this 
reunion if you’re a Texan!

“MASTERS OF THE NIGHT”

Donald ShookB 4-17 IN1984-1988
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Our association has in its files re-
ports on the Attack at Pearl Harbor 
by two eye witnesses who are mem-
bers of our Association.  This is the 
second and last account of the se-
ries .

The following story about the Pearl 
Harbor attack is from a draft of
Mr. Ed Boyles’ draft of “Ed’s Odys-
sey” last modified on 12/27/06. Mr. 
Boyles gave me this copy at the re-
union at Ft. Louis, Washington.  I 
have omitted some of his story from 
1938 thru December 1, 1941.  This 
story begins with Mr. Boyles as the 
acting Sgt Major for Colonel Wil-
liam J. Flood, who commanded the 
Post at Wheeler Field.

On Monday, December the 1st 
when I came to work, intelligence 
channels were starting to hum with 
activity and by Friday the 5th, air-
craft were dispersed around the pe-
rimeter of the airfield and stowed in 
protective bunkers.  The Post Com-
mander, Col William J. Flood, sent 
a message to higher headquarters 
advising of the protective measures 
being taken.  Saturday morning he 
received a confidential message 
that this was a Sabotage Alert and 
he would assemble the aircraft and 
post guards around them.  Col. Flood 
expressed his objection in very salty 
language but, complied with orders. 

When he left I found myself alone in 
the Headquarters with the classified 
message in my hands. In those days 
only Officers were allowed combi-
nations to safes.  Rather than con-
tact an Officer I folded the message 
up and hid it in my foot locker.

On Sunday morning, while mow-
ing the lawn, I heard numerous ex-
plosions on the base and I got into 
a blue jump suit and headed for 
Wheeler Field proper.  As I entered 
a road leading to the Headquarters 
building I noticed some people ly-
ing in a ditch at the edge of the road.  
Before I had time to wonder what 
was going on I heard machine gun 
fire and saw an airplane shooting 
at me.  I immediately assumed the 
same prone position as the other 
people.

As soon as the plane went by, I got 
up and ran about 50 yards before 
the plane came back.  I was strafed 
two more times before getting to my 
office.  Finding no one there I ran 
down to the supply room to get a 
helmet and a weapon.  I could still 
hear explosions.  I passed a couple 
of damaged hangers and one bar-
racks was smoking.  By the time I 
got to the Guard House/Fire Station, 
the attack had stopped and I went 
back to Headquarters.

Back at Post Headquarters people 
had started to come in to work.
I walked out on the second story 
balcony to survey the damage.
There was damage to all the han-
gars.  A tent city down on the han-
gar line was a shambles.  Almost all 
aircraft appeared to be destroyed.  
The Post Commander, Col Flood, 
was also on the balcony.  He had the 
same look on his face as when he 
received orders to assemble the air-
craft and post Guards around them.  
I knew then how close he came to 
disobeying orders on Saturday.  It 
was at this time that a terrible rage 
built up in me.  This anger was not 

only at the Japanese but, also at our 
leaders that had allowed this to hap-
pen.  This anger was to remain with 
me till the end of the war.

I had come to work in a Blue Jump 
suit.  At about noon I made a se-
curity check of Kipapa Gulch which 
was beyond the western end of 
the main runway.  It had been re-
ported that a Japanese Plane had 
gone down somewhere in the area.  
While I was there troops from Scho-
field Barracks set up a perimeter de-
fense around Wheeler Field.  About 
the same time it was reported that 
saboteurs had landed on Oahu in 
blue jump suits.  Here I was just out-
side the perimeter of a bunch of trig-
ger happy troops in a blue jump suit 
not knowing that I looked like the 
enemy.  Luckily two of my friends, 
Al Loveland and George Biggs rec-
ognized my danger, found me and 
escorted me to safety back thru the 
troops.  I can only imagine the story 
the troops made out of that.

Sunday night the few planes that 
were repairable were safely in bun-
kers and guards posted.  Blackout 
rules were in effect which made 
things very difficult as windows 
were not yet blacked out and door-
ways did not have a light baffle.  De-
pendents had been moved to Scho-
field Barracks.  The troops that had 
been in the Tent City on the hanger 
line and living in the two barracks 
that were damaged slept in cots in 
the Officers Club and the Enlisted 
Club.  The S-2 office was given the 
mission of responding to all calls 
for help.  This was Sgt. Van Noy and 
myself.
Monday morning I was called to the 
East Gate. When I got there I found 
a truck load of Philippine workers 
from a sugar plantation.  They all 
had machetes in their hands.  One 
of the Filipinos said that there was 
a report that a Japanese plane had 
landed in a cane field and they
~ Continued on Page 7
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When Nancy and I decided in 
2005 that we were capable of pro-
ducing a documentary about the 
history of the 17th Infantry Regi-
ment in the Korean War, which 
has come to be known by some 
as “the forgotten war,” we never 
imagined that it would ultimately 
take the better part of two years 
of our life together. When you are 
getting close to 75, as I was, two 
years can be very precious time!  
Moreover, we never imagined 
where this road would take us, 
nor that we would end up with a 
3 ½ hour video project, and argu-
ably the only major visual and 
oral history of an Infantry unit in 
that war.

Traveling the highways and by-
ways of this great country of ours, 
we met and spoke with 48 heroes 
and their families, who warmly 
opened their homes to two total 
strangers. Their stories warmed 
our hearts as we began to real-
ize that, in our own little way, 
we were documenting for poster-
ity a part of the great American 
story.  Even when the project was 
completed and “in the can,” so 
to speak, the stories kept com-
ing, and continue to do so, almost 

every week, as people apparently 
learn of our project.  We learned 
so much more about the great 
Buffalo heroes of that war as 
we delved into their lives. We’ve 
visited the grave site of posthu-
mous Medal of Honor recipient, 
1st Lt. Richard Shea, and had the 
honor to participate in a beauti-
ful celebration of his life at the 
Virginia high school Alma Mater, 
and to introduce his diminutive, 
but still beautiful, widow, Joyce 
Himka, the mother of the son he 
never saw, to the membership at 
the 2008 reunion, when both he 
and she were designated “Dis-
tinguished Members of the Regi-
ment.”
Many of you already know, 
Medal of Honor recipient Ray 
Harvey was likewise one of the 
great heroes of the 17th Infantry 
Regiment in the Korean War, and 
before he passed was a member 
of our Association. You may also 
know that he was a member of 
the Chickasaw nation in Okla-
homa, their only Medal of Honor 
recipient, and until recently had 
not even been recognized by the 
Chickasaw nation.  It was only 
when my wife Nancy read his 
story in the Buffalo Bugle that she 
learned that he had spent much 
of his youth in the small town of 
Sulphur, Oklahoma.  Nancy had 
also lived in Sulphur during her 
Junior High School years, when 
her Dad, career military, was sta-
tioned at a nearby Air Force base 
in Ardmore, OK. She was certain 
that Sulphur was not aware of 
Harvey, as she had never heard of 
this great hero in her years there, 
a very small town where everyone 
knew most everyone else. 
At that point, her wheels began 
to turn, and she began to con-
tact past friends from Sulphur. 

It turned out that she was on the 
money, as no one in Sulphur, 
nor in the Chickasaw nation, had 
ever heard of one of the great-
est American military heroes, as 
he had never been registered by 
his mother with the Chickasaw 
nation.  Thus, we decided that a 
recipient of the Distinguished Ser-
vice Cross in WW II, the Medal 
of Honor in the Korean War, and 
numerous other citations, such as 
the Croix de Guerre, needed to 
be recognized in his home town. 
Nancy made contact with the 
Chickasaw nation and the town’s 
historian and attempted to find 
the Harvey family, which had 
long since moved west. We also 
decided to have a plaque made in 
his honor to be hung in the local 
historical museum, and March 
27, 2009 was selected as the 
date for the dedication in honor 
of Ray Harvey. One year passed 
as preparations were made for 
this momentous occasion, which 
would result in Sulphur’s and the 
Chickasaw nation’s recognition of 
a true American hero. 
Just weeks before the dedication 
date, Nancy was able to find four 
of Harvey’s children, all of whom 
now live in California, and Har-
vey’s widow, although she has yet 
to speak with her.  She also found 
some of Harvey’s other relatives 
who still live in the Oklahoma 
area but who were unknown to 
Harvey’s immediate family. Two 
of his daughters and two of their 
Oklahoma cousins attended the 
ceremony, which took place in 
the local American Legion Hall 
on a day when torrential rain was 
falling in Sulphur, and blizzard 
type snow was falling just North 
of Sulphur.  

~ Continued on Page 7
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~Continued From Page 5
wanted to go and kill the Japanese.  
I was able to get across to them that 
it was not true.

The rest of Monday was spent in 
going on a war footing.  The De-
pendents had all been evacuated to 
Schofield Barracks Sunday.  They 
were allowed to come back and pack 
their personal clothing and return 
to Schofield Barracks.  Dependents’ 
Quarters were used by the military 
that had been in the Tent City in the 
hangar area  and quartered in the 
two barracks that had been dam-
aged.  Windows were blacked out 
and Wheeler Field got ready for war.  
We had about 10 women Secretaries 
and Clerks including my sister June.  
All of them showed up Monday 
morning.  We issued them a Hel-
met and Gas Mask and they went 
to work.

The Roberts Commission arrived in 
Hawaii before Christmas and start-
ed its inquiry into what happened 
on 7 December, 41.  The commis-
sion resumed its inquiry after the 
Christmas holidays.  It wasn’t long 
before Col Flood was called before 
the Commission.  He asked me to 
get copies of the two Confidential 
messages in which he had advised 
Hawaiian Department that his air-
craft were secured in bunkers and 
was advised by Confidential mes-
sage to consolidate the aircraft and 
post guards against Sabotage attack.
I went to the message center which 
was under the control of the Signal 
Corps and check message logs.  Nei-
ther message was listed.  He asked 
me to look again.  I did with the 
same results.  As I watched the look 
on his face the light dawned.  I re-
membered the confidential message 
that I had hid in my sock the Saturday 
before December 7th.  I got it and 
handed it to him and apologized for 
violating regulations.  With a happy 
look on his face he headed off to his 
appointment with the Roberts Com-

mission.  He was back in about an 
hour and said they took the message 
and told him to return to Wheeler 
Field.  It was our belief that they 
didn’t want his appearance to be a 
part of the investigation.  The next 
day he called me into his office and 
said that my dereliction of duty by 
improperly securing a Confidential 
Document was very serious and he 
was going to fine me by giving me 
a three day pass for the next three 
weekends so I could think about my 
transgression.
 
Author’ Comment:  There are many 
anecdotes left to be told in the story 
above.  I made a promise to some 
children of members of the 17th In-
fantry that I served with that I would 
write about that part of WWII that 
their fathers participated in, Particu-
larly the Aleutian Islands, Marshal 
Islands and the Battle of Leyte.  My 
age 88 in 2006, forces me to con-
centrate on the last of my WWII Od-
yssey.

“Ed’s Odyssey”
Ed BoylesMajor, USA RET

~Continued From Page 6
Despite the horrendous weather 
conditions, a large crowd gath-
ered at the American Legion hall 
for the dedication.  An Honor 
Guard was provided by military 
veterans of the Chickasaw nation, 
while Taps was played by two 
local high school students. Along 
with several Korean War veterans 
from the local veterans center, 
there were many dignitaries in 
attendance. 
The dedication lasted almost an 
hour, and I videotaped the occa-
sion.  It has been memorialized 
on a DVD, a copy of which was 
given to the Museum and many 
of the attendees.  We also do-
nated copies of our Korean War 
documentary to the historical 
museum, the Sulphur veteran’s 
center and his high school alma 
mater, whose current principal 
was one of the dignitaries in at-
tendance. Along with the digni-
taries, both Nancy and I had an 
opportunity to tell the story of 
how this had come about, and 
Harvey’s oldest daughter, Cyn-
thia, spoke of how proud her Dad 
would have been to know that 
this ceremony had taken place in 
the town of his youth. She also 
told of how this horrendous day, 
weatherwise, was so much like 
the day that he had been laid to 
rest at Arlington National Cem-
etery. All in all, it was an unfor-
gettable occasion, and it was well 
worth the 2500 miles we drove 
to make it happen. The story was 
so important that it was reported 
in many of the local Oklahoma 
newspapers, including front page 
of the Chickasaw Times and the 
largest newspaper in the state, 
The Oklahoman, out of Okla-
homa City. 
~ Continued on Page 8
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~Continued From Page 6

As a loving husband, I was 
more than proud of the way 
Nancy, in her inimitable 
fashion, had managed to put 
together this great occasion 
which will be remembered by 
many for years to come, and 
which established for Raymond 
Harvey his rightful place in the 
Chickasaw nation and in the 
state of Oklahoma. 

Since I wanted to share this 
great occasion with my fellow 
Buffaloes and the world, I have 
placed a shortened version of 
the video on our website at 
www.legaleagleproductions.
com under the news and events 
section on virtually every page 
of the website. If you wish to 
do so, you can also view the 
video, without first enter-
ing the website, by browsing 
directly to the following web 
address: www.legaleaglepro-
ductions.com/movies/Raymond 
Harvey (short).wmv . Please 
be patient when visiting this 
address, as it will take a few 
minutes before the video 
downloads as it is almost ten 
minutes long!

Stay well, and hope to see you 
in San Antonio, God willing,

Judge Stuart Namm 

1st Lt., Infantry, Ranger 
Asst. S-1, 17th Infantry Regiment

Camp Kaiser 1956--1957
Asst. S-1, 17th Infantry RegimentAsst. S-1, 17th Infantry RegimentAsst. S-1, 17th Infantry Regiment

Camp Kaiser 1956--1957Camp Kaiser 1956--1957

Buff alo 6 Sends:
23 June 2009

The cold weather and rains 
that dominate what counts for 
Spring in the Pacific Northwest 
have finally given way to the 
sun and nice weather here at 
Ft. Lewis.  The men of the 1st 
Battalion have been trying to 
take as much advantage of these 
beautiful conditions as we can 
because harsher climes await us 
in just a few weeks.

As I write this, we have just 
completed the Brigade’s depar-
ture ceremony.  The post Com-
manding General and our Bri-
gade Commander both spoke of 
the training we have conducted 
and the tough mission ahead.  I 
assume those messages were 
mostly directed towards the 
huge crowd on hand, because 
every Soldier standing on the 
parade field clearly remembers 
all the sweat we’ve given to 
prepare for combat.  Each man 
has also been watching the news 

closely to better understand the 
challenges ahead.  

The challenges we are about to 
face center around the southern 
Afghanistan city of Kandahar 
where our Brigade will oper-
ate.  The Buffaloes won’t be in 
the city, but will be responsible 
for several districts near there.  
During the reunion here last fall, 
we were focused on following 
the other Stryker Brigades into 
the fight in Iraq, but right as the 
last Bugle came out, we received 
word that the 5th Brigade will 
be part of the new offensive 
against the folks who harbored 
the terrorist network that openly 
attacked our nation.  The impor-
tance of this mission could not 
be clearer.  We will work hard 
to help the fledgling democratic 
government in Afghanistan 
stand on its own so that the 
extremists who gave safe haven 
to Al Qaeda cannot get reestab-
lished.   The best way we can 
do that is to attack the Taliban 
guerillas and drive them away 
from the civilian population.

The change in our mission came 
just as we were deploying to Ft. 
Irwin, CA in the Mojave Desert 
where we executed our Mission 
Rehearsal Exercise that certified 
us for deployment.  Since finish-
ing that field training in March, 
we have been busy learning as 
much about Afghanistan and her 
people and culture as we can.  
We even sent 11 of our Arabic 
speakers to a crash course in 
Pashtu, the dominate language 
of the region we will fight in.  
Our equipment has been shipped 
and we have deployed a group 
of Soldiers to a site in the Indian 
Ocean where it gets transferred 
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  As always, thank you for the 
fantastic support that 1st Bat-
talion continues to receive from 
the Association.  It is an honor 
to carry your colors once again 
into battle and lead the Buf-
faloes towards the sound of 
distant guns.

”Truth & Courage”
LTC Jon Neumann

“Buffalo 6 “

from ships to planes for the lift 
into Theater.  The remainder 
of the battalion will depart Ft. 
Lewis by air sometime around 
the middle of July.  One of our 
earliest missions in country will 
be to help secure the national 
elections that are currently 
scheduled for 20 August.  The 
Afghan Security Forces are ul-
timately responsible for voters’ 
safety, but we will have to set 
the conditions for their success.   
A safe and successful election 
will help us gain momentum for 
our year of combat.

As we prepare to deploy, we re-
main very mindful of those who 
have shown us how it’s done.  In 
early May we conducted a nine 
mile battalion run to the Puget 
Sound and back to commemo-
rate the 148th anniversary of 
the Regiment’s activation.  In 
a tribute to the hard mountain 
fighting on Attu in ’43, and to 
better condition us for some 
high-altitude fighting we may 
very well do in Afghanistan, 
we executed foot marches in 
the Cascade Mountains here in 
Washington.  We still anticipate 
celebrating one more Buffalo 
milestone before we depart.  
The Army Chief of Infantry 
recently approved the Associa-
tion’s nomination of Colonel 
(r) Stephen Gardner as our new 
Honorary Colonel of the Regi-
ment.  COL Gardner lives in this 
area, and we look forward to 
presenting him with the certifi-
cate received from Washington, 
DC, and unveiling his name on 
the half-track in front of the 
headquarters that also bears the 
name of our honorary Sergeant 
Major, CSM (R) Vereen.

Service Officer Report
Recently the Congress 
passed a new disability en-
titlement as a presumptive 
disease. This is ALS (Amy-
otrophic Lateral Sclerosis) 
or better known as Lou 
Gehrig’s  disease. Because 
the Veterans are develop-
ing ALS in rates higher 
than the general popula-
tion, the National Acad-
emy of Sciences (IOM) 
suggested evidence of an 
association between active 
duty (90 days) military ser-
vice and later development 
of ALS.
 
Any Questions send to:

Bob Petzold
17th Infantry Association 
Service Officer 
5200 SW 25th Blvd
Unit # 3210
Gainesville, Fl. 32608
352 548 4906

SERVICE OFFICER

“OPERATION  GATOR”

Would you like to help 
the soldiers of the 1st 
Battalion keep warm 
while in Afghanistan?
Kerlina Vinyard, The 
wife of SSG Vinyard 
of A 1-17 has started 
this project to make 

wool tubes (scarf type) 
to help keep the boys 
warm while deployed.  

If you can help with the 
knitting, etc that would 
be great. Several Assn 

officers have already do-
nated funds to help pay 
for yarn and postage.  

Get a hold of her for all 
the details:

Kerlina Vinyard
kerlinakrafts@mac.com

http://web.me.com/ker-
lina/TheVinyards/home.

html
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Buff alo 7 Sends:
26 June 2009

Greetings to all the Buffaloes 
of our great Association.  The 
men of the 1st battalion are just 
about to board planes for our 
turn in the fight in Afghanistan.  
In fact, we already have over 
20 Buffaloes executing tasks in 
support of this combat mission.  
A group is working at a navy 
station in the Indian Ocean to 
transfer our vehicles and equip-
ment from ships to planes and 
another team of Buffaloes is 
already in Afghanistan to prop-
erly receive that gear as it lands 
at the air base.  All reports are 
that our guys are doing a great 
job.

Since my last update we have 
been very busy getting ready for 
our new mission in Afghanistan.  
We trained hard in California 
in February and March and the 
Soldiers did a super job.  I was 
especially proud of our safety 
record deploying all our equip-
ment by truck and train, fight-
ing battles for over two weeks, 
and then getting everyone and 

everything home with no ac-
cidents or serious injuries.  The 
non-commissioned officers 
in this battalion really take a 
hands-on approach to their re-
sponsibilities and it shows.  

Two examples of the great men 
we have are the battalion’s Sol-
dier and NCO of the year:  SPC  
Sharp and SGT  Goodwin.  They 
represented the 5th Brigade in 
the I Corps NCO and Soldier of 
the year competition and while 
they didn’t win, they held their 
own in every evaluated task de-
spite almost no preparation time 
due to our hectic pre-deploy-
ment schedule.  Thank you in 
advance for the beautiful knives 
that the Association plans to 
present them.  

As we get set to deploy, we have 
received new equipment along 
the way as well.  To better stand 
up to the rocky terrain, we will 
conduct foot patrols.  Each man 
has received a pair of civilian 
hiking boots that have a stron-
ger sole than normal combat 
boots.  The designated marks-
man in each rifle squad received 
a new updated version of the 
trusty old M14 rifle to reach out 
and touch the enemy at long 
range.  Our snipers continue 
to be our best shots, but each 
Squad Designated Marksman 
(SDM in acronym-speak) gives 
us additional long range accu-
racy.  

As part of the most technologi-
cally advanced Brigade in the 
Army, each leader in the bat-
talion is being issued the Land 
Warrior system, which is basi-
cally like having a computer 
database and a navigation map 

on a digital display screen when 
dismounted.  If it sounds a little 
like star wars, to an old guy like 
me, it is.  To the new genera-
tion, it’s just an extension of 
the communications and digital 
gadgets they have grown up 
with.  Land Warrior gives each 
leader much better situational 
awareness, so that we can make 
faster decisions and be much 
more lethal on the battlefield.

  A major part of my job this 
spring has been working closely 
with the first sergeants to make 
sure that every Soldier is ready 
to deploy.  We have had to weed 
out some with injuries from 
early missions, and like every 
unit, we’ve had to pick a few 
bad apples and make sure they 
can’t slow the rest down.  As we 
get set to deploy, this battalion 
has the highest readiness rate in 
the Brigade and is ready to take 
the fight to the enemy.   

Thank you for all the support 
that 1-17 receives from the 
Regimental Association.  We are 
excited to get the Buffaloes back 
in the fight.  
  

Truth & Courage
CSM P er Smith

Buff alo 7
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New Honorary Colonel of 
The 17th Infantry Regiment

Association Life Member,
Colonel Steve Gardner

Colonel Stephen W. Gardner 
was commissioned through 
Army ROTC at Tulane University 
in 1973.  His initial assignment 
was with the 3rd Battalion, 325 
Infantry, 82d Airborne Divi-
sion.  He served as an infantry 
platoon leader, executive officer 
and staff officer at Brigade and 
Division levels while assigned to 
the Division.  

In 1978, following completion 
of the Infantry Officers Ad-
vance Course and Special Forces 
Qualification Course, he served 
as Detachment Commander 
with 1st Battalion, 10th Special 
Forces Group, Bad Tolz, Ger-
many.  He was reassigned to 3rd 
Battalion, 6th Infantry, Berlin 
Brigade in 1980 where he served 
as Commander of Company C.  

He was subsequently reassigned 

to Syracuse University, Army 
ROTC, as Assistant Professor of 
Military Science.  After depart-
ing Syracuse University in 1985 
he attended the Command 
and General Staff College, Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas.  Follow-
ing C&GSC, he was assigned as 
Chief, G3 Training, 2d Infantry 
Division, Camp Casey, Korea.  
Upon departure from Korea in 
1987, he served as S-3 of 4th 
Battalion, 87th Infantry, Ex-
ecutive Officer of 1st Battalion 
27th Infantry, Executive Officer 
of 3rd Brigade and deputy G-3, 
25th Infantry Division (Light).  
Colonel Gardner then com-
manded 4th Battalion, 17th 
Infantry, “The Buffaloes”, 7th 
Infantry Division (Light) at Ft 
Ord, California.  

Following graduation from 
the Army War College in 1994 
he served as G-3 and Chief of 
Staff, 82d Airborne Division.  
In 1995 Colonel Gardner was 
assigned to the Joint Staff, J7, 
at the Pentagon.  He served in 
the position of Joint Training 
Planner until his assignment as 
Commander, 1st Brigade, 25th 
Infantry Division (Light) Fort 
Lewis, Washington.  

Following Brigade Command 
Colonel Gardner was reassigned 
as Chief, Current Operations, 
Army Staff, the Pentagon.   In 
2001 Colonel Gardner returned 
to Washington State as Senior 
Army Advisor to the Washing-
ton National Guard until his 
retirement in 2003. 

Following retirement Colonel 
Gardner worked in Iraq as a 
Deputy Program Manager, then 
Program Manager responsible 

for training the initial infan-
try battalions of the New Iraqi 
Army.  Currently he is a con-
sultant working as an Oppos-
ing Force Specialist supporting 
Army new technology field 
experiments and Future Combat 
Systems simulations and war 
games.

Colonel Gardner is a Master 
Parachutist as well as Ranger, 
Air Assault and Special Forces 
qualified.  He was awarded the 
Expert Infantryman’s Badge 
and Canadian Parachutist 
Badge.  His decorations include 
the Legion of Merit, 3rd Oak 
Leaf Cluster, Defense Meritori-
ous Service Medal, Meritorious 
Service Medal 2nd Oak Leaf 
Cluster, Joint and Army Staff 
Badges, Order of Saint Barbara 
and Order of Saint Maurice.
    
Colonel Gardner and his wife 
Cathy have a son Eric and a 
daughter Kristy. 

“4-17 Buff alo 6”
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CSM Timothy Mullins
SGM Walter L. Murrell
MSG Robert Northcutt

COL Mike Okita 
1SG John Moore

* Tony Perez
Robert Petzold
Arnold Prather
* Rocky Rayos

* BG Royal Reynolds
* Jack Reynoldson
Clarence Rineck

* SGM Richard Robbins
James Rohr

Richard Rosa
* Stewart Rothman

* LT Richard Shea *MOH
James Sheldon

Donald E Shook Jr.
Charles Shuck

LTC James Smith 
John L. Strube
John A. Sullivan

CSM Mack Vereen
Don Watts

LTC Charles Webster
Richard Whitson
Scott Wickland

Gregory Williams
Bobby Wilson

* Jacob F. Wittler
Darron Wright 
* Neil Young

* Deceased

Selections for Distinguished 
Members of the Regiment 
(DMOR) and Honorary Distin-
guished Members of the Regi-
ment (HDMOR) are not based 
solely on military accomplish-
ments during an individual’s 
time in service, but also on 
what the individual has ac-
complished on behalf of the 
Association.  The Chairman 
of the selection committee is 
Association Project Chairman, 
CSM Tim Green.  Nominations 
for DMOR or HDMOR should 
be sent to him at 
csmgreen@gmail.com

The above badge and a certifi-
cate suitable for framing, as 
well as orders signed by the 
Chief of the U.S. Infantry, are 
presented to each awardee.

HCOR
Colonel Steve Gardner

HSMOR
CSM Mack Vereen

DMOR
* SGM Phillip Albert
* Alfred Baumann
SFC Douglas Bell
* Clarence Bennet

Paul H. Bryant
SFC Lawrence Burke

* Dennis Camp
John T. Carrig

* Ralph C. Colley
CSM George Crisostomo

* Joe E. DeFosse
Louis E. Eve

Andy Ferreira
Eugene P. Feury

Bruce Frazer
Pete Gallo

COL Edward Gibbons
Kevin Gilfether
Steve Goodwin

Joseph Gonsalves
Eulos Graham

* COL Philip Grimm
CSM Timothy Green

George Harvey
* Raymond Harvey *MOH

Fred Hatter
Lawrence Haynes

*HSMOR
Robert R. Heiter

* Thomas Hickman
*HCOR

COL Jeffrey P. Holt
Einar Ingman *MOH

Gilbert E. Isham
COL Jeffrey “Al” Kelly

* BG Ted Mataxis
*HCOR

1SG Matthew Splechter
Stuart Johnson

Louis Kolb
Jackie D. Legg
Fred McGee
Joe Midyette

CSM Daryl T. Moore
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Association merchandise
ORDER FORM ON REVERSE PAGEA B
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      17th Infantry regIment assocIatIon
Challenge Coins Description $ Per Coin Shipping Sub-Total

Association Coin (A) Epoxy filled Coin $9.00 $1.50

Old Association Coin (B) Old Stryker Coin $3.00 $1.50

Truth & Courage Nickel (C) Replica Buffalo Nickel $5.00 $1.00

1950-1953 Nickel (D) Replica Korean War Nickel $5.00 $1.00

T-Shirts $ Per Shirt Shipping Sub-Total

Two sided, Gray, Silk 
Screened t-shirt (E) Circle One: MED    LRG    XLG    XXL $20.00 $3.00

Two sided, Black, Silk 
Screened t-shirt (F) Circle One: MED    LRG    XLG    XXL $20.00 $3.00

Embroidered Patches $ Per Patch Shipping Sub-Total

2005-2006 1-17 Patch (G) Mosul and Baghdad "We Kicked Ass" patch $6.00 $1.50

2003 Reunion Patch (H) 2003, Dayton Ohio Reunion Patch $3.00 $1.00

Silver Bullion patch (I) Hand Made Silver Builion patch $25.00 $1.50

Pen Knives $ Per Knife Shipping Sub-Total

"Truth and Courage" (J) Circle One: BLUE   BLACK   RED   TEAL   
GREEN $5.00 $1.50

Member Lapel Pins $ Per Pin Shipping Sub-Total

Lapel Pin (K) Official Membership Pin $4.00 $1.00

17th Infantry Crest (L) Official Unit Crest: Sold in Pairs $7.00 $1.50

Decals $ Per Decal Shipping Sub-Total

17th Infantry Decal (M) Member Decal (small) * White Vinyl $4.00 $1.00

17th Infantry Decal (N) Window Sticker (Large) * White Vinyl $7.00 $1.50

Total Total Grand Total

Make Checks out to the:
“17th Infantry Regiment Association”

Payment method (Note: Credit Card payments only accepted on the 
Association's website)

□ Check    □ Money Order

PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION CLEARLY
Telephone number: 305-610-8620

e-mail:  dogsinspace@reynoldscable.net
Name:

Send Payment to:
David de la Sierra

17th Infantry Quartermaster
134 Red Fox Run
Macon, GA  31210

Shipping address:

Phone Number:

NOTE: Please allow up to three weeks for shipment and check deposit.  Thank you for your patience 
Prices, specifications, and availability subject to change without notice.
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From the Chairman of 
the Board

Greetings, fellow Buffalos,
In the few short months since 
my last column the board of 
directors has had great success 
accomplishing many of the proj-
ects we set forth for the benefit 
and enjoyment of the associa-
tion membership. 

We are complete on two proj-
ects, the association cap and 
regimental knife; well on our 
way toward organizing a Ladies 
Auxiliary; and have others still 
in the embryonic stage that we 
will discuss at the reunion. 
The regimental association cap 
for men and women is now 
available for individual purchase 
from Lancaster Uniform Cap 
Company in California.  It is a 
beautiful cap and those who 
have received their cap love 
it.  An order form for the cap 
is available in the Bugle and I 
highly recommend you order 
your now.  They take several 
weeks to make and you’ll want 
yours in time for the reunion.  
See the accompanying photos 

of me modeling my cap on page 
38.  The order form walks you 
through the different options 
available for you to customize 
your cap.  If you still have ques-
tions please e-mail me.

Ek Knife has produced a Mark 
4 combat knife for us with a 
special BUFFALOS etching on 
one side of the blade and our 
unit crest at the hilt.  Ek is the 
official knife for many military 
associations and gave us special 
pricing one two blades to pres-
ent to the 1-17 NCO and Soldier 
of the Year, personalized with 
their names and accomplish-
ment and set in a presentation 
case.  I have them here with me 
in Afghanistan and will present 
them to the soldiers when they 
arrive in Afghanistan them-
selves.  See the photos of these 
beautiful blades on page 27, and 
the photos don’t even capture 
how nice they are.  All members 
will be free to buy the BUF-
FALO knife for their own collec-
tion.  Go to the Ek Knife site at 
www.ekknife.com to see more 
about the knives and how truly 
great and beautiful they are.

Several ladies have expressed in-
terest in forming a Ladies Aux-
iliary to the Association.  The 
auxiliary will function in paral-
lel and partnership to associa-
tion vision, purpose, and execu-
tion.  Our ladies have always 
been special and many have 
earned the Honorary Member 
of the Regiment distinction.  An 
auxiliary will allow the ladies to 
organize themselves and per-
form those roles the association 
is or should be doing but are 
best left to the skills, abilities, 
and special insights our ladies 

possess.  We will discuss this in 
more detail at the reunion.

I remind everyone that the 
board does not have a mo-
nopoly on good ideas and we 
need and highly encourage your 
ideas to help us fulfill the goals 
of the association.  The associa-
tion belongs to all of us and the 
board is here to do the work on 
your behalf.  Please contact any 
board member with your input.

Thundering Herd!

Chairman of the Board
DMOR Chairman

CSM Tim Green
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Tejas in September

Circle up Buffaloes! 
Updated Reunion
Information 

September 23-27, 2009 
(Wednesday through Sunday) 
are our scheduled dates for the 
17th’s San Antonio, Texas Re-
union.

We have a lot planned, and 
there is enough free time for 
everyone to enjoy their stay in 
Old San Antonio, Texas’ most 
historic city.  Originally settled 
in the early 1700s, San Antonio 
has beautiful missions and old 
dwellings still intact.  There are 
also a number of 19th century 
buildings, such as Fort Sam 
Houston, which are available to 
visit.  Also  possible is a walk-
ing tour (on your own/not an 
Association organized event) in 
the historic King William area.  
The Alamo, the first settlement 
in San Antonio, dates back to  
1720, and was originally called 
Mission San Antonio de Valero.  
It was founded by the Spanish 
priest Father Antonio Olivares, 
of the Franciscan Order.

Plans are to greet you at the 

completely remodeled San 
Antonio Airport Hilton on 
Wednesday.  The hotel is only a 
couple of miles from the airport 
and a few miles from the center 
of town.  The rooms have all 
been redecorated with beautiful 
décor, luxe linens, and deluxe 
mattresses.  The bathrooms 
are also new.  The hotel has a 
Mexican and Texan feel to it.  
There is a fun bar and a good 
n’ tasty (informal) restaurant on 
the first floor.  Our rooms are 
only $99.00 per night plus tax.  
The hotel is giving us a number 
of perks, too numerous to list.  
Free parking (in large cities, 
hotel parking ALWAYS costs); 
free transportation to and from 
the airport by hotel shuttle; and 
transport, on an intermittent 
basis, to the center of San An-
tonio are just some of the perks 
that we will be offered.

The economy is an issue for us 
all, but we believe that this re-
union is priced very affordable.  
We know we cannot please you 
all, so bear in mind that we are 
trying for the ‘highest good’ for 
all.  Plane fares should be pretty 
good, provided you book your 
flights early.  San Antonio has a 
large international airport with 
a good safety record.  Amtrak 
travels to San Antonio, as well.  
Major highways course through 
and around the city.  The gor-
geous Texas Hill Country is half 
an hour away by automobile.

On Thursday, we are planning 
a short bus ride to Fort Sam 
Houston.  We are negotiating a 
museum tour, quadrangle tour 
(also historic), chapel service, 
lunch, and tour of the fine 
medical museum.  Later that 

afternoon and evening, you will 
be free to explore the many 
good restaurants and the lovely, 
scenic Riverwalk on the San 
Antonio River.  We hope to pro-
vide a comprehensive listing of 
attractions for everyone.

Friday is our bus tour to the 
Alamo in the morning, with a 
talk by a renowned historian, 
Bruce Winders.  We will wander 
the beauteous grounds under 
the huge old trees, and visit 
their gift shop.  Afterwards, we 
will cross a side street for lunch 
at the historic Menger Hotel, 
where the Rough Riders were 
recruited by Teddy Roosevelt!  
The hotel is truly beautiful, and 
we’ll be able to take some time 
to wander some, and see the 
historic rooms and décor.  After 
lunch, we’ll board the buses and 
go to some of the Spanish mis-
sions from the very early 1700s.  
They are beautiful:  Part of the 
National Park Service and con-
sidered a National Treasure.  We 
will be walking around the mis-
sions, hopefully with a docent.  
The grounds are large, but not a 
strenuous trek.

On Friday afternoon, after 3:30, 
there will be a weapons dis-
play in the hospitality suite.  It 
should be stressed that, be-
cause of the ownership and the 
type of military artifacts that 
will be present, this display is 
NOT for general public viewing. 

Also, Friday evening at around 
seven, please join us for Mexi-
can hors d’oeuvres and a small 
19th century band playing all 
the favorites from Texana and 
later.  Please let us know if you 
intend to join us for this
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1. Hotel info: these rooms MUST 
be reserved soon, as the hotel is 
filling up fast with other meet-
ings, and the longer people wait, 
the less flexibility and choice 
there will be. If they are not 
reserved by 15 August, the rates 
will change, I guarantee it. San 
Antonio is the 3rd or 4th most 
popular tourist AND convention 
site in the country.

2. If you are renting a car from 
Enterprise, there must be 10 
rentals in order to stage them 
at the hotel I believe those who 
are renting need to tell the hotel 
asap (this is a new wrinkle from 
the car place, but it makes sense 
to not have an employee there 
for 3 cars) otherwise they will 
need to pick it up at the airport. 
Waiting until the last minute in 
San Antonio means you don’t 
get what you want, period.

3.  If you’d like to sponsor sol-
diers from Wounded Warriors 
program for dinner on Saturday 
evening, please contact Gay 
Frazer IMMEDIATELY!  What 
a great way to honor some of 
America’s wounded heros.  
We’ll invite as many soldiers 
as we get sponsors for.  If you 
can’t make the reunion, this 
would be a great way to support 
some young man and a guest 
for dinner.

4. If you’re planning on bring-
ing items to be auctioned off, 
please let Gay Frazer know so 
we can be prepared.  

Vaya con Dios amigos.
God Bless the Regiment,

Bruce & GayFrazer

IF YOU’D LIKE TO PAY FOR A WOUNDED WARRIOR’S BANQUET 
DINNER, PLEASE SEND A CHECK OR MONEY ORDER FOR $35 
TO OUR TREASURER.  WHAT A GREAT WAY TO HONOR AND 

SUPPORT SOLDIERS THAT HAVE GIVEN SO MUCH.

STEVE GOODWIN
3916 FOREST AVENUE

WESTERN SPRINGS, IL  60558

as we need a number for food 
service.  You can dine in the 
hotel or out,  but it is gonna’ be 
fun!  

On Saturday morning after 
breakfast, a hotel bus should be 
available for those who wish to 
go to LaVillita, a very old 18th 
and 19th century village in San 
Antonio.  LaVillita is now bou-
tique shopping and restaurants 
with a bit of museum thrown in.  
It has a lot of charm and visual 
attractiveness.
On Saturday evening, our ban-
quet, cocktail hour, and auction 
will take place.  Specifics will 
be available at a later time.  We 
will have a photographer on 
site.

There are limited small trailer 
and RV accommodations ar-
ranged by the hotel.  The park-
ing is free.  

The hotel has agreed to 
provide a full breakfast for 
only $8.95.  It is normally 
offered for $12.95.  It is a 
buffet and is really good – 
of course we sampled it!  
Also, all other meals are 
discounted ten percent; just 
remember to give them the 
17th designation. (You must 
tell them that you’re with 
the 17th!)
Breakfast is very nice..
Salmon, lox with capers and 
cream cheese, eggs, sausag-
es, breads, fruits, bacon, hot 
cereals, pancakes, potatoes, 
gravy, etc.

PLEASE MAKE YOUR 
HOTEL

RESERVATIONS NOW !



18

Private Murphy

Buffalo pride

Association Life Member, Bill Palmer of San Francisco, California 
sent in a picture of his vanity plate.  Bill states that “Old Baldy” was 
already used, so he chose “Hill 851.”  Bill served with K Company of 
the 3rd Battalion from May 1951 to May 1952.

Send us a picture of your Vanity Plate!

HDMOR
Honorary Distinquished 

Members of the Regiment

Margaret Baumann
Ulrike Bell 
Alan Bjerke 

JoAnn Brigham
Catherine I. Bryant

Stefania Burke
Mary Jo Camp
Cathy Colley

Leslie Drumhiller
Carolyn Eve
Fran Feury

Charlotte Gallo
Donald Garner
Sally Harvey
Joyce Himka

Evelyn Haynes
Carol Heiter

John Hillman
Peggy Holt

Mardelle Ingman
Ardith Isham

Richard Kabaker
Ellen Legg

Mark Marques
Helma Mataxis

Roy P. Montgomery
Alicyn Moore
Chiara Murrell
David Nethken

Lynn Okita
Teresa Robbins 

Alma Rohr
Carol Rosa

Lee Rothman
  Crystal Sherwood

Carla Shook
Margaret Smith

Christy Splechter
Shirley Stoddard

Janet Strube
Marie Sullivan

Mary Watts
Lee Whitson

Patricia “Pat” Wilson
Tomicene Wilson 

Laura Wittler



 

The 2009 17th Infantry Reunion
San Antonio, TX
Hosted by: Bruce and Gay 
Frazer

We hope that you’ll attend this 
year’s reunion because it’s go-
ing to me a memorable one.  The 
Hilton is an absolute, beautiful 
establishment, and the area of-
fers many things for us to do.   We 
hope you’ll join us and if you have 
any questions, please feel free to 
contact us or the President, Don-
ald Shook.

Wednesday, Sept. 23
Welcome hours for all members 
who arrive this day.
 
Thursday, September 24th
We will leave the hotel at 8:30 for 
Ft. Sam Houston and go to the 
beautiful main chapel, a historic 
building, for the prayer service. 
It will begin at 9:00 (the hour it 
was available.) After the service, 
which shouldn’t take more than 
45 minutes, we will divide up in 
our buses and go to the historic 
Quadrangle for a tour. Grant and 
Sherman founded the Quadrangle 
in the 1870’s. We also will go to 
the museum of Ft. Sam Houston 
for a tour. Everyone is welcome to 

walk among the old buildings.  At 
11:30 we will go to Themess hall 
for a soldiers lunch. The soldiers 
will be there and we will sit among 
them as we did at Ft. Lewis. After 
lunch we will board the buses and 
go to the AMEDD museum. There 
is a nice gift shop there.  When we 
are finished, we take the buses 
back to the hotel.
  
Friday, September 25th
We will leave the hotel at 8:30 
for the Alamo.  Dr. Bruce Wind-
ers (Richard Bruce), a nationally 
renowned author about the Alamo, 
and the director, will give us a talk 
in the historic outbuildings. We will 
have coffee and water available 
as a welcome. This is a gorgeous 
building with original 19th century 
furnishings and hardware. The Di-
rector of the Alamo is a long time 
friend of ours and has graciously 
consented to help us. He indi-
cated that he would have some 
uniformed or dressed living histori-
ans there as well. After the lecture, 
we can ask questions and tour 
the beautiful grounds. The whole 
place is suffused with the history 
of those infamous days. 

After the Alamo, we will walk next 
door to the old Menger Hotel, 
which is a magnificent structure. 

The Menger Bar is the location 
where Teddy Roosevelt recruited 
the Rough Riders.  Pictures, furni-
ture, architecture, etc., are all pe-
riod.  At 11:30, we will go in to the 
dining room for a really sumptuous 
buffet. The Menger is famous for 
its Friday Buffet!  

After lunch, we will board the 
buses to go visit some of this 
country’s oldest missions from 
the early 1700’s.  They are part of 
the National Park Service and are 
considered national treasures. 

 Saturday, September 26th
Those who wish can take the 
buses to La Villita, a lovely three 
hundred year old quadrangle with 
shops, restaurants, crafts, the 
headquarters of General Cos, etc. 

Sunday, September 27th
Reunion officially over

Contacts:
Bruce Frazer
FrazerBruce@aol.com
17thInfantry1942@att.net

Gay Frazer
Frazer@flash.net
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Wednesday, September 23rd, 2009: (O�cial Start)
Wednesday o�cially kicks o� the reunion and the Hospitality Room will be open for attendees to use.  
Remember, the weeks events are not mandatory and veterans are welcome any day of the week.

Thursday, September 24th, 2009:
Bus Trip and Tour of Fort Sam Houston which will include the Memorial Service at the Chapel, Ft Sam Hous-
ton Museums,  The Quadrangle Tour, and Lunch at Ft Sam Houston.

Friday, September 25th, 2009:
Bus Trip and Tour to The Missions and to The Alamo. with Lunch at the historic Menger Restaurant where 
Teddy Roosevelt's "Rough Riders" was formed.  We will then do a few Mission Tours ... Also included is a 
Mexican hors d'oeuvre bu�et at the hotel in the evening

Saturday, September 26th, 2009:
17th Infantry Reunion Banquet
A. Fresh Tilapia with a Chopped Relish
B. London Broil with a Hunter Sauce and Mushrooms
C. Chicken with a Lemon Artichoke Glaze
  Please Indicate Choice(s)    _____ 1st Person
                                                      _____ 2nd Person

$20.00 Reunion Fee (per person): Includes hospitality Room Fees (Includes all alcoholic and non-alcoholic 
beverages, snacks, etc. for duration of reunion) Personalized Name Tag, lanyard, and other reunion items 
such as a chance for free room, etc.  This is a MANDATORY CHARGE PER PERSON (18 years and older))

Make Checks Payable to: The 17th Infantry Association
Please send forms and fees to Steve Goodwin

 no later than August 17th, 2009

Steve Goodwin
3916 Forest Avenue

Western Springs, IL 60558

17TH INFANTRY ASSOCIATION REUNION
September 23rd - 27th, 2009

San Antonio, Texas

NAME

SPOUSE OR GUEST

NAME(S) FOR NAME TAGS

DAYTIME PHONE

Member Status:    Life_______       Annual_______  Note: If you are an annual member, dues for the year 2009 
should be paid by this time.   If they are not, please enclose a separate check for $17.00.

Your membership year will be on the mailing label of the Bugle (example: RA 2008)

Note: This is separate from the Hotel Registration and MUST BE SENT TO Steve Goodwin at the address below.

I (WE) PLAN TO ARRIVE IN San Antonio, Texas on:  (date) ___________________

*Cash Bar during the banquet with the
Reunion Hospitality Room opening up
after the banquet.
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OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM
2005-2006
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SSG Jonathan Rojas of B 1-17
SSG Rojas was killed by a sniper on 3 October, 2006.  

Let us never forget the sacrifi ces of our Brothers.
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From The Archives: 1985

After being airlifted into a high 
Fort Hunter Liggett valley, Com-
pany A, 4-17 “Buffaloes” wasted 
no time in digging fortified 
positions on Saturday, August 
17th.  Foxholes were dug waist 
deep, and 60mm mortar pits 
were banked with dirt.  Once 
positions were finished, troops 
used tall grass and pine branch-
es to camouflage the positions.

The attack they were bracing for 
never came.  Instead, at 10:00, 
a pair of UH-1s dropped into 
the valley and a slim man with 
four stars on his cap jumped 
from the lead chopper.  Chief of 
Staff of the Army Gen John A. 
Wickham Jr., dropped in to see 
his son-in-law, Captain William 
Harner, and his young soldiers 
of Alpha Company, 4-17 Infan-
try.  

“I’ve boasted to him about my 
soldiers, and now he can get a 
chance to meet them himself,” 
Harner said.  The Chief took 
a short tour of Company A’s 
fighting positions, talking to 
infantrymen on subjects includ-
ing Army educational benefits 
and Meals-Ready-To-Eat.

The choppers began wind-
ing up, signaling time for the 
Chief’s departure.  “It’s not fair 
- he gets to stay a few days at 
Fort Ord, but only a few min-
utes with me here,” Harner 
laughed.  Senior general and 
young captain walked quickly to 
the awaiting helicopter.  Harner 
grasped the Chief’s hand and 
looked him in the eye for a mo-
ment.  Then the general turned 
to his seat in the bird and the 
captain ducked and jogged 
away.  The choppers lifted in a 
flurry of dry grass.

“Light Infantry”

Another Buffalo 
Battalion to
Re-Activate

LTC Jon Neumann

There hasn’t been an official 
announcement by the Army, 
but there are several indica-
tors that another battalion of 
the 17th Infantry will be re-
activated in the summer of 
2010.  As the Army continues 
to grow active Brigades and 
also complete the draw down 
from the Cold War force in 
Europe, the 1st Armored Di-
vision is being repositioned 
from Germany to Ft. Bliss, 
Texas near El Paso.  One of 
its brigades is to be light 
infantry and the 4th BN, 17th 
Infantry has been designated 
as one of the battalions in it.  
In the modern Army, it is not 
uncommon to have multiple 
battalions with the same 
regimental lineage serving 
in different divisions and at 
different installations.  While 
this new battalion will share 
a common heritage with the 
1st Battalion at Ft. Lewis, it 
will have no official com-
mand relationship.  We look 
forward to the possibility 
of having two battalions of 
Buffaloes representing the 
Regiment by our Ft. Benning 
reunion in 2010.

NOTE: THIS WAS PUT ON
HOLD A FEW DAYS AGO.  

WE CAN ONLY HOPE THAT 
ANOTHER BN WILL BE AC-
TIVATED IN THE FUTURE

Army Chief drops in on 4-17 Troops.
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Republic of korea
1954 - 1986
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James Collins on the DMZ
October 1977

New Member, Callen Nation -  A 1-17: 1978

LTC Thomas A Ritchie 
1-17 Boss Buffalo, 1973
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LETTERS TO THE ASSOCIATION

Edward George Rosipajla

My name is Suzanne Rosi-
payla.  I have started a journey 
to search for information on 
my father’s service with the US 
Army and the time he served 
in Korea.  I found your site and 
thought it might be helpful to 
e-mail you to see if there is any 
connection.

My father’s name was Edward 
George Rosipajla and he served 
in Korea with Easy Company, 
17th Infantry from 1/3/52 – 
12/11/53.  

My father never talked about 
his military experience with 
anyone.  He was originally from 
Pittsburgh PA.  We have this 
picture of him from Korea.

Thanks in advance,
Suzanne Rosipayla 
srosipayla@officetransitions.net
303.619.3383

RED SHIRT FRIDAY
25 September 2009

Association Member, Clar-
ence Rineck wanted to suggest 
that everyone who attends this 
years reunion, wear something 
red on Friday, September 25th.  
The color of red symbolizes 
the blood of American soldiers 
who have sacrificed their lives 
and for those who are currently 
serving in harms way.

From Life Member, past officer, 
Board Member, and Reunion 
Host, Andy Ferreira

Dear Friends,

It is with sorrow that I inform 
you of my health.  On Friday 
June 12th, my doctor informed 
me that I have cancer of the 
pancreas, and that it has also 
spread to my liver. He informed 
me that I have a short time to 
live.

Since I need to rest much of 
the day, notes and cards are 
very welcome at this time.  If 
you wish to hear how I’m do-
ing, my daughter Sandra has 
offered to be a contact person 
for me.  She can be reached at 
oneschoolmom@yahoo.com.

At this time I ask that you keep 
me in your prayers.

Love,
Andy 

Andy Ferreira
Dublin, CA  94568

H Co, 17th Infantry 1951 - 1952

A MEMORIAL DAY 
DREAM

2009
That day has come around again 
and I am feeling my deepest 
emotions of a time long ago. I 
ask myself why, and the answer 
comes to mind of memories that 
I share with that young man 
of 18 years old who was pres-
ent and stood his ground with 
other young men in our nations 
conflict, the Korean War. In 
that time, it was a lifetime of 
memories when acquaintances 
and friends were made and lost. 
I can see clearly, John Bennett, 
George Starr, Buz Sawyer and 
Eugene Ames. We who were 
there in the heat of the struggle 
will never forget that time and 
place. We know that freedom 
is not free. Look into our eyes. 
Can you see those young men 
who were there?  We are still 
paying the price. We must live 
with that young man of long 
ago. This day is for them; I am 
now only an observer of that 
period in time. 

Edward R. Naccari
HQs, HQs Company

1st Battalion: 1950 to 1952

WE ARE SADDENED TO LET 
YOU ALL KNOW THAT ANDY 
FERREIRA PASSED AWAY OF 18 
JULY 2009, JUST DAYS BEFORE 
THIS ISSUE WENT TO PRINT.  
ANDY WAS A GREAT GUY 
AND HE’LL BE MISSED BY ALL 
IN THE ASSOCIATION.  OUR 
HEARTS GO OUT TO HIS FAM-
ILY.

RIP
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NATIONAL INFANTRY MUSEUM

1. Parking lot
2. Infantry Museum
3. World War II Barracks Street
4. Amphitheater
5. River Vignettes
6. Walk of Honor (This is where the 17th 
Memorial will be located)
8. Airborne Jump Tower
9. Parade Grounds (All Infantry graduates 
will graduate from this field)

27
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“Buff alo Blade”

The 17th Infantry Regi-
ment now has an official 
fighting knife!

The Association has teamed up 
with the EK Commando Knife 
Company for some high qual-
ity, battle tested, combat knives 
for official presentations such 
as Soldier and NCO of the year.  
These will also be available to 
Members of the Association for 
purchase.  What a great, func-
tional item to show your pride 
in serving with the Regiment.

Ek Commando Knives, famous 
since 1941, have been battle 
proven in WWII, Korea, Viet-
nam, the Gulf War, Afghanistan 
and Iraq. They are proud to be 
the living link continuing the 
tradition that dates back to the 
days of John Ek, himself, in 
1941.

Much thanks goes to CSM 
Green for spearheading the ef-
forts to get these produced.  

The guard and X-
Head Fasteners are 
solid brass. Note 
the wide “gripping 
grooves” on the Mi-
carta grips. The U.S. 
Army Rangers fea-
ture a crossed pair of 
these in their “Best 
Ranger” Trophy.
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BUFFALO BIOGRAPHY
Robert Nortcutt (MSG USA RET)

17th Infantry Association Life 
Member and Distinguished 
Member of the 17th Infantry 
Regiment,: Robert Northcutt

Pork Chop Hill was a classic 
example of the stalemate that 
the Korean War had become in 
the last two years of that con-
flict – brutal fighting to take 
or hold a hill that meant little 
in the strategic picture.  Bob 
Northcutt served two tours in 
the Korean War, the first with 
K Company, 31st Infantry and 
then again with G Company, 
17th Infantry.

His service in the Korean 
War would result in a Distin-
guished Service Cross, two 
Bronze Star medals for valor 
and two Purple Hearts.  MSG 
Northcutt was also awarded 
two more Bronze Stars in 

Vietnam (one for valor, one for 
meritorious service) and another 
Purple Heart.

The Distinguished Service Cross 
citation happened on July 8th 
and 9th, 1953 
“…Northcutt and his compan-
ions were counterattacking a 
strategic position on the west 
slope of a heavily contested 
hill.  When his platoon leader 
and platoon sergeant were 
wounded, CPL Northcutt took 
command of the platoon and 
let it forward.  After advancing 
a short distance, they suddenly 
came under heavy mortar and 
machine gun fire from two en-
emy bunkers to the front.  CPL 
Northcutt ordered a base of fire 
to be placed on each bunker 
and crawled forward from the 
right under the enemy cross-fire.  
Although painfully wounded by 

fragments of a hostile mortar 
round, he continued to assault 
the right bunker and succeeded 
in destroying the enemy gun 
crew with hand grenades.  After 
shifting his supporting fire 
toward the second bunker, he 
crawled to its side entrance and 
destroyed its occupants with 
his last two grenades and pistol 
fire.  Later, his platoon came 
under an intensive barrage of 
artillery and mortar fire and 
was forced to withdraw, where-
upon CPL Northcutt organized 
the remaining members of his 
unit and set up a perimeter of 
defense.  Finding the supply of 
ammunition low, he again ex-
posed himself to the enemy and 
began collecting ammunition 
which had been discarded by 
wounded comrades.  The next 
morning, two companies came 
through the platoon to assault 
the enemy held position on the 
crest of the hill.  As these units 
moved through to maneuver, 
a sniper fired on them, halting 
their advance.  CPL Northcutt 
deliberately exposed himself 
in order to locate the source 
of fire, after which he charged 
and sniper and killed him with 
pistol fire, thus allowing the 
two companies to move out for 
their assault. CPL Northcutt was 
wounded a second time in the 
immediate conflict that followed 
and was evacuated to the rear 
against his wishes.”

Northcutt’s story
Born in Brookesville, KY, 
Northcutt spent his early years 
in a Louisville orphanage, leav-
ing at the age of ten to return 
home and care for his ailing 
mother.  She died when he was 
12, and he went to work on a 
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farm until he reached the age of 
17 and could enlist in the Army.

That took place in January, 
1951, and it turned into a career 
for the orphan without a high 
school education.  The Army, 
he said, was an opportunity:  
“there were no jobs available in 
Kentucky, especially with only 
an eighth-grade education,” he 
said.

Basic training took place at Fort 
Knox, KY, and in July he ar-
rived in Korea to serve a tour 
of duty with K Company of the 
31st Infantry Regiment (“Polar 
Bears”), 7th Infantry Division.
Still a month from his 18th 
birthday, Northcutt was part of 
a rifle squad, but was assigned 
to communications – maintain-
ing telephone lines and some-
times serving as a radio opera-
tor.  As such, he didn’t go on 
any patrols, and wasn’t directly 
involved in any assaults or de-
fensive actions.  However, be-
cause he was visiting front line 
units regularly, he came under 
artillery and mortar fire sev-
eral  times.  “If communications 
were cut to a unit, we had to go 
out and fix it,” Northcutt said.  
He explained that the war had 
already settled into its “stale-
mate” phase, which would last 
until negotiations finally ended 
active hostilities two years lat-
er.  It was a job that could have 
presented plenty of dangers, 
but, he noted, he completed 
the ten month tour “without a 
scratch,” and reached the rank 
of corporal before the end of 
his tour.    

“It was hot and dusty in the 
summer and that winter was 

cold,” Northcutt recalled.
“We were living like rats in fox-
holes, but we did get one hot 
meal a day.

He returned to the United 
States briefly for some garrison 
duty as an MP in South Caro-
lina.  Part of his time was at an 
Air Force recreation center at 
Myrtle Beach and he also had 
the honor of being one of the 
MPs leading General Dwight 
Eisenhower’s motorcade during 
his campaign for the presidency 
in 1952.

Robert then volunteered to 
return to Korea and was back 
before the end of 1952, this 
time as a member of G Com-
pany of the 17th Infantry Regi-
ment (“Buffaloes”), 7th Infan-
try Division.   He was a squad 
leader of the weapons squad. 
“One squad in each platoon was 
a weapons squad,” Northcutt 
explained.  “We would have 
two machine guns and some-
times a bazooka.”  Their job 
was to provide fire support for 
the other squads.  They would 
generally have two .30-caliber 
light machine guns; a water-
cooled model used in defensive 
positions and lighted, and air-
cooled models they could take 
on patrol.  During the winter, 
they had to use antifreeze in 
the water-cooled models.

Northcutt said he also 
scrounged a .50-caliber heavy 
machine gun they could use on 
defense or as long-range heavy 
fire support.  He would often 
fire it over the heads of Ameri-
can troops to suppress Chinese 
fire as the troops advanced.
Platoons and squads would 

regularly go on patrols, either 
by night or by day. Northcutt 
explained that these could have 
different purposes: combat 
patrols with the aim of seeking 
and engaging the enemy, recon-
naissance, retrieving wounded 
or dead soldiers, or collecting 
prisoners to interrogate.

One of Northcutt’s Bronze Stars 
came for action in November 
1952 on a patrol to collect a 
prisoner:  a mission that was 
requested by Maj. Gen. Wayne 
Smith.  This occurred in the 
vicinity of a place known as “T-
bone Hill.”

“I spoke up and said ‘I’ll 
do that,’ like a damn fool,” 
Northcutt said. “But I was 
young and full of vinegar.
“We made the mistake of going 
out without an interpreter,” 
Northcutt  said.  “When we 
were challenged (at a Chinese 
outpost), we didn’t have any-
one who could answer, so they 
opened up on us.”  The fight 
back was not easy, but they 
made it, and Northcutt was 
honored for valor.

In April he was in the vicin-
ity of Pork Chop Hill and was 
involved in an advance.  The 
platoon was advancing up a hill 
in fierce fighting.  The citation 
reads:
“…To reach the top of the hill 
successfully, the enemy had 
to be cleared from their posi-
tions.  Fearlessly, CPL Northcutt 
attempted to clear the enemy 
bunker with hand grenades, and 
failing to do so by this method,  
rushed the bunker with his 
pistol, firing on the enemy.  Sgt. 
Northcutt was wounded in his 
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charge and had to be evacuated 
immediately.”  Northcutt was 
back in action with the 17th in 
time for the final battle of Pork 
Chop Hill.  The April battle was 
the subject of the 1953 book by 
S. L. A. Marshall, and the ba-
sis for the Gregory Peck movie 
“Pork Chop Hill.”

The July battle has been 
chronicled in “On Hallowed 
Ground: The Last Battle for 
Pork Chop Hill” by Bill McWil-
liams.  Northcutt was one of the 
veterans interviewed by McWil-
liams for the book published 
in 2003.  After receiving his 
second wound in the July fight 
Northcutt was evacuated, first to 
a battalion aid station, then to 
Pusan and finally to a hospital 
in Japan, where he spent three 
or four weeks.  On July 24, be-
fore he could return to his unit, 
the armistice ending the fight-
ing was signed.  Northcutt spent 
a few days with his unit, then 
headed for home.

After the war
The next years saw a variety of 
assignments for Northcutt.  In 
1954 and 1955, he was part of 
the cadre for the 409th Medium 
Tank battalion at Fort Knox, 
then went back to Korea in 1955 
and 1956 as a squad leader in 
Company A, 34th Infantry Regi-
ment, 24th Infantry Division.
In 1956 and 1957, he served 
as an instructor for the Tactics 
Committee at Fort Benning, GA, 
then the next year was back at 
Fort Knox as a squad leader.  He 
chuckled about that, explaining 
that his service as an instructor 
usually amounted to flipping 
charts and using a pointer while 
an officer talked.  The years 

1958 to 1961 found Northcutt 
in Hawaii as a squad leader in 
the 21st Infantry Regiment, 25th 
Infantry Division.  His next 
assignment was a big change 
in climate from the tropical 
paradise of Hawaii to Friedberg, 
Germany, where he was a squad 
leader in the 36th Infantry regi-
ment of the 3d Armored Divi-
sion. 

In 1963, while with the 3rd Ar-
mored Division, Northcutt was 
honored as the division’s “Sol-
dier of the Year” and was one of 
the delegations selected to have 
dinner with President John F. 
Kennedy when he visited Ger-
many that year.

From 1964 to 1966, he was back 
in the United States, now serv-
ing as an ROTC instructor at a 
Detroit High School.  He’s proud 
of that service, noting that his 
unit did quite well in competi-
tion with other units and, “we 
had the only band in Detroit.”
But another war was raging and 
in 1967-68, Northcutt went to 
Vietnam serving in the I Corp 
district as an adviser to Montag-
nard tribesmen. “The Vietnam-
ese hated and persecuted the 
Montagnards,” Northcutt said, 
“But they were tough fighters 
and you could count on them to 
stick with you.”
That was a quality he admired 
in the hill people, whom they 
called, “Yards,” who were effec-
tive fighters even if just armed 
with their traditional crossbow.  
That was a far cry from the 
poorly led South Vietnamese 
Army units, which Northcutt 
had little respect for.

Northcutt was pulled out of his 

assignment with the Montag-
nards when he made master 
sergeant and completed the tour 
in an administrative post.

From 1968 to 1971, he was an 
adviser to a U.S. Army Reserve 
unit in California, he then re-
turned to Vietnam in 1971, again 
as an administrative NCO.  After 
a stop in Akron from 1971 to 
1973, he was back in Fort Knox, 
where he retired on August 1, 
1973

Civilian Life
After retirement, Northcutt 
worked for a time for Victor 
Comp business machines in Ak-
ron, then in 1976 bought a farm 
in Morgan County and added a 
job as a school bus Driver for 
Morgan Local School.  He later 
became head custodian for sev-
eral schools in the district and 
finally retired in 1993.  Robert 
has 4 children, 4 grandchildren, 
and one great-grandchild.

Bob has frequented many 17th 
Infantry Reunions and is also 
an active member of the 31st 
Infantry Regiment Association 
and Zainsville VFW.  Bob even 
represented the Association 
recently when he attended the 
funeral of Colonel Tom Hick-
man, Honorary Colonel of the 
17th Infantry Regiment.

For those of you that don’t 
know Bob, he’s a no-nonsense, 
old school NCO that in my opin-
ion, is still full of vinegar.  I’m 
personally honored to know 
him and call him a friend.  

~Donald Shook
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ARCTIC LIGHT
1-17 and 2-17 in Alaska

B 1-17 NCOs 1996

SFC McGann and NCOs  B 1-17

CPT Mike Culpepper C 1-17 
(ABN)  Circa 1987

Exercise TANDEM THRUST 1999 



33

LIGHT FIGHTERS
3-17 and 4-17 in California

LTC Scott Hindsley: 4-17 CO 1989

Charlie Elliot and other 4-17 
Scouts. Circa 1989

4-17 Officers in Panama 1986

Jim Kusinski pays his respects 1990

Joe “Van” Tatem
waiting to 

“pop smoke”
4-17 Scout
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TAPS

William Krehmke
Papillion, Nebraska

1936-1937 / 17th IN Band

Russell B Sparks
Flatgap, Kentucky

1951-1952 / Heavy Tank Company

Dorothy McKinney
Herkimer, New York

Lineal Life Member / Beloved Wife
of Tom McKinney

Arthur W Garrett 
Bel Air, Maryland

1952-1953 / A Company

David B Sims 
Independence, Missouri

1961-1962 / HQs - 1st Battle Group

Theodore Himka
Husband to Joyce Himka

Friend of the 17t Infantry Regiment

Frank Norton 
St Simons, Georgia

1984-1987 CO 4-17 Infantry

Andy Ferreira
Dubland, California

1951-1952 / H Company

From our historic archives “Ninjas” wel-
comed to Fort Ord ~ Circa 1987

They can be heard marching through the streets of Ft 
Ord, echoing strong, concise cadences.  You can see them 
attending briefings, in-processing at Martinez Hall and 
marching into Hanson Theater.  They are the soldiers of 
the 3rd Battalion, 17th Infantry Regiment - Ft Ord’s “Nin-
jas.”

While most aspects of unit in-processing tend to be 
somewhat tedious, 3-17 formulated a plan to include some 
not so conventional stops.  For instance, they stopped 
for a “church chat,” named after a Saturday Night Live 
skit.  Engineered by Battalion Chalain, Alex Webster, this 
church chat introduction to Fort Ord’s spiritual community 
is a new idea.

Seven military chaplains each introduced his ministry and 
services.  Chaplain Webster felt religious participation 
would be heightened by pinpointing a soldiers particu-
lar faith.  Personnel counseling and informative sessions 
were held following the presentation.  Under the direction 
of CSM Larry France, NCOs ushered the new COHORT 
soldiers into the battalion.  
~ Continued on Page 40
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Einar Ingman Receives Medal of Honor
Wisconsin License Plate

Einar H. Ingman, Medal of
Honor recipient, received the
first Medal of Honor Wisconsin
License plate with the number 
one on it. He received it on 
March 25, 2009 at the Golden 
Age Nursing Home in Toma-
hawk.

The state of Wisconsin has
only 61 recipients of this award.
There were only five from the
Korean War and Einar is the
only one who did not receive his
posthumously. There are only
five Medal of Honor recipients

from Wisconsin still living. Four
of them are from the Vietnam
War and Einar is from the Ko-
rean War.  Pictured from left to 
right are Post 93 Commander 
David Hubatch, Department 
Commander Jim Reigel, Depart-
ment Vice Commander Dave 
Schmidt, Einar’s wife Mardelle 
Ingman, 11th District Com-
mander Joe Story, and Einar H. 
Ingman in the wheel chair.

Thanks to Clarence Rineck for 
submitting this story.   Badger 
Legionnaire, April 2009

Homer May was wounded in 
South Korea on May 25, 1951 
and returned to duty on June 12, 
1951. He was listed as Missing 
in Action following the incident 
that earned him the Distin-
guished Service Cross at Heart-
break Ridge. 

Distinguished Service Cross
The President of the United 
States of America, under the 
provisions of the Act of Con-
gress approved July 9, 1918, 
takes pride in presenting the 
Distinguished Service Cross 
(Posthumously) to Sergeant 
Homer Irwin May, United States 
Army, for extraordinary hero-
ism in connection with military 
operations against an armed 
enemy of the United Nations 
while serving with Company L, 
3d Battalion, 17th Infantry Regi-
ment, 7th Infantry Division. 

Sergeant May distinguished 
himself by extraordinary hero-
ism in action against enemy 
aggressor forces at Chup’a-ri, 
Korea, on 1 September 1951. On 
that date, Sergeant ~ ay led the 
assault squad in an attack on 
Hill 851, which was stubbornly 



36

From the bookshelf
R

ic
ha

rd
 S

he
a 

an
d

 h
is

 w
ife

, J
o

yc
e.

 c
irc

a 
19

52

Life Experiences of a 
Fifteen-Year-Old Boyhood 
Soldier
 
by Association Member
Thomas D O’Dell
of Meckzy, Idaho
M Company Feb 53 - March 54

Note: Thomas Served with 
Mike Company, 17th Infantry 
Regiment.

Unlike other teen boys who 
would think twice about run-
ning away from home to join 
the army, author Thomas D. 
O’Dell didn’t hesitate. It had 
always been his dream to join 
the army to serve his coun-
try. If only he had been born 
two years earlier… When an 
opportunity finally arose, he 
jumped at the chance and lied 
about his age. Luckily, the 
army was desperate for re-

cruits and didn’t question 
him any further.
Life Experiences of a 
Fifteen-year-old Boyhood 
Soldier is akin to a story 
of a modern day Sawyer 
and Hackle Berry Fin who 
ran away from home at 
the early age and joined 
the US Army at the height 
of the Korean War in 
1952. O’Dell found him-
self on the front line as 
machine gunner in Korea 
and participated in some 
of the last bloody battles 
“Pork Chop Old Baldy.” 
He served his country for 
3-year enlistment dur-
ing cease-fire and was 
discharged as Sergeant in 
1955 at the age of 18.

The author left for the war 
as a boy and returned as 
a man. Purchase a copy 
of his book and find out 
more about his fascinat-
ing Life Experiences of a 
Fifteen-year-old Boyhood 
Soldier! 

Paperback: 100 pages
Publisher: Xlibris Corpora-
tion (January 7, 2009)
Language: English
ISBN-10: 1436390206
ISBN-13: 978-1436390200
Product Dimensions: 9 x 6 
x 0.2 inches
Price: $15.95

continued from page 35

held by a determined enemy. The 
squad was suddenly subjected to 
intense hostile fire, forcing him to 
deploy his men to positions of cover. 
With complete disregard for his safe-
ty, he exposed himself to the wither-
ing enemy fire to better observe three 
heavily fortified bunkers. Armed 
with many grenades, he worked his 
way forward and completely de-
stroyed one of the bunkers. After 
returning to his squad and obtaining 
anew supply of grenades, he again 
maneuvered forward and silenced an-
other bunker. Sergeant May repeated 
this courageous performance until he 
had completely overcome the enemy’s 
resistance, thereby enabling the 
squad to safely advance and secure 
their objective. The next morning, 
after the friendly positions had been 
consolidated, a numerically superior 
enemy force launched a fierce coun-
terattack, which forced the elements 
of Company L to withdraw. When the 
company was reorganized, Sergeant 
May was missing.

Judge Stuart Namm ask me to add 
this to the Buffalo Bugle and I thank 
him for bringing this to my attention.  
He also talks with Judith Knight 
who’s Homer May’s niece.  Judith is 
also a Lineal Life Member of the As-
sociation.

There may be some of you who 
remember the action on Hill 851 in 
September 1951, or who remember 
Sgt. May. If so, I am certain that his 
family would be thrilled to hear from 
you by e-mail to Judith Knight at 

JudyKnight1940@att.net 
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17th Infantry Regiment AssOCIATION
CAP ORDER FORM

CIRCLE YOUR CHOICES OR WRITE IN YOUR PREFERENCES NEXT TO “OTHER” FOR EACH OPTION
Cap Style: 
Overseas (round top) or 
Fort Knox (square top) 

Size: ____________________

(If your size is not known, please use a fabric tape to 
measure your head)

Piping Color: Infantry Blue; Artillery Red; Cavalry 
Yellow; Medic Brown, Association Offi cer silver; 
other

Head Band: Leather or Cloth

Option A Examples:

LIFE MEMBER
BUFFALO
BUFFALOS
BUFFALOES
DMOR
HMOR
OTHER

Option B Examples:

(Limited to  4  let ters)
HHC
CO A
CO B
CO C
I&R
CDR
CSM
DMOR or  HMOR
OTHER

Option C Examples
Post Korean War Era  1-17  2-17  3-17  4-17                                               
WWII & Korean War Era  1/17  2/17  3/17                                          

Option D
FROM YEAR__________TO YEAR__________

Option E Examples
ALASKA
WORLD WAR II
KOREA or KOREAN WAR
FORT ORD or FORT ORD, CA
FORT RICHARDSON or FORT RICHARDSON, AK
FORT WAINWRIGHT or FT WAINWRIGHT, AK
FORT LEWIS or FORT LEWIS, WA
IRAQ
AFGHANISTAN
DISTINGUISHED MEMBER OF THE REGIMENT
HONORARY MEMBER OF THE REGIMENT
ASSOCIATE MEMBER
ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT
ASSOCIATION HISTORIAN
ASSOCIATION__________________________
OTHER



38

Cap, men’s $20.00                    _________________________

Cap, women’s $22.00                ________________________
  
“17th Infantry Regiment” $10.00      ____________________

17th Infantry Crest  $5.00                 ____________________

Stitching .50 per character        ________________________

Shipping $2.50                        _________________________

CA Residents call for state tax amount ___________________

Total Cost                               __________________________

Visa or MC Credit Cards Only

Name on Credit Card_____________________________ 

Credit Card Number______________________________

Expiration Date  _________________________________

Signature ______________________________________ 

MAIL YOUR ORDER WITH REMITTANCE TO:

LANCASTER UNIFORM CAP CO.
5522 OLIVE ST
MONTCLAIR CA 91763
(909) 949-7070

Name:

Phone Number: 

Mailing Address:
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Technology TIP

Recently, Association Chairman 
of the Board, CSM Time Green 
introduced me to an on-line 
communication software called 
Skype.  This software is FREE 
and Tim and I use it on a weekly 
basis to discuss Association 
related items as well as keep 
up to date as friends.  This is a 
great form of communication and 
works great even though Tim’s 
been in Afghanistan all year, this 
software allows us to have con-
versations using a computer and 
webcam.  Did I mention that it’s 
FREE?  Below is some informa-
tion about Skype:

“Feel like you’re talking face-to-
face with great sound and picture 
with Skype-to-Skype calls, video 
calls and instant messaging.  
These features are free, any time 
of the day or night, anywhere 
in the world. Call phones and 
mobiles and send SMS mes-
sages at great value Pay As You 
Go rates, or call unlimited* to 
certain countries with a subscrip-
tions.  Skype is jam-packed with 
great features to help you stay in 
touch with 17th Infantry friends, 
family and co-workers, share your 
thoughts and find the informa-
tion you need.

How does it work?  It works 
seamlessly with your internet 
connection – you can chat away 
with free Skype-to-Skype calls 
and never worry about cost, 
time or distance. All you need 
is a webcam to make free video 
calls or even take photos of 
yourself to personalize Skype. 

You can use it on a computer 
or get Skype on your mobile so 
you can keep in touch on the 
move, whatever you’re up to. 
Skype works on a wide range of 
mobiles, plus on devices like the 
PlayStation® Portable (PSP®). 

There’s also a great range of 
WiFi and cordless phones with 
Skype built-in.

Just for starters you can instant 
message (IM) anyone on your 
contact list or even use group 
IM to chat with lots of people at 
the same time. You could hold 
a conference call to organise a 
get-together with old friends 
from your time with the 17th 
Infantry.  You can actually con-
nect to 24 people at the same 
time on a conference call.”

Tim and I would really like to 
start implementing this and us-
ing it to conduct Board Meetings 
throughout the year.  If you’re 
an Officer or Board Member, 
please take the time to down-
load and install this application 
on your computer.  A Webcam is 
not required, but highly recom-
mended.
Visit http://www.skype.com for 
more details and download and 
installation instructions.

“Welcome to the 21st Century”

Donald Shook
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~ Continued from page 34

PFC Byron Byrd said that 
finance was always very con-
fusing, but after the NCOs 
had explained it to him in 
some detail, Byrd comment-
ed that he felt much more 
comfortable about getting his 
pay.

Distinguished Honor Gradu-
ate, PFC Sydney Collins found 
his squad leader to be a very 
concerned and resourceful 
NCO.  Collins lost his lug-
gage and was worried.  How-
ever, his squad leader soon 
reunited the soldier and his 
bags and gave him a tour 
of Ft Ord. “My squad leader 
basically took care of me,” 
Collins said, “I knew I was in 
good hands.”

About the Ninja mascot, Col-
lins said, “it implies that we 
have skills that are above and 
beyond normal soldiers.  It’s 
different than the typical ma-
cho image and keeps us striv-
ing for something higher.”

PFC Randy Harlan, another 
Honor Graduate, said that he 
felt welcome and appreciated 
the friendly atmosphere. 

Article Submitted by Sidney 
Collins of Hattiesburgh, Mis-
sissippi (B 3-17: 87-90)

both the Senate and the U.S. 
House of Representatives, a 
post that required him to be the 
Secretary of the Army’s direct 
representative to the Congress. 
He travelled throughout the 
world with Senators and Repre-
sentatives on Army issues. After 
his retirement from the Army 
in 1993, he was appointed by 
U.S. Sen. Sam Nunn of Georgia, 
then Chairman of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, 
to serve as a Professional Staff 
Member on the committee. He 
also served as the Senator’s li-
aison to Georgia military bases 
and committees during the 
Base Realignment and Closure 
(BRAC) process. In 1997, after 
Mr. Nunn’s retirement from the 
Senate, Mr. Norton co-founded 
Hurt, Norton & Associates 
with his long-time friend Rob-
ert Hurt. He is survived by his 
beloved wife, Carol Keatley 
Norton, and his young son, Lee 
Crawley Norton of St. Simons 
Island.
Frank Norton was a great leader 
of men and a true “Buffalo” in 
every sense.  He was the first 
Commanding Officer of the 4th 
Battalion, 17th Infantry from 
1984 to 1987 at Ft Ord, Califor-
nia and he’ll be greatly missed 
by the men who were fortunate 
to serve under his command.  
Colonel Norton was a Life Mem-
ber of the 17th Infantry Regi-
ment Association and attended 
several reunions.  

Rest in Peace
Boss Buffalo

Frank Norton, 65, a highly 
decorated Vietnam war veteran 
who went on to key roles on the 
staff of the U.S. Congress and in 
government consulting, died on 
June 30, 2009 while on vacation 
with his family in Highlands, 
NC. The cause of death was be-
lieved to be a heart attack.
The following is a brief biogra-
phy of his service to this Coun-
try.  Colonel Norton served as 
an Army Ranger instructor be-
fore assignment to Vietnam as a 
Ranger reconnaissance platoon 
leader with the 173rd Airborne 
Brigade. A Master Parachutist, 
his assignments were generally 
Airborne and Ranger units and 
with assignments at Fort Ben-
ning and Fort Stewart, Georgia, 
and Fort Ord, California.  At the 
time of this retirement from the 
Army as a Colonel after 26 years 
of service, he was Principle 
Deputy to the Secretary of the 
Army for U.S. Senate Liaison. 
He is the only Army officer to 
have served in that position for 
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MEMBER QUESTIONAIRE
What is your primary reason for joining the 17th Infantry Regiment Association?

What do you feel is the most important benefit you receive from being a member of the Association?

What do you feel the Association could do differently to better serve its membership?

Do you have photographs or color slides that we can copy from your time with the 17th Infantry Regiment?

Would you be interested in serving on a comittee or helping in a technical way, i.e, website
administration, database administration, graphic art, technical writing, photography, etc.

Would you be interested in serving as a Board Member or Officer of the Association?

Are you a current member of the National Infantry Association?

Miscellaneous Comments, etc.
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new members
New Lineal Membership

Bryan Stephens: Father was Clayton 
Austin Stephens, B 1-17, 1951--52

New Honorary
Life Member

CSM Mark Ripka: HHC 4-17
and A 3-17

Upgraded to Life
John Barnes: B 1-17, 1949--51

Willis Harmes: B 1-17, 1951--52

Joseph E. Mulcahy: 1-17 and 2-17,
1958-61 & 1972-73

Winfred T Clark: G Co, 1952--53

New Life Members
Martin Tomalka: HHC 4-17, 89-93

Charles A. Gibson III: C 4-17,
1992-93

William B DeGraf: 2-17 CO, 1966-67

Richard Floyd: C 4-17, 1989-92

Louis Pohleven Jr: 48th FA Bn, 1953

New Annual Members
Milton D Harris: HHC 3rd BG,

July 1960-61

Christopher J. Rizzo: C 4-17, 1989-90

Stephen R Pawlik: 1st BG / A 1-17, 
1963-64

Ronald Miller: B 4-17, 1990-93

Callen P Nation: A 1-17, 1977-78

Norris L Pickens: A 1-17, July 1953

Michael P Kovalsky: 1-17 S-3,
ACTIVE DUTY

Darreld Jesson: 17th IN, 1951-52

Bruce Borup: 1-17, 1986-90

John A Cruikshanks: 2-17 HQs,
1951--52

Zachary D. Ryan: HHC 1-17,
ACTIVE DUTY

David M. Arvizo: HHC 1-17
ACTIVE DUTY

William H Dindy: B 3-17 & 
HHC 1-17, 1989-90 & 1985

Martin Tomalko

LTC Chris Rizzo (USA RET)

I just wanted to clarify some 
things about the way member-
ship dues are handled.  An-
nual membership run from 
February to February of any 
given year.  The code on your 
address label lets you know 
what year you’re paid up to. 
Example everyone should be 
RA 2009 or RA 2010 to be up 
to date.  If you’re code reads 
RA 2008, this will be your 
last issue.  We always send 
out a few bugles after your 
membership expires, but we 
won’t send you a post card or 
notice as it’s up to you to pay 
attention to the code on your 
address label.

I also wanted to apologize 
to Larry Haynes for leaving 
him off of the DMOR list as 
well as not giving him credit 
for purchasing two soldiers 
dinners at the 2008, Tacoma 
reunion

Medal of Honor ~

As most of you know, Einar 
Ingman is our only living, 
Medal of Honor winner and 
although he suffered a stroke 
a few years ago, please feel 
free to send him a card or a 
note letting him know that 
you’re thinking about him.
“Truth and Courage” 

Einar Ingman
4053 W Silver Lake Road
Irma, WI  54442

CSM Mark Ripka

POST SCRIPT



GOD SPEED TO THE MEN OF THE 1-17 INFANTRY.  
WE KNOW THAT YOU’LL SERVE WITH DISTINCTION IN AFGHANISTAN. “BUFFALO!”

HHC 4-17
MORTAR TEAM

CIRCA 1987


