
Vol. 20, Number 2 January 2012

Colonel William “Buffalo Bill” Quinn and 17th Infantry Regiment Troops.  1951 Korea

SUCCESSFUL 2011 REUNION 
PICTURES ON PAGE 18, 23, 38



PRESIDENT
Bruce Frazer

2929 Westminster, Dallas, Texas 75205
Phone: (214) 369 9689 E-Mail: Frazerbruce@aol.com

 VICE PRESIDENT
Robert J. Connelly

19701 Sterling Drive, Miami, Florida  33157
Phone: (305) 484 0215  E-Mail: robertconnelly@mac.com

 TREASURER AND SCHOLARSHIP CHAIRMAN
Steve Goodwin

4366 Central Avenue, Western Springs, IL 60558
Phone: (773) 263 2619  E-Mail: scout417@hotmail.com

 SECRETARY
Jim Rohr

1170 Cardinal Point Drive #120 Rock Hill, SC 29732
Phone: (864) 216 3317  E-Mail: rohrj@comporium.net

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
Guy Daines (LTC USA RET)

1711 Avoca Drive, Tarpon Springs, FL 34689
Phone: (727) 937 4636  E-Mail: ghclynn@verizon.net

CHAPLAIN
John Strube

65 St. John Circle, Lititz, PA 17543
Phone: (717) 627 2257  E-Mail: JlStrube@ptd.net

ALTERNATE CHAPLAIN
John Phillips

590 Parker Circle, Pensacola, FL  32504
Phone: (850) 479 3886  E-Mail: jwp2@cox.net

QUARTERMASTER
David de la Sierra
Macon, Georgia
(305) 610 8620

dogsinspace@reynoldscable.net

BUFFALO BUGLE EDITOR / WEB MASTER
Donald E Shook Jr.
1010 Manor Road

New Kensington, PA 15068
Phone: (412) 983 4479  deshook@7thinfantry.com

Vol 20, Number 2

DMOR CHAIRMAN
Timothy Green (CSM USA RET)

E-Mail: csmgreen@gmail.com 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Lawrence S. Haynes (FL)
(941) 391 2693

lhaynes02@comcast.net

George Harvey (MI)
(313) 477 0234

gpopharv@hotmail.com

Seth Turner (NH)
(603) 662 5825

sth_turner@yahoo.com

Arnold W Prather (KS)
(620) 3975 590
apop@st-tel.net

David de la Sierra (GA)
(305) 610 8620

dogsinspace@reynoldscable.net

William Beaver (NY)
WBeaver523@aol.com

(718) 987 9771

Colonel Johnny Brooks (AL)
(706) 573 3220

brooksiejw@aol.com

VETERANS SERVICE 
OFFICER

Robert Petzold
(352) 548 4906

easy17@gator.net

HISTORIAN
Colonel Marc Williams

509th S 17th St.
Ft. Leavonworth, KS

Phone: (913) 306 2803
aguajames@sbcglobal.net

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN
Ronald Miller

4503 Christy Drive
Granbury, TX  76049
Phone: (817) 326 0280

millerdog70@hotmail.com

The Buffalo Bugle is edited and produced for the Association by Association Member Donald Shook with article proofreading provided by 
Maria de la Sierra and Carla Shook.  Stories, photographs, cartoons, and articles of interest to members of the 17th Infantry Regiment As-
sociation are welcomed and greatly appreciated.  Please identify all personnel and locations when possible on back of photographs, along 
with a return address so that we can return your photographs to you.  Items can also be electronically sent to: deshook@7thinfantry.com

www.17thInfantry.com

January 2012



 3

On The Cover
Officers & Board Members
Association info / Index
Presidents Pen: Bruce Frazer
Treasurer, Steven Goodwin
1-17 CO: LTC Timothy Davis
1-17 CSM: CSM Timothy Dotson  / Treasurer
Treasurer / Quartermaster Report
1-17 NTC Pictures
Secretary’s Column
2012 Chicago Reunion Information
DMOR Roster
Association Merchandise
Merchandise Order Form
Association Merchandise
4-17 CO: LTC Maximo Moore III
4-17 CSM: CSM Edison Rebuck 
Secretary / Reunion Pictures
Letters to the Association / HDMOR
Larry Haynes
Location, Location, Location
Larry Haynes Continued
2011 Reunion Photographs
Color Photographs
Color Photographs
Color Photographs
EK 17th Infantry, Combat Knife
Gil Zamora
From the HCOR / From the Service Officer
1906 Photograph
1906 Photograph
17th Infantry Veterans
17th Infantry Photographs
Historian’s Column
Historian’s Column
Editor’s Rant: Donald Shook
Historian’s Column
17th Infantry Photographs
Memorial Report: Colonel Johnny Brooks
General Bill Quinn Scholarship Form
New Members / Comics
Colonel Gerald Carlson
Memorial Report / Einar Ingman
Taps / Memorial Report
Association Application /Member Questionnaire / etc

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44

INDEXFOUNDER
LTG William “Buffalo Bill” Quinn

HCOR
Honorary Colonel of the Regiment

Steve Gardner
COL USA RET

Olalla, Washington  98359
swgarmy@aol.com

HSMR
Honorary Sergeant Major of the Regiment

John Moore
1SG USA RET

New Oxford, PA  17350
jmoore561@comcast.net

1-17 COMMANDER
LTC Timothy Davis

timothy.carlton.davis@us.army.mil

1-17 CSM
CSM Timothy Dotson

timothy.dotson1@us.army.mil

4-17 COMMANDER
LTC Maximo Moore

maximo.moore@us.army.mil

4-17 CSM
CSM Edison Rebuck

edison.m.rebuck@us.army.mil

On the Cover: Founding Member Colonel “Buffalo Bill” Quinn in 1951

“TRUTH AND COURAGE”January 2012



4

ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT

Greetings to all of our friends in 
the 17th Infantry Regiment As-
sociation.  I am happy  to be able 
to report that your association 
is in good order and that we are 
financially sound. This past year 
has been exciting and interesting 
for the association and its mem-
bers.  

Our annual reunion was held 
in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
in late September. The weather 
was beautiful and the hotel was 
great. Although we had a small-
er than usual attendance we all 
had a very nice time and had a 
lot of time to visit and make new 
friends.

I want to thank Arnold Prather 
for stepping up and joining the 
Board of Directors for the com-
ing year,  and to congratulate 
Guy  Daines  for his election to 
the Chairman’s slot on the board.  
Our friend Jim Rohr has been 
elected to fill in the Secretary’s
position as an officer of the as-
sociation.  It is great to have Jim 
back in harness and working for 
the association. We didn’t have 
much competition for positions 
of officers of the association, 

and, therefore, we have re-elect-
ed last year’s slate of officers  in 
addition to Mr. Rohr being elect-
ed to the position of Secretary.

Steve Goodwin is working on 
our reunion in Chicago next year 
and we will print the  details in 
the summer issue of the Buffalo 
Bugle. We are looking forward 
to having a  good trip to Chica-
go and seeing our friends once 
again.

Congratulations are in order for 
Tom and Maggi Nightingale for 
their being honored as Distin-
guished Member of the Regi-
ment and as an Honorary Mem-
ber of the Regiment.  Gay Frazer 
was also awarded the Honorary 
Member of the Regiment as was  
Mr. Bob Buerlein of Ek Coman-
do Knife Company. Ek Knives 
are the ones that the association 
gives to our outstanding  line 
soldiers from our active battal-
ions. 

We were honored by the arrival 
of our 1st Battalion Commander, 
LTC. Timothy Davis, on Satur-
day morning during the reunion. 
LTC Davis was en route to Ft. Ir-
win, California to set up his Bat-
talion’s trip to the desert warfare 
training site, and he made an ex-
tra effort to attend our Banquet 
on Saturday evening. LTC Davis 
gave us a briefing on his Battal-
ion and its future deployment.

LTC Davis was kind enough to 
make the Honorary Member of 
the Association presentation to
my wife Gay.  I will not tell about 
our guest speaker because I 
know that Steve Goodwin will 
do that honor in his remarks in 
the Bugle.

I want to take this opportunity 
to say “Thank You” to our la-
dies who kept our reunion go-
ing on time and for running the 
auction. We couldn’t have such 
good reunions without the la-
dies’ help and much- needed 
advice.  Thanks also go out to 
Mary Anne Bishop, who filled in 
as our singer at the Banquet. Her 
rendition of God Bless America 
was well received and we all 
joined in to sing along with her.

To those who could not attend, 
we missed you a lot and look 
forward to seeing you next time.
To those who were there in at-
tendance, Gay and I had a great 
time with all of you.  To those
who missed Tom de la Reguera’s 
tales- of- the-sea stories, you re-
ally missed some of the funniest
stories I’ve ever heard. Tom was 
a merchant man before the Army 
let him in to fight in Korea.

It is an honor for me to be as-
sociated with men and women 
such as you. Thanks to you all for
your service to our country and 
to your association.

Truth & Courage

God Bl   the Regulars
Bruce M. Frazer
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TREASURER

Greetings Fellow Buffalo
Once again our 2011 Reunion is 
behind us and there are many 
who deserve thanks for their 
participation in making it a suc-
cessful one. We experienced a 
smaller turnout this year and 
initially we had several concerns 
about how successful it might 
be.  Needless to say we had a 
wonderful time and enjoyed the 
camaraderie just the same.

We were honored to have LTC 
Tim Davis join us, flying all 
the way across country only to 
spend a mere 24 hours amongst 
us. His presence was much ap-
preciated. In spite of the short 
time spent together he gave us 
a thorough update of what was 
happening with the 1st battalion 
and their current level of training 
and preparations for what Army 
has in store for them next. We 
wished we could have had an el-
ement of the 4th with us but the 
needs of the training schedule 
and the Army’s larger mission 
took precedence.

As for those of you who attend-

ed we were also fortunate to 
have Cpt. Josh Mantz as our key-
note speaker. He gave a moving 
speech about his experience in 
Iraq and the near-fatal wounds 
he received. His story is an 
amazing one and as a result he 
is addressing the issue of PTSD 
head on. Cpt. Mantz is currently 
addressing PTSD and the mo-
dality of treatment in new and 
inventive ways. For the purpose 
of sharing, I’ve included a brief 
summary of his experience as 
well information about the out-
reach program he is partnering 
with.

Captain Joshua Mantz graduated 
from West Point in 2005 with a 
degree in Arabic, and is current-
ly the Commander of the Warrior 
Transition Battalion, 1st Infan-
try Division at Ft Riley, Kansas. 
While deployed in Iraq, Captain 
Mantz was severely wounded by 
an enemy sniper in 2007.  Due 
to a bullet wound severing the 
femoral artery of his upper-right 
thigh, Captain Mantz flat-lined 
for 15-minutes before he was re-
vived by an expert medical team.  
 
During his recovery, Captain 
Mantz continuously worked 
with clinical psychologists to 
talk about what happened to 
him. Through this intense ther-
apy, Captain Mantz was able 
to open up about the incident 
and recover fully and more rap-
idly from his emotional injuries. 
Once fully recovered physically, 
Captain Mantz suffered from no 
post traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD) symptomology at all and 
was able to return to combat to 
finish his tour of duty.  

Since his injury, Captain Mantz 

has dedicated his life to assist-
ing combat veterans and families 
of all generations recover from 
the emotional wounds of war.  
Currently, Captain Mantz and 
his wife Katie are traveling and 
talking about starting help cen-
ters for soldiers with emotional 
and psychological issues. Their 
goal is to help increase the re-
silience in soldiers to help them 
heal emotionally. He is using his 
experience to forge national-lev-
el partnerships between multiple 
State governments, non-profit 
organizations, academic institu-
tions, and private corporations 
to establish holistic, community-
based, intergenerational Combat 
Veteran’s Wellness Retreats via 
the National Veterans Wellness 
and Healing Center.  If you know 
of someone who could use the 
assistance of this organization, 
please feel free to reach out to 
me and I’ll put you into direct 
contact with Cpt. Mantz.

On the issue of financial affairs 
we continue to remain solvent 
and well-funded for our opera-
tions next year.  We have rem-
edied any outstanding financial 
issue with our monument and 
I’m happy to report we are a 
shining beacon for all to see at 
Ft. Benning’s sacrifice field. This 
year we made no Gen. Quinn 
scholarships awards, those of 
you who who have eligible chil-
dren or grandchildren please see 
the application form in each is-
sue of the “Bugle”.  

Much of our success at the re-
unions is the result of the auc-
tion and additional fundraising 
efforts. This year was no differ-
ent. 
~ continued on page 7
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BUFFALO “6” 1-17 INFANTRY

1-17 Buff alo 6
The battalion was extremely 
busy the last six months as we 
prepare for deployment.  In June 
23 Buffalos earned their EIBs 
with three earning ‘true blue’ 
then the battalion enjoyed block 
leave in July.  

The herd did a great job during 
our August training density at 
Yakima Training Center (YTC).  
We safely moved the entire herd 
East of the Cascade Mountain 
Range to train every echelon and 
specialty.  Thirteen platoons con-
ducted platoon live fire exercise. 

The mortars fired over 1200 
rounds.  The MGS platoons inte-
grated with their infantry Squads 
and fired modified section gun-
nery in addition to the table VIII 
gunnery they fired earlier in the 
month.  The engineers conduct-
ed convoy live fire, demo train-
ing and Stryker gunnery.  

The medics established an aid 
station and executed their train-
ing requirements.  The staff did 

velopment attacking deep into 
the enemy area.  The Sappers 
supported the entire brigade 
with a platoon attached to each 
maneuver battalion and con-
ducted a perfect MICLIC shoot 
for two platoons.  All of these 
actions were kept smoothly run-
ning by the battalion staff and 
supported by the LST attachment 
from the BSB.

Thank you for all the support the 
association has given us.  The 
Oklahoma City reunion was in-
credibly rewarding and inspiring.

“Truth and Courage”
Buffalo Six

LTC Timot hy Davis

an outstanding job of planning, 
command and control, as well 
as their daily framework opera-
tions.  Each platoon also con-
ducted training lanes on coun-
ter-insurgency and counter IED 
in preparation for our November 
training at the National Train-
ing Center (NTC.)  The training 
was tough, but the Buffalos were 
tougher.  Very impressed with 
the discipline and enthusiasm of 
the Soldiers and the competence 
and maturity of the leaders.

The battalion performed extraor-
dinarily at the National Training 
Center, Fort Irwin, CA during the 
month of November.  The bri-
gade set records in performance 
in deploying, training and rede-
ploying which is a result of the 
great leaders and Soldiers and a 
culmination of the hard work put 
in over the last year.  

The mission rehearsal exercise 
was designed to prepare the bat-
talion and brigade for deploy-
ment and it stressed our systems, 
Soldiers, and leaders.  Hatchet 
Company medics and mortars 
supported every company and 
the battalion well during realis-
tic and live fire conditions.  The 
scouts demonstrated flexibility 
in being selected to be observ-
ers in conjunction with the FECC 
for an out of sector live Excalibur 
artillery shoot.  Able Company 
went over the mountain literally 
to take the enemy by surprise 
and also sustained an air only 
COP.  Bayonet conducted an air 
assault live fire exercise and got 
really good at attacking up a de-
file.  Chosin Company pacified a 
town while doing time sensitive 
targets and finished the rotation 
with a sweeping right hook en-
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BUFFALO “7” 1-17 INFANTRY

1-17 Buff alo 7
Happy Holidays to all Buffalos 
past and present.  

The last 12 months have flown 
by since I took over as the CSM 
of 1-17 and I could not be more 
proud of this Battalion.  We had 
a great rotation to the National 
Training Center in California, 
where the men did a fantastic 
job and showed we are ready to 
deploy.  Training missions varied 
from “Situational Exercises”, to 
Live Fire Exercises, to “Force on 
Force” training.   I couldn’t have 
asked for a better team as the 
men accomplished all tasks and 
ended the rotation tired, dirty, 
a little bruised, and with huge 
smiles on their faces for what 
they accomplished.   

The Buffalos finished on an even 
higher note by getting through 
the final turn in of all drawn 
vehicles and equipment with 
the last of our Soldiers making 
it home Thanksgiving morning.  
Anyone who has ever been to 
NTC knows that the final turn in 

of equipment is the hardest part 
of the whole rotation.  We now 
turn our focus to the download-
ing and recovery of all of our 
equipment and personnel as we 
take Christmas leave and con-
tinue to prepare for our deploy-
ment.    

I am honored and thankful for 
our troop’s final return from 
Iraq and remember parachut-
ing into Panama on 20 Decem-
ber 1989.  I give thanks to all 
those that participated in both 
operations, especially those that 
gave the Ultimate Sacrifice, and 
those that continue the long 
road to recovery. 

Our thoughts and prayers are 
with those that are still deployed 
and their families and wish them 
a safe and speedy return home.   
I thank our Soldiers and their 
families for all that they do for 
our great nation every day and 
wish all Buffalos, past and pres-
ent, and their families a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New 
Year…….HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!!

CSM Timot hy Dot son

~ continued from page 5

With that in mind thanks to all 
of you who contributed. Your do-
nations go to support us in ev-
ery way and to those of you who 
opened your wallets and purses 
a special thank you. I would be 
remiss if I didn’t take the time 
to expressly thank Carolyn Eve, 
Pat Rineck-Wilson for oversee-
ing the fund-raising efforts this 
year. Their efforts helped raise 
over $1,000 dollars and provided 
a major offset to the “Associa-
tion’s” ability to pay for all of the 
sponsored events. 

As we have heard from the mem-
bers, we know the cost of a re-
union is not cheap to host or at-
tend! We will always strive to be 
within reasonable expenditures 
to insure a good time is had by 
all and attending is not a barrier 
due to cost. 

During our general membership 
meeting, some requests were 
made to make the reunion a bet-
ter experience for all, please note 
your requests have not gone un-
heard. We’ll do our best to rec-
ognize those concerns and make 
the experience an enjoyable one!

Lastly, a warm-hearted thank 
you, to those who willingly of-
fer to be a part of the reunions 
with your “can do” attitudes and 
willingness to help work to make 
it pleasant for all, we couldn’t do 
it with out you! Linda and Allen 
Wallmen were so gracious and 
generous with additional sup-
plies for our hospitality room. 
While I know I missed many of 
you the ladies mentioned previ-
ously have been willing and con
sistent for many years and they 
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deserve a big THANK YOU for 
their time and effort!

Next year we’ll be here in my 
“backyard” of Chicago and I 
promise to make it as enjoyable 
as possible. While not all of the 
events have been planned and the 
hotel has yet to be coordinated I 
hope you’ll be in attendance and 
look forward to being together 
once again! Stay tuned for the 
complete details which will be in-
cluded in the next Bugle.

Faithfully yours, I remain,

Steve Goodwin
Treasurer, 
17th Infantry Regiment
Association

BUFFALO QUARTERMASTER

Quartermaster Report

Gentleman, I wanted to give you 
an update on your quartermaster 
store. 

With this issue of the Bugle, 

there are some new items avail-
able.  We have new coins de-
signed by our ever-active past 
president, Don Shook, who is 
always working on new de-
signs for our patches and coins.  
Many thanks to Don for his ef-
fort, the coin is beautiful.  They 
are unique, in the shape of the 
unit crest, beautifully done in 
blue with silver inlay.  The coin 
lists all the wars and expedition-
ary missions of the 17th includ-
ing our brothers’ latest missions 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. So be 
sure to show unit pride with this 
unique coin and be ready for the 
next coin check!  

Currently available are the 17th 
Infantry Association coffee 
mugs.  I would also like to of-
ficially thank Bill Palmer for 
designing and actually donat-
ing the mugs to the Association.  
They debuted at the San Antonio 
reunion and are very nice.  If you 
are a coffee or tea drinker you 
should have one.  They are the 
infantry blue and bear the infan-
try crest on one side and crossed 
rifles on the other.  

We can look forward to more 
new items within the next few 
months.  Available soon, we will 
carry a new polo-type shirt with 
an embroidered unit crest.  These 
will be collared golf shirts with 
2 buttons at the neck and are of 
nice quality.   We will carry 1XL 
and 2XL.  Look for more hats 
coming soon as well.  Last year, 
we introduced a ball cap style 
hat and they were a huge hit.  
We have sold out but the next 
shipment is due any day now.  If 
you plan on ordering one, keep 
in mind they are in transit and 
orders could be delayed.  Future 

hat designs are in the works at 
the time of this publication and 
we will print pictures of them in 
the next Bugle edition.

I would like feature one of the 
store’s items each column.  Our 
first featured item is the Unit 
Crest Decal.  The decal is a win-
dow sticker for your car or house 
window.  They depict the unit 
crest, come in two sizes and are 
very sturdy as I can attest.   I 
have had one on my truck for 2 
years now and it looks as good 
as the day I put it on.   

Lastly and most important is the 
report of the store’s contribution 
to our coffers.  Last year we had 
very good sales and were able 
to raise a substantial amount 
for the association. After all, the 
store is here to raise money for 
all the programs and events that  
benefit our brothers past and 
present.  I personally thank you 
for all the support you give to 
the Association.   Now, I would 
also like to invite all of you to 
send me any suggestions about 
other items you would like to 
see us add to the quartermaster 
store.  Each item will be strongly 
considered.  

See you in Chicago!

David de la Sierr a
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National Training Center
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From the Secretary’s
Ink Well
Never did I ever believe I would 
someday be the Association’s 
Secretary, but here I am writ-
ing my words of wisdom. Since 
becoming a member of the As-
sociation I’ve been on the Board, 
Chairman of the Board, Vice-
President and on too many com-
mittees to list. I loved every min-
ute of it. There have only been 
a couple of years where I wasn’t 
officially involved and even then 
I missed not being there.

I’ve been controversial, caused 
controversy, aggravated some 
people, made some people mad 
and made others happy with what 
I’ve tried to accomplish working 
with many talented people who 
have many of the same desires 
and hopes. And what is that? 
We believe in the Association 
and its mission of establishing 
a place where men and women 
of the 17th Infantry Regiment 
can have a place to communicate 
with each other and to share 
what they went through together 
and to maintain friendships, re-

lationships and memories of the 
good and bad times. We also 
wish to be able to encourage 
the new younger Buffaloes and 
to support them as much as we 
are able, for sooner then they 
think, they will be running the 
show and need this place just 
as we do. I do not apologize for 
anything that I do that will main-
tain and grow the 17th Infantry 
Association. However, I will not 
knowingly offend or dishonor 
any member of the Association. 
Now you know where I stand. 
Where do you stand on getting 
this fine group moving again? 

One of my main goals is to try 
to find ways to communicate 
with the membership on a more 
frequent basis. This is no easy 
task as there are many prob-
lems to overcome to achieve this 
endeavor. There is the problem 
of money, methods and man 
power. Can anybody offer some 
ideas or constructive criticism 
that will help us? 

Next is a summary of the min-
utes of the Board meeting and 
General membership meeting 
that was held at the reunion in 
Oklahoma City. Please read 
them and feel free to comment 
on any part.

BOARD MEETING: 
1 October 2011  0930

All Present except for:
Jim Rohr
David de la Sierra
Donald Shook
Timothy Green
Johnny Brooks

Pledge of Allegiance was led by 
Clarence Rienck.

Guy Daines requested all offi-
cers and board members be sup-
plied with current SOP.

President promised will send 
ASAP. (This was accomplished 
on Dec 12 2011.)

Robert Connelly reported on the 
Infantry Association and said 
there was a possibility that the 
17th would have its  own chapter.

A discussion was held regard-
ing the low reunion turnout. Lo-
cation, cost, health issues and 
family deaths all affected the 
turnout. No conclusions were 
made to overcome the atten-
dance drop.

Steve Goodwin reported that  
the Association gave the 4th Bn 
$500.00 to start some Buffalo 
projects. Steve needs to follow 
up with the 4th Battalion on 
their progress. Steve also com-
mented that the Scholarship Pro-
gram was in great shape, but he 
did not receive any requests this 
year.

GENERAL MEETING: 
1 October 2011  1030

Discussion was held on location 
for 2013 reunion. New Orleans 
was mentioned but no action 
taken at this point. Other points 
of the reunion discussed were 
reducing the number of sched-
ule trips, location choices and 
hosting of the reunion. It is ap-
parent that no matter where we 
have the reunion some will have 
to travel far distances.

~ continued on page 18

ASSOCIATION SECRETARY
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2012 REUNION: CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
CHICAGO MARRIOT OAK BROOK

OCTOBER 4th, 5th, 6th
Continued on page 19 with Hot el Infarmation, et c.

THURSDAY
Oct 4th, 2012

Depart Hotel at 9:00 AM:
Location: Cantigny Park, home 
of the 1st Infantry Division Mu-
seum.
Museum Tour: 10:00 to 12:00

This is a self-guided tour with do-
cents available on request. This 
museum offers acres of beautiful 
botanical gardens for your enjoy-
ment as well as access to Col. 
Robert McCormick’s private resi-
dence. Col. McCormick served as 
an officer with the 1st division 
during WW1 and was also the 
founder of the Chicago Tribune 
and WGN radio and television 
stations. This is a family friendly 
park and one that especially en-
courages children to attend. For 
those needing assistance trams 
are available for transportation 
between the parks two locations.
Following our tour a catered 
lunch will be served beginning 
at 12:30 until 2:30. Upon com-
pletion of the day’s events we’ll 
head back to the hotel for good 
times in our hospitality room.

FRIDAY
Oct 5th 2012

Depart Hotel at 10:00 AM:
Location #1: 
Hinsdale Covenant Church

Location #2: 
Home of your reunion hosts 
Steve and Lauren Goodwin.

We’ll hold our traditional memo-
rial service at my home church 
Hinsdale Covenant Church. 
Upon completion of our service 
we’ll head to my home where 
we’ll have a good old fashioned 
“reunion”. Complete with back-
yard BBQ catered by a local ca-
tering company, Uncle Bubs and 
entertainment with a Chicago 
influence.

Lunch will be served at noon and 
the festivities can go until the lo-
cal authorities tell us to turn it 
down! Complete with beer and 
wine. My goal is to make this 
as “family-friendly” as possible. 
Bring the kids and let them hear 
the legends of the 17th tell their 
stories and learn more about us 
and come to know why we are 
a “band of brothers”. Bring pic-
tures and fond memories and 
lets have good time. Pray for 
good weather!

SATURDAY
Oct 6th 2012

17th Infantry Regiment Asso-
ciation Banquet
Location: Chicago Marriott Oak 
Brook 6:00 - 11:00 PM

We’ll have a traditional ban-
quet with offerings to please all 
your tastes. Cash bar will be on 
site and you may imbibe as you 
please.

Please note:
All of the scheduled events are 
priced at $40.00 each and you 
may attend any or all of the 
events. This includes all trans-
portation to and from the event 
locations. Lunches are scheduled 
each day with your paid events 
(Thursday:  at Cantigny (1st Inf. 
Div. Museum); Friday:  Backyard 
BBQ at the Goodwin residence). 
Saturday you are own your own 
for lunch.  Breakfast provided 
daily with your room fee. Last-
ly, please note the hospitality 
room/reunion registration fee of 
$40.00 per person.
To limit liability and comply with 
local laws alcohol will not be 
provided in the hospitality room. 
However, water, soft drinks and 
light snacks will be provided. 
Members are welcome to bring 
and share alcoholic beverages in 
~ continued on page 19
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Fred McGee
Joe Midyette

CSM Daryl T. Moore
CSM Timothy Mullins
SGM Walter L. Murrell
Judge Stuart Namm

MSG Robert Northcutt
COL Mike Okita 
1SG John Moore

* Tony Perez
Robert Petzold
Arnold Prather
* Rocky Rayos

* BG Royal Reynolds
* Jack Reynoldson

MSG Clarence Rineck
* SGM Richard Robbins

James Rohr
Richard Rosa

* Stewart Rothman
* LT Richard Shea *MOH

COL James Sheldon
Donald E Shook Jr.
SFC Charles Shuck
LTC James Smith 

LTC John L. Strube
John A. Sullivan

CSM Mack Vereen
Don Watts

LTC Charles Webster
Richard Whitson
Scott Wickland

SSG Gregory Williams
Bobby Wilson

* Jacob F. Wittler
Darron Wright 

* MAJ Neil Young

* Deceased

Selections for Distinguished 
Members of the Regiment 
(DMOR) and Honorary Distin-
guished Members of the Regi-
ment (HDMOR) are not based 
solely on military accomplish-
ments during an individual’s 
time in service, but also on 
what the individual has ac-
complished on behalf of the 
Association.  The Chairman 
of the selection committee is 
Association Project Chairman, 
CSM Tim Green.  Nominations 
for DMOR or HDMOR should 
be sent to him at 
csmgreen@gmail.com

The above badge and a certifi-
cate suitable for framing, as 
well as orders signed by the 
Chief of the U.S. Infantry, are 
presented to each awardee.

HCOR
Colonel Steve Gardner

HSMOR
1SG John Moore

DMOR
* SGM Phillip Albert
* Alfred Baumann
SFC Douglas Bell
* Clarence Bennet

Paul H. Bryant
SFC Lawrence Burke

* Dennis Camp
MAJ John T. Carrig

* COL Ralph C. Colley
CSM George Crisostomo

* Joe E. DeFosse
Louis E. Eve

 * Andy Ferreira
Eugene P. Feury

Bruce Frazer
Pete Gallo

COL Edward Gibbons
Kevin Gilfether
Steve Goodwin

Joseph Gonsalves
Eulos Graham

* COL Philip Grimm
CSM Timothy Green

George Harvey
* CPT Raymond Harvey *MOH

SGM Fred Hatter
Lawrence Haynes

*HSMOR
Robert R. Heiter

* COL Thomas Hickman
*HCOR

COL Jeffrey P. Holt
MSG Einar Ingman *MOH

Gilbert E. Isham
COL Jeffrey “Al” Kelly

Thomas Nightingale
* BG Ted Mataxis

*HCOR
1SG Matthew Splechter

Stuart Johnson
* Louis Kolb

COL Jackie D. Legg
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Association merchandiseAssociation merchandiseAssociation merchandiseAssociation merchandise

Large Silver Bullion 17th Infantry 
Crest - Hand made and great 
for blazers, etc $18.00  Each

Beautiful Epoxy Filled Association Coin
Soon to be obsolete (Afghanistan not listed) 

While they last: $6.00 each

Large Silver Bullion 17th In-
fantry Crest - Hand made 
with sea dragon $25.00  

Each

17th Infantry DUI
(Distinctive Unit Insignia)

$12 (pair)

17th Infantry Association
Membership Lapel Pin

$4 Each

Two Sided, Silk Screened
Black T-shirt.

Med-Lrg-XLG-XXL
$20 each

Two Sided, Silk Screened
Grey T-shirt.

Med-Lrg-XLG-XXL
$20 each

Beautiful Epoxy Filled Association Coin
Updated Battle Honors: Afghanistan added 

crest shaped: $10.00 each

Old Stryker Association Coin circa 2005
While they last: $3.00 each

Old 17th Infantry Association
Membership Lapel Pin

$2 Each
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17th INFANTRY REGIMENT
ASSOCIATION

QUARTERMASTER STORE
David de la Sierra, Quartermaster

PO BOX 27331
Macon, GA  31221

Phone: (305) 610-8620
E-Mail: dogsinspace@reynoldscable.net

ORDER FORM                           DATE

YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION SHIP TO:

QUANTITY   ITEM NUMBER     DESCRIPTION                                            UNIT PRICE   TOTAL

SUBTOTAL

SHIPPING 17%

BALANCE DUE

DONATION

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE 17TH INFANTRY REGIMENT ASSOCIATION
PLEASE ALLOW THREE WEEKS FOR PROCESSING AND SHIPMENT

EXAMPLE: Your order is 32.50, Shipping and Handling would 
then be “$5.52” (32.50 X .17 = $5.52)

Make Checks out to the:
“17th Infantry Regiment Association”

Note: Credit Card payments only accepted on the Association’s website

PHONE NUMBER

E-MAIL ADDRESS



15

ACU “Afghanistan” 1-17 patch  Design A
Velcro: $5.00  /  Iron on: $4.00 

ACU “Afghanistan” 1-17 patch  Design B
Velcro: $5.00  /  Iron on: $4.00

Association merchandise
ORDER FORM ON PAGE 14

Coffee Mug with crest &
Crossed 17th Infantry rifles

(Mug is blue with white crest)
$15.00 Each

Mosul and Baghdad 1-17
“We Kicked Ass”

Embroidered Patch
$6.00 Each

White Vinyl 17th Infantry
Decals.  Small or Large
$4 (Small) $7 (Large)

17th Infantry Pen Knives
Blue-Black-Red-Teal-Green

$5.00 Each 
Designate color when ordering

“2010 Reunion Special”
Blue with “17 Infantry” & crest

$5.00 while supplies last
(ONLY XXL available)

(Mug is blue with white crest)

(ONLY XXL available)(ONLY XXL available)(ONLY XXL available)

Baseball Cap with embroidered
Unit crest and 17 Infantry.

S/M or L/XL
$15.00 Each

The famous “Buffalo Nickel” 
two to choose from (Truth & 

Courage) or (Korea 1950-1953)
$5.00 Each
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BUFFALO “6” 4-17 INFANTRY

4-17 Buff alo 6
Fellow Buffaloes, 

Greetings and Happy Holidays 
from Fort Bliss, Texas and the 1st 
Armored Division! It has been 
an eventful few months since we 
last spoke, and I just wanted to 
take a few minutes and update 
on you the Soldiers, NCOs, and 
Officers of “4 Buffalo”. 
First, let me start with some sad 
news…on November 11, 2011, 
we lost our first Soldier since 
the battalion’s de-activation in 
1983 to a tragic car accident. SPC 
Guillermo Morales, a native of 
Norcross, GA, was an outstand-
ing Soldier, Team Leader, and 
friend. Respected and admired 
by peers, superiors, and sub-
ordinates, SPC Morales will be 
deeply missed. Many thanks to 
the 17th Infantry Association, 
and to the Soldiers and Leaders 
of B/4-17IN, for their outpouring 
of support and a job very well 
done honoring this young man’s 
life during his memorial service 
earlier this month. 

 Despite the recently difficult 
times, we have made many 

strides since last we spoke. Our 
battalion officially completed 
its Operational New Equipment 
Training (OPNET) as of 01 Janu-
ary 2012, and we will celebrate 
our first anniversary as the third 
maneuver battalion in the Ready 
First Combat Team (1/1AD) on 
the 11th of January. In addition 
to being fielded most of our 
Strykers and equipment, our 
Soldiers have done a terrific job 
transitioning from individual to 
collective training. In November, 
we completed our first battalion 
FTX, deploying each company 
successively, the BN HQ, and 
most of HHC for platoon defen-
sive STX. Our platoons and lead-
ership performed superbly, and 
have proven they have the mettle 
and tactical proficiency to con-
tinue training for our upcoming 
deployment to Afghanistan in 
early 2013. 

In addition to the terrific col-
lective training going on, our 
Soldiers and Leaders had an op-
portunity to prove their skill as 
Infantrymen during the 1st AD’s 
recent EIB Testing. With 17 Sol-
diers, NCOs, and Officers earn-
ing the badge this year, I am 
proud to report the most number 
of “True Blue” and EIB Awardees 
from among all the battalions 
in 1/1AD (including the highest 
award rate at about 10% of those 
who competed earning the 
badge). In addition to the young 
Soldiers, for whom this is an out-
standing confidence booster, we 
had one Company Commander 
and three Platoon Leaders earn 
the badge as well. In conjunction 
with the battalion’s success at 
EIB, we have also sent and grad-
uated the most number of Rang-
ers out of the entire 1/1AD (with 

six Soldiers, NCOs, and Officers 
graduating Ranger School since 
MAR11). Overall, the Buffaloes 
once again exceeded standards 
and proved their proficiency. 
The upcoming months hold no 
less activity than the last few. In 
just a few short days, CSM Re-
buck and I will be departing for 
a month long trip to Afghani-
stan to help us understand our 
future mission and shape collec-
tive training throughout the rest 
of the year. Beginning in early 
February, 4-17IN will undergo a 
series of collective training ex-
ercises that include Stryker LFX 
and MGS Gunnery; Squad STX 
and live fire; Platoon STX and 
live fire; and finally a company 
level STX that will incorporate 
aircraft, field artillery, and other 
tactical enablers. Essentially in 
the field from 09 February 2012 
until 22 March 2012, 4-17IN will 
further hone their combat skills, 
train hard, and continue to earn 
our regimental motto of “truth 
and courage”.  

Cheers, 

LTC Max Moore
“Buffalo 6”     
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BUFFALO “7” 4-17 INFANTRY

4-17 Buffalo 7
Happy holidays from the Buffa-
loes in West Texas. The holiday 
season marks the Expert Infan-
tryman’s Badge training and 
testing here at Fort Bliss. The 
season and spirit of giving don’t 
apply and the 17 Buffaloes from 
the 4th Battalion who earned the 
coveted EIB were among the few 
of almost 1000 Infantryman in 
pursuit of the EIB. The Recondo 
platoon did an outstanding job 
as the Platoon Leader and the 
Platoon Sergeant, both earned 
the EIB, this is a rare occasion 
and the old man (PSG) earned 
his “True Blue.” Three Buffa-
loes, SFC Medina, SSG Walsh 
and PFC Espersen distinguished 
themselves and earned their 
Badges as “True Blue,” a great 
honor and a testament to their 
desire to excel. 

The Buffaloes recently complet-
ed Platoon training exercises in 
the field. Each platoon under-
went rigorous and demanding 
combat scenarios that trained ev-
ery member within each platoon.  
The Battalion’s medics ran the 
Buffalo Combat Casualty Care 

Course where Buffaloes were 
certified on the Army’s medi-
cal tasks and other tasks criti-
cal for medical aide and care 
in Afghanistan. The Buffaloes 
are tough, competitive, com-
petent and tenacious, nothing 
new to our namesakes. 

Soldiers continue to be highly 
involved in the community, as 
we integrate into El Paso and 
introduce both young and old 
to the Buffaloes. The Buffa-
loes marched in the Veteran’s 
Day parade alongside the 
VFW and we also provided 
a Stryker display viewed by 
thousands of college students 
and alumni at the University 
of Texas at El Paso. The Bat-
talion also reached out to a 
local elementary school and 
sent Soldiers to spread the 
word about the Buffaloes.

Five Soldiers graduated Rang-
er School: CPT Terrill, 1LT 
Brewster, SGT King, SGT Gil-
lett and PFC Fernandez. All 
returned a lot skinnier than 
when they departed, con-
gratulations to each of these 

Buffalo whom we will add to our 
“Hall of Fame” here at the Bat-
talion Headquarters. Know that 
the Soldiers covet their member-
ship in the Buffalo brotherhood 
and proudly represent the Regi-
ment wherever they are asked to 
go.

Fellow Buffaloes, the 11th of No-
vember 2011 marked the loss of 
one of our Buffaloes SPC Guill-
ermo Morales from 3rd Platoon 
Baker Company. SPC Morales’ 
friends spoke of the man, Soldier 
and dear friend he was to each of 
them and how he was respected 
throughout this organization at 
his memorial service. The Buf-
faloes conducted the best me-
morial service I have seen in 
over 22 years of service, rehears-
ing countless times until they 
achieved perfection to honor our 
fallen Buffalo. Our thoughts and 
prayers will be with his family 
especially throughout the holi-
days. 

“Truth and Courage”

CSM Edison M Rebuck
Buffalo 7

CSM Rebuck and newly promoted Sergeant
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~ continued from page 10

Discussion was held on how to 
raise money for the Association. 
Several ideas were put forth and 
will be considered.

It was noted that hotels are con-
trolled by local and state laws 
regarding dispensing of liquor at 
reunions. It was decided to let the 
hotels run the bar in the hospi-
lality room at future reunions.

Jim Rohr was nominated to fill  
the remaining time of resigning 
Secretary Jim Kusinski.

Discussed was the situation on 
moving the Monument. This was 
deferred to next year as there is 
no urgency. The cost for the me-
morial is fully paid. 

The financial report was given 
by Steve Goodwin.  The Okla-
homa City reunion apparently 
will break even cost wise. Steve 
reported that when we get our 
501C3 status we should reduce 
our cost by about 8 to 10%. As 
chair for the Scholarship Com-
mittee he also reported that he 
didn’t receive any requests for 
money this year. In general the 
Association is in a good financial 
situation.

“Truth and Courage”
Jim Rohr

Margaret and Joseph Gonsalves

Alan and Linda Wallman

Lou and Carolyn Eve
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HDMOR
Honorary Distinguished 

Members of the Regiment
Margaret Baumann

Ulrike Bell 
Alan Bjerke 

JoAnn Brigham
Catherine I. Bryant

Robert Buerlein (Ek Knives)
Stefania Burke
Mary Jo Camp
Cathy Colley

Leslie Drumhiller
Carolyn Eve
Fran Feury
Gay Frazer

Charlotte Gallo
Donald Garner
Sally Harvey
Joyce Himka

Evelyn Haynes
Carol Heiter

John Hillman
Peggy Holt

Mardelle Ingman
Ardith Isham

Richard Kabaker
Ellen Legg

Mark Marques
Helma Mataxis

Roy P. Montgomery
Alicyn Moore
Chiara Murrell
Nancy Namm
David Nethken

Maggie Nightingale
Lynn Okita

Teresa Robbins 
Alma Rohr
Carol Rosa

Lee Rothman
  Crystal Sherwood

Carla Shook
Margaret Smith

Christy Splechter
Shirley Stoddard

Janet Strube
Marie Sullivan

Mary Watts
Lee Whitson

Patricia “Pat” Wilson
Tomicene Wilson 

Laura Wittler

~ continued from page 11

the hospitality room. This years event in the hospitality room is  
B.Y.O.B. !

I’m looking forward to seeing old friends and first time attendees. 
Registration is mandatory and I encourage you to book flights and 
reserve rooms early. Our cutoff date for the guaranteed room rate is 
Sept. 4th. Please see the mid-year Bugle for additional details to fol-
low! See you there.

Follow Me!

Steve Goodwin

17th Infantry Regiment
2012 Association Reunion

Oak brook, IL

Chicago Marriott Oak Brook
1401 West 22nd Street
Oak Brook, IL 60523

Toll-free: 1-800-228-9290
Phone: 1-630-573-8555

Rate: $119.00 per night, Inclusive of Breakfast Buffet for up to four 
people per room. Centrally located and convenient access to Chicago’s 
largest outdoor shopping mall. Shuttle to and from the mall available 
upon request. There is also on site access to Hertz Rental Cars on the 
property and the hotel is conveniently located between both of Chi-
cago’s major airports, O’Hare and Midway. Expect Taxi fares in the 
range of $35.00 dollars from airport to hotel. This hotel provides easy 
access to a multitude of Chicago’s points of interest.

*Editors Note:  Additional information on the reunion including a reg-
istration form, banquet dinner selections, etc. will be provided in the 
next Buffalo Bugle which will be published in May-June of 2012.  All 
of the currently provided information should be enough for veterans 
to make reservations at the hotel, plan for travel, and get vacation time 
if needed.  
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When the Korean War broke out 
in June 1950 Larry Haynes of 
North Port, Fla. was an 19-year-
old Army corporal serving in 
H-Company, 17th Infantry Regi-
ment, 7th Infantry Division in 
Japan.
 
“We made the Inchon Landing 
with Gen. MacArthur and the 
Marines in September 1950. The 
weather had turned bad and the 
rise and fall of the tide at Inchon 
was the big problem during the 
landing,” the former 80-year-old 
‘Dog Face’ recalled.
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“We faced little resistance dur-
ing the landing and we weren’t 
there very long. We cut the 
North Korean’s supply line and 
they bugged out,” he said. “We 
boarded trucks and headed 
south diagonally across the Ko-
rean peninsula to the southern 
most port city of Pusan.”
 
“At Pusan we boarded ships 
again and sailed around the tip 
of the peninsula to Iwon on the 
country’s eastern shore. Iwon 
was quite a bit north of the 
38th Parallel that divides the 
north and south and we began 

our march to the Yalu River that 
separates North Korean and 
China 117 miles further up into 
North Korea.”
 
“During the landing and on the 
way up we experienced little 
resistance from the North Ko-
reans. By Thanksgiving MacAr-
thur was predicting: ‘We’ll be 
home by Christmas,’” Haynes 
recalled more than 60 years 
later. “It was early December 
when we reached the Yalu.
 
“At this point the Army’s 7th 
Division and 1st Marines Di-
vision were attacked by tens 
of thousands of Chinese who 
came across the river and got in 
the war in support of their North 
Korean comrades. It’s been esti-
mated we were outnumbered 16 
or 20 to 1.”
 
Both the Army and Marines be-
gan their retreat from the Yalu 
to waiting LST’s (Landing Ship 
Tank) on the beach near Ham-
hung and Hungnam, 75 miles 
away. The beleaguered Soldiers 
and Marines were plucked from 
the clutch of defeat by U.S. 
Navy’s ships and transported 
south to Pusan and safety.
 
“The Inchon Invasion was Mac 
Arthur’s greatest victory in Ko-
rea. The Yalu River Engagement 
was his worst debacle,” Haynes 
said. “The general’s thinking 
was that the Chinese would not 
get in the war and the North Ko-
rean military would be brought 
to its knees at the Yalu. He was 
wrong.”
 
“The weather was as big a prob-
lem as the enemy. It was -39

~ continued on page 22

Distinguished Member of the Regiment, and
former Honorary Sergeant Major of the

17th Infantry, Lawrence Haynes

BUFFALO BIO
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Location,
Location,
Location

The common mantra in the real 
estate business is “Location, Lo-
cation, Location.”  This article 
may sound strange to you, but 
during the entire time the 2nd 
Battalion of the 17th Infantry 
Regiment was in Korea in 1953-
1954, both during the war and 
after the war, we ordinary infan-
try troops seldom knew our lo-
cation.  We seldom knew where 
we were. In recent years, I have 
heard other Korean war veterans 
say the same thing.  We were 
simply “somewhere in Korea.”  
In World War II in the Europe-
an theater the troops must have 
had maps with names of cities, 
towns, and villages and the num-
bered roads and highways that 
connected them. World War II 
troops often encountered civil-
ians who lived in the towns and 
villages and along the highways. 
In the vast Pacific theater the 
troops at least knew the name 
of the island they were attacking 
such as Kwajalein or Okinawa, 

and how big the island was.  In 
the part of Korea near the 38th 
parallel where we spent most 
of our time, no cities, towns, or 
villages existed.  There were no 
paved roads or highways, and 
there were no civilians.  The 
maps we had were often updates 
of old, inaccurate Japanese maps.  
Evidences on the ground of civili-
zation or even prior human habi-
tation were not there except for 
old rice paddy dikes.

A few weeks after the Cease Fire 
on July 27, 1953, the 2nd Battalion 
was moved from the Main Line of 
Resistance (MLR) near Hill 487 
overlooking T-Bone Hill and the 
Alligator’s Jaws.  We were taken 
south of the militarized zone to 
a camp near the village of Tok 
Chung-ni. The village was occu-
pied by civilians, and agriculture 
in the area already had been re-
vived.  However, after another 
few weeks, we were moved back 
north again into the militarized 
zone for good.  In that zone there 
were no towns, no villages, no 
civilians, no agriculture, no old 
buildings, no nothing except old 
mine fields and a few destroyed 
bunkers all the way to the south-
ern boundary of the DMZ (De-
Militarized Zone).  The mortar 
platoon had military topographic 
maps which often showed the 
location of former villages with 
strange Korean names and a few 
other geographical landmarks 
such as hills, rivers, or streams, 
but we never really knew where 
we were. In the militarized 
zone was one  semi-permanent 
camp, Camp Casey, which was 
Seventh Infantry Division head-
quarters. By Christmas 1953, the 
13th Combat Engineer Battalion 
had established Camp Hovey in 

which we spent some time wher-
ever that was, but there were few 
other landmarks.  Sometimes a 
truck driver could tell us that we 
were north or south or east or 
west of Camp Casey.  But we re-
ally did not know where Camp 
Casey was except that it was 
somewhere north of Seoul and 
south of the MLR or DMZ.

We lived like bedouins.  Home 
was wherever our tents were 
pitched at the time.  Our posi-
tion could be located only by the 
military grid line coordinates on 
a map.  If we were constructing 
fortifications such as mortar po-
sitions, trenches, and bunkers, 
the location was on or near some 
numbered hill.  Hills on the mili-
tary maps were identified by the 
height of the hill such as Hill 
347.  The former villages were 
obliterated by the war, so even 
if the maps showed a cluster of 
huts or buildings in a certain lo-
cation where a village once had 
been, nothing was there. We as-
sumed that some of the officers 
had a view of the Big Picture, 
but the ordinary troops never 
knew where they were.  When 
you were moved, you boarded a 
truck in a place you did not know 
where it was and were off-load-
ed in a new place that you did not 
know where it was.
  
Fortunately, in basic training or 
in Boy Scouts, we had learned 
to identify north by the North 
Star or Cassiopeia, and some of 
us had our army-issued lensatic 
compasses, but for over a year, 
we really did not know where we 
were.

John Phillips

ASSOCIATION CHAPLAIN
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~ continued from page 20

degrees and we weren’t proper-
ly dressed for the cold. For one 
thing we had leather boots and 
when they got wet in the snow 
your feet froze unless you were 
wearing a couple of pair of dry 
woolen socks.”
 
“Our battalion colonel got us 
an extra pair of socks that we 
guarded with our lives. They 
were the difference between 
frost bite, which could cause 
your toes to turn black and fall 
off, and surviving with all ten 
toes,” he said.
 
In Haynes’ case he tried to keep 
his feet warm and dry with two 
pairs of socks, but he still got 
frost bitten toes that almost fell 
off. Both his hands were also 
frost bitten during the return 
march from the Yalu. His fingers 
are damaged and crooked today 
because of the cold he suffered 
during the war.
 
He was a staff sergeant in charge 
of a couple of .30 caliber ma-
chine-guns and a platoon of sol-
diers to operate them. His guns 
were often used to support the 
division’s infantry companies 
that lacked automatic weapon 
fire power.
 
“Because of the terribly cold 
weather many of our soldiers 
cracked. They would throw 
their weapons over the side of 
a mountain and sit down along 
the edge of the road and tell me: 
‘Sergeant I can’t go any further, 
Haynes recalled. “I’d tell them: 
‘There are no trucks for you to 
ride in. You either get up or you’ll 
freeze to death along the side of 

the road.’ Many did just that.”
 
As they came around the side of a 
mountain on the narrow dirt road 
during their retreat to the coast, 
the Chinese had blown a bridge 
across a deep gulch in front of 
them.
 
“The whole withdrawal came 
to a standstill while a young 
first lieutenant came up with 
an idea to bridge the gap where 
the bridge was out. He used sec-
tions of a World War II pontoon 
bridge that was dropped into us 
by parachute,” Hayes said. “Once 
the lieutenant got the pontoon 
sections the bridge was repaired 
within half a day and we were on 
our way again.”
 
Food was another big problem. 
All of their K-Rations were fro-
zen solid in the cold weather. Sol-
diers and Marines came up with 
an ingenuous way to heat up their 
grub. They warmed it up by put-
ting their chow cans on the mani-
folds of the trucks and tanks that 
survived the withdrawal.
 
The 7th Division returned from 
the Yalu disaster and once more 
landed at Pusan in overcrowded 
LST filled with thousands of un-
washed Soldiers, Marines and 
civilians. Haynes and the other 
members of his division were re-
supplied and ended up along the 
38th Parallel dividing the two Ko-
reas fighting in a series of deadly 
skirmishes including the Punch 
Bowl, Pork Chop Hill and the 
Iron Triangle.

“I was injured by a Chinese con-
cussion grenade that blew up be-
tween my legs. When they car-
ried me off the hill at Checon-ni 

both my legs were hanging off 
the stretcher,” Hayes explained. 
“The doctors said I would nev-
er father a child. They were 
wrong.”
 
Taken to a MASH hospital, he 
started walking again in a cou-
ple of weeks. After Haynes re-
covered from his injuries, his 
days in Korea were numbered.
 
“By the time I got back to the 
States in 1951 I had been pro-
moted to first sergeant. I was 
put in a MP (Military Police) 
battalion in charge of 26 other 
MPs,” he said. “I spent the next 
nine months patrolling India-
napolis, Columbus and Franklin, 
Ind. They said if I would re-up 
they’d make me a commission 
officer, but I said, ‘No thanks.’”
 
“I got out of the service and 
married Evelyn, my high school 
sweetheart. We were married 57 
years until her death two years 
ago,” Hayes said with a pained 
expression. “We have four boys: 
Dale, Gregory, Brian and Don-
ald.”
 
For decades he worked in the 
building trade. Eventually he 
owned his own air conditioning 
business in Warren, Mich.  He 
retired in 1987 and he and his 
wife moved to North Port.
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Pat Wilson and John Hooper

Larry Haynes and Steven Goodwin

Stuart and Nancy Namm
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1LT Tom Fernandez de la Reguera in Korea with the 17th Infantry: 1952

Officers of 1-17 with the Battalion Commander, LTC Joseph Werp (2nd from right) 1952
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Members of 4-17 Honor Colonel Gerald Carson at his funeral in November 2011

Jo Ann and John “Mouse” Kloeker

Gay Frazer, Carolyn Eve, and Bruce Frazer
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Aco 1-17 Soldier searching for IEDs 
during Operation Helmand Spider 
in Badula Qulp, Helmand Province

Afghanistan. February 2010 

The Association was just informed 
that Aco 1-17 was awarded the 
Presidential Unit Citation (NAVY) 
for their actions during Operation 
Helmand Spider.  
CONGRATULATIONS BUFFALO!
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“Buff alo Blade”
The 17th Infantry Regi-
ment now has an official 
fighting knife!

The Association has teamed up 
with the Ek Commando Knife 
Company for some high qual-
ity, battle-tested combat knives 
for official presentations such 
as Soldier and NCO of the year.  
These will also be available to 
Members of the Association for 
purchase.  What a great func-
tional item to show your pride 
in serving with the Regiment.

Ek Commando Knives, famous 
since 1941, have been battle 
proven in WWII, Korea, Viet-
nam, the Gulf War, Afghani-
stan, and Iraq. They are proud 
to be the living link continuing 
the tradition that dates back to 
the days of John Ek, himself, in 
1941.

Much thanks goes to CSM 
Green for spearheading the ef-
forts to get these produced for 
the Association and it’s mem-
bers.  These are made with the 

Infantryman in mind as the 
guard and X-Head Fasteners are 
solid brass. Note the wide “grip-
ping grooves” on the Micarta 
grips. Contact Bob Buerlin for 
ordering (make sure you men-
tion the 17th for the discount.) 

Knife (as shown)  $349
Optional Display Case: $59
Free Shipping for Association
Members (APO and CONUS)

Bob Buerlein
Ek Commando Knife Co.
(804) 257-7144

www.EkKnife.com

HQ@EkKnife.com

Association President, Bruce Frazer and VP, Bob Connelly pres-
ent SGT Ryan K. Sharp a “Buffalo Ek Fighting Knife” at Ft Lewis, 
Washington in July of 2010 for his selection as the 2009, 1-17 Sol-

dier of the year.  “Truth and Courage!”
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MSG GILBERT ZAMORA
Youngest Soldier Fades Away

Sergeant Who Joined at 13 Retires (Article From February 27, 1988)

FT. ORD, Calif. — Master Sgt. 
Gilbert Zamora, who at 13 was 
the youngest soldier in the 
Army since the Civil War, re-
tired in special ceremonies here 
at Ft Ord on Friday.

Standing ramrod straight, the 
6-foot-4, 275-pound Los Ange-
les native, now 52, was saluted 
for his long and colorful career 
by a military band, 550 march-
ing troops and the command-
ing general of this huge Army 
depot. His wife looked on with 
pride, and wept.

“We are honoring a great ser-
geant, who for the love of his 
country lied about his age and 
became the youngest soldier 
since the Civil War, a soldier 
who fought and was wounded 
in some of the toughest fight-
ing in Korea, in Vietnam,” said 
Maj. Gen. Edwin H. Burba Jr., 
commander of Ft. Ord, a base 
with 30,000 military and civil-
ian personnel.

Zamora was the last member 
of the 17th Infantry Regiment 
who fought in Korea and was 
still in active service. It was the 
historic 17th, a unit first orga-
nized in the War of 1812, that 
marched in parade formation to 
honor him.

In Korea, Zamora fought at Old 
Baldy, Alligator Jaws and Pork 
Chop Hill. He was shot and 
wounded in the A Shau Valley 
in Vietnam.  Zamora has served 
35 Years of Active Duty.

Earlier in the day, Zamora 
expressed his views about the 
Army to officers and men of the 
regiment for an hour and a half, 
reflecting on his 35 years of ac-
tive duty. The left sleeve of his 
dress uniform was covered with 
gold hash marks attesting to his 
long years of service.

He said he was able to enlist at 
13 because, by the eighth grade, 
he was already 6-foot-2 and 
weighed 195 pounds.

“One day I went to the head-
quarters of the 40th Infantry 
Division of the California Na-
tional Guard in Glendale and 
said I wanted to join the Army. 
When they asked my age, I told 
them 17. I was given an applica-
tion form and had a friend forge 
my parents’ signatures. They 
accepted me.”

But after the National Guard unit 
was activated and was about 
to be sent to the Korean battle-
front, Zamora’s parents wrote a 
letter to the Army revealing his 
age. He was then 14, and was 
given an honorary discharge 
after 13 months of service.

Zamora went back to school, 
but he re-enlisted as soon as he 
turned 17, time enough for ac-
tive duty in the Korean War.

‘Should Have the Draft’

“Soldiers today need more time 
in firing their rifles and tossing 
grenades,” the outspoken ser-
geant insisted. “We should have 

the draft. Females are needed 
in the Army but not to do the 
heavy work of men, as some 
are required to do.”

Zamora also praised the Army 
for maintaining racial harmony 
among its ranks. “No organi-
zation as large as ours in this 
country has succeeded in ac-
complishing racial equality as 
the Army has,” he said.

A young soldier asked Zamora 
what he thought about cutbacks 
in the military. The sergeant 
replied, “Bring back KP for the 
troops instead of paying mil-
lions of dollars for civilians to 
do it. KP is good for soldiers. I 
did my share. It didn’t hurt me. 
That will help eliminate some of 
the cutbacks.”

When it was all over, Zamora 
invited everyone to “meet me at 
the non-commissioned officers’ 
club at 1700--I’m buying.”

MSG Zamora in the 1980’s
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HONORARY COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT ASSOCIATION SERVICE OFFICER

Phone Numbers
BereavementCounsing: 1-202-461-6530
Civilian Health & Medical Program: 1-800-733-8387
Caregivers Support: 1-855-260--3274
Education: 1-888-442-4551  
Federal Recovery Coordination: 1-877-732-4456
Foreign Medical Program: 1-888-820-1756
Headstone & Markers: 1-800-697-6947
Health Care: 1-877-222-8387
Homeless Veterans: 1-877-424--3838
Home Loans: 1-888-244-6711
Life Insurance: 1-800-669-8477
National  Cemetery Office: 1-800-535-1117
Pension Management Office: 1-877-294-6380
President Memorial Program: 1-202-565-4964
Telecommunication for the Deaf (TDD)1-800-829-4833
VA Benefits: 1-800-827-1000
Women Veterans: 1-202-461-1070

Web Sites
Burial & Memorial Benefits:  www.cem.va.gov
Caregiver Support:  www.caregiver.va.gov    
CHAMPVA:  www.va.gov/hac/forbeneficiaries.asp
Education Benefits:  www.gibill.va.gov 
Federal Jobs:  www.usajobs.opm.gov
Health Care Eligibility:  www.va.gov/healtheligility
Home Loan Eligibility:  www.homeloans.va.gov
Life Insurance:  www.insurance.va.gov
Memorial Certificate Program:  www.cem.va.gov/pmc.asp
Mental Health:  www.mentalhealth.va.gov 
My HealtheVet:  www.myhealth.va.gov
Prosthetics:  www.prosthetics.va.gov
Records:  www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel
Returning Service Members:  www.oefoif.va.gov
Women Veterans:  www.publichealth.va.gov/womenshealth
VA Vet Centers:  www.vetcenter.va.gov
VA Home Page:  www.va.gov
VA Benefit Payment Rates:  www.vba.va.gov/bin/21/rates
VA Forms:  www.va.gov/vaform

Spot Report #6
Happy New Year!  Cathy and I 
hope you all have a great year 
ahead of you.  2012 will see our 
first battalion deploy and the 
fourth battalion in preparation 
for deployment.  This will keep 
us busy supporting any requests 
from the soldiers and their fami-
lies.

I would like to again thank the 
Buffalos of 4-17 Infantry for their 
support to the funeral of COL(R) 
Jerry Carlson.  His family was 
overwhelmed by the profession-
alism and concern of the sol-
diers at the funeral.  I couldn’t 
be more appreciative and proud 
of our soldiers helping send off 
a great soldier.  I look forward 
to seeing you all this fall at the 
2012 Reunion in Chicago.  I’m 
sure it will be a very memorable 
event.

Buffalo!
Truth and Courage

Steve Gardner
HCOR

If you should have any 
question regarding any of 
the sites, or phone num-
bers below, please con-
tact me.

“Truth and Courage”

Bob Petzold
5200 SW 25th Blvd.
Unit # 4207
Gainesville, FL 32608
352 548 4906
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Petronell Monters, Senator Daniel Akaka, and Life Member, and Korean War Veteran, Robert Young 
at the Hawaii State Memorial. May 30, 2011

Korean War Veteran Fred McGee and Donald Shook at the Pittsburgh VA Hospital October 2011

17th INFANTRY VETERANS
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The first 4-17 NCO induction ceremony at Ft Bliss, TX

1LT Tom Fernandez de la Reguera watches as a 
Columbian officer speaks at a ceremony in 1953.
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ASSOCIATION HISTORIAN

After retiring from the Army in 
2008, we were blessed by God to 
stay in Leavenworth, Kansas. Af-
ter living most of our life in Alas-
ka, we enjoy the mild weather 
and the rich history available for 
study and research in the “home-
town of the Army”. Part of the 
readings we have done involves 
the many historic buildings and 
homes on Fort Leavenworth, so 
it was with great pleasure when 
I discovered that Building 55, 
Dickinson Hall, is named in hon-
or of LT Walter Dickinson, 17th 
Infantry. LT Dickinson died July 
2, 1898 of wounds received in ac-
tion at El Caney, Santiago, Cuba.
In 1881, William Tecumseh Sher-
man, Commanding General of 
the Army, established a School 
of Application for the Infantry 
and Cavalry at Fort Leavenworth 
to educate officers in the art of 
high command. For graduates of 
the United States Military Acad-
emy, the school allowed practi-
cal application of the theories 
they had learned at the Acad-
emy. Here, also, student officers 
detailed from the field improved 
their knowledge of their profes-
sion. That school evolved into the 
U.S. Army Command and Gen-
eral Staff College. 

Dickinson Hall was built in 1883 
as the second Post Hospital. 
When the third hospital was built 
in 1903, it became a bachelor of-
ficers quarters. Later it was con-
verted to office space and is cur-
rently the home of the Inspector 
General for Fort Leavenworth. 
While that is interesting, it is not 
nearly as interesting as the man 
for whom it is named.
 
Walter Dickinson was born April 
3, 1856 in Amherst, Massachu-
setts to a family with many gen-
erations of Soldiers. He attended 
the Massachusetts Agricultural 
College for three years before 
winning an appointment to the 
U.S. Military Academy at West 
Point.  He was a Cadet at the U. S. 
Military Academy from June 14, 
1876, to June 12, 1880, when he 
graduated, and subsequently re-
ceived the following appointment 
and promotions: 

2nd LT 4th Cavalry, June 12, 1880 
to September 01, 1886;  Trans-
ferred to 17th Infantry, Novem-
ber, 1891 through April, 1898 
Posthumous promotion to Cap-
tain: 26 April, 1898;

He joined his troop September 
30, 1880, and served with it at 
Fort Sill, Oklahoma to December 
3, 1881 LT Dickinson was at Fort 
Cummings, NM to July 1, 1883. 
He was in the class of 1885, In-
fantry and Cavalry School at Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas; then at 
Fort Huachuca, Arizona to Au-
gust 3, 1887. 

He served at Jefferson Barracks, 
Missouri, August 8, 1887, to Oc-
tober 10, 1889. He rejoined 4th 
Cavalry October 15, 1889, and 
served at Fort McDowell, Arizo-

na, to October 30, 1889; at Fort 
Bowie, Arizona, to June 9, 1890; 
at Fort Walla Walla, Washington 
to October 8, 1891; and in Yo-
semite National Park, California, 
to October 20, 1891.

After requesting assignment 
to the 17th Infantry Regiment, 
Dickinson joined the regiment 
on February 19, 1892, serving 
with it at Fort D. A. Russell, Wy-
oming, to June 30, 1892. 

Dickinson was on duty as Pro-
fessor of Military Science and 
Tactics at the Massachusetts 
Agricultural College, Amherst, 
Massachusetts, August 16, 1892, 
to August 16, 1896. He rejoined 
17th Regiment on August 21, 
1896, serving with it at Colum-
bus Barracks, Ohio, to April, 
1898; at Tampa, Florida to June 
14, 1898; and en route to and in 
Cuba to July, when he was se-
verely wounded, in the action of 
El Caney, and of which he died 
July 2, 1898.

I found two accounts of the ac-
tion at El Caney, Cuba that led 
to his death. One from the 17th 
Regiment’s field report which can 
be found at http://www.spanam-
war.com/17thuselcaneyreportl.
htm, and one from the book In-
side the Spanish-American War: 
a history based on first-person 
accounts, by James M. McCaf-
frey. 

Field report:
Report from Headquarters Sev-
enteenth Infantry; In the Field, 
before Santiago de Cuba, July 
4th, 1898 
To: The ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 
Third Brigade, Second Division, 
Fifth Army Corps. 
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SIR: I have the honor to submit 
the following report of the part 
taken by the Seventeenth Infan-
try in the action of July 1 near 
the town of Caney: 
The regiment bivouacked north-
east of Caney on the night of 
June 30 and broke camp at 5 
o’clock a.m. July 1. It marched 
in a westerly direction, follow-
ing the Seventh Infantry, until 
it reached a point about 1 mile 
north and one-half mile east of a 
blockhouse, when it marched in 
a southerly direction toward the 
town of Caney. Upon arriving 
abreast of the most northerly 
blockhouse the regiment was ex-
posed to the fire of the enemy, 
drawn by an attack made by the 
Cubans and a portion of the Sev-
enth Infantry. Colonel Haskell, 
commanding, directed the two 
leading companies to open fire 
upon the blockhouse, when the 
adjutant informed him that the 
Seventh Infantry was directly in 
front of us, so he countermand-
ed the order. We then continued 
the march on the main road until 
we reached a point east and a lit-
tle north of a stone blockhouse. 
Colonel Haskell joined the bri-
gade commander here and was 
directed by him to move his reg-
iment in the direction of Caney 
and engage the enemy. Colonel 
Haskell then directed the adju-
tant, Lieutenant Clay, to bring 
up the regiment and indicate 
to it the direction and order it 
to engage the enemy as soon 
as possible; that he would go 
on ahead. The adjutant brought 
up the Second Battalion, which 
was in the front, and gave it the 
necessary order. He then sent an 
orderly back to bring up the First 
Battalion, which was a little in 
the rear. Within fifteen minutes 

after the first order was given all 
the regiment except two compa-
nies had moved forward. The ad-
jutant then reported to the bri-
gade commander, who directed 
him to engage the two remain-
ing companies and then report 
to Colonel Haskell. This last or-
der was obeyed at once. 
The regiment moved toward 
Caney, across the ridge occupied 
by the Seventh Infantry, a little in 
rear of their line. At the time we 
were not aware of the existence 
of the stone blockhouse, which 
was screened from view by a 
hedge of bushes. We moved in 
single file and as a consequence 
were exposed to the fire of the 
enemy in crossing this ridge. As 
soon as we became aware of the 
situation we moved down from 
the ridge and up to a sunken road 
above and north of the town of 
Caney. Arriving here Colonel 
Haskell ordered the wire fence 
cut, and himself, with Lieuten-
ant Dickinson, stepped into the 
open and received an entire vol-
ley from the enemy concealed 
behind a stone wall in the town 
of Caney. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Haskell fell severely wounded, 
and Lieutenant Dickinson mor-
tally. The First Battalion ar-
rived immediately after Colonel 
Haskell fell. The adjutant at once 
sent an orderly to report the state 
of affairs to the brigade com-
mander, and himself reported 
to Major O’Brien that the com-
mand of the regiment devolved 
upon him. Within a few minutes 
the brigade commander arrived 
in person and gave orders for 
the regiment to join its left with 
the right of the Seventh Infan-
try, and hold the position, which 
was done. Orders were given not 
to open fire unless we could see 

something to fire at and make the 
fire effective. We remained in this 
position, exposed to an enfilad-
ing fire from the enemy from the 
stone blockhouse on our right to 
the north. We remained in this 
position until the battle was over. 
A few volleys were fired by Com-
panies C and G. After the battle 
we withdrew, by order of the bri-
gade commander, to a position 
in rear of the Seventh infantry, 
where we had supper. After dark 
we moved south on the telegraph 
road, following the Seventh In-
fantry, until we arrived at General 
Lawton’s headquarters. Here we 
remained until between 2 and 3 
o’clock a.m., when we moved in 
an easterly direction around to 
our present position. Casualties 
are as follows:

Killed: 
PVT Walter Brown A/17
PVT William T. Fason A/17
PVT Christian Hess E/17
PVT Leonard Webber G/17
Wounded:  
LTC J. T. Haskell, in the breast, 
knee and foot
LT W. M. Dickinson, Regimental 
Quartermaster, in the bladder and 
arm (since died in hospital.)
Company B
SGT Philip Henderson
PVT John Dunn
PVT G. W. Dildine
PVT John McBride.
Company C
1SG John O’Rourke
PVT Bay
PVT Andrew Byers
PVT George Kelly
PVT G. W. Burg
PVT Fred. Davidson
PVT August Lang
PVT Oscar Brookins
PVT Martin.

~ continued on page 37
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BUFFALO BUGLE EDITOR

Fellow Buffalo,

Hello, I hope that all our mem-
bers in the Association had a 
great Christmas and New Years!  
I want to apologize for the de-
lay in getting this edition of the 
Buffalo Bugle out to you, but we 
wanted to get as much informa-
tion together for you on the 2012 
reunion in Chicago so that you 
folks can start making your plans 
on being there.  Many thanks to 
Steven Goodwin for all the work 
on getting these details to you.  
Please note that as of this publi-
cation date, Steve is still negotiat-
ing with the hotel on some of the 
details, so please call him first 
(773) 263-2619 before making 
your reservation at the Chicago 
Marriott Oak Brook ( just to make 
sure they have you down in the 
Association’s block of rooms.)

In 2011 I unfortunately missed my 
first reunion since 2002.  Carla 
and I will be there again in 2012 
and I absolutely love Chicago. 
To have the opportunity to have 
our reunion there will be a bless-
ing, not to mention that Steve 
has some great things planned.  

Please note that this year we’ll be 
“shaving” a day off of the activi-
ties along with cutting some of 
the venues to cut costs.  As most 
of you know, we normally start 
our reunions on a Wednesday, 
but please take note of the activ-
ities on page 11 and you will see 
that the 2012 reunion will start 
on a Thursday.  This was the idea 
of Jim Rohr who has already be-
gan to once again contribute to 
the Association by taking on the 
Secretary’s duties.  My personal 
thanks to him along with Guy 
Daines who is our new “Chair-
man of the Board.”  These along 
with the return of Arnold Prather 
and Larry Haynes to the Board 
should be a good addition to an 
already “well-oiled machine” in 
our Officers and Board.

After years of searching for some 
assistance on the Association’s 
website, we’ve decided to hire 
someone to help me get a new 
site up and running.  The As-
sociation has agreed to hire my 
co-worker Shawn Lewis to write 
the PHP code along with design 
our database, which will be the 
foundation of the site.  It’s a lot 
of work up front and I’ll be doing 
much of the work myself (graph-
ics, design, etc) but without get-
ting into much of the technical 
data, we hope to have it fully op-
erational by the next Buffalo Bu-
gle.  I plan on releasing it in stag-
es and as of today we’re about 
three weeks away from the ini-
tial release.  The site will have 
many features with only some 
being accessible if you’re an ac-
tive member of the Association.  
I plan on publishing a “how to” 
guide in future Buffalo Bugles so 
members will be able to get the 
most out of the website.

I’m going to keep my article short 
in this edition, but I wanted to 
express my concern in what’s go-
ing on with the National Infan-
try Museum and our Monument.  
Colonel Johnny Brooks has been 
leading the way in negotiating 
our Monument move for almost 
a year now and at this time, it 
doesn’t look like we’ll be mov-
ing the monument because of 
politics, new policies, and mon-
ey.  On page 43 you’ll find a well 
written and very informative 
e-mail that Colonel Brooks sent 
out to our Board of Directors in 
August of 2011.  It explains in 
great detail the situation with 
our monument and the National 
Infantry Museum.

Other than the situation with the 
NIM, I’m feel very positive about 
2012 and the 17th Infantry Regi-
ment Association.  We have 2 ac-
tive battalions of soldiers serving 
this great Nation, we have good 
leadership within the Associa-
tion, and we have some projects 
on the table that will benefit all 
of us.  We all know folks that have 
served with the 17th Infantry, but 
are not yet members of this As-
sociation, so a little encourage-
ment from active members will 
go a long way.  In closing, I en-
courage all members, young and 
old, to attend the 2012 reunion 
in Chicago and I really hope that 
represenatives from both battal-
ions will be able to attend.

Donald E Shook Jr.
For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by 
works, so that no one can boast.
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~ continued from page 35

Company D
PVT Joseph Wehr
Company E 
CPL Charles P. Dovell 
Company H 
Was left behind after the battle 
to guard the field hospital, and 
no report has been received from 
it, but it is known that 7 enlisted 
men were wounded during the 
day. 

The conduct of the officers and 
men during the engagement un-
der the trying  position in which 
they were placed, being com-
pelled to receive fire without the 
opportunity to return it, is worthy 
of the highest praise for soldierly 
steadiness and courage. While it 
might seem invidious under the 
circumstances to mention any 
special instances of individual 
zeal in the performance of duty, 
a special report will be made as 
soon as the circumstances which 
call for special commendation 
can be more carefully inquired 
into and determined. As to the 
nature of the wounds no official 
information has been received 
from the medical department. 
Respectfully submitted. 

L. M. O’Brien, Captain, Seventeenth 
Infantry, Commanding 

From Inside the Spanish-Amer-
ican War: a history based on 
first-person accounts, by James 
M. McCaffrey:

On the far right of the American 
line, Colonel J.T. Haskell led his 
Seventeenth Infantry into battle 
as if he were again on some bat-
tlefield of the Civil War. Unfortu-
nately, times, and bullet trajecto-
ries, had changed since the 1860s. 

As the colonel, accompanied by 
Lieutenant Walter M. Dickinson, 
strode forward ahead of his men, 
saber in hand, three bullets cut 
him down – two in the leg and a 
fatal one in the chest. The same 
burst of fire caught Dickinson in 
the arm. Unable, with only one 
useable arm, to drag the fatally 
wounded colonel back to the 
relative safety of a small lane in 
which most of the men had tak-

of LT Dickinson describe him as 
both tireless and fearless. As-
signed as the Regimental Quar-
termaster, he constantly moved 
between the stevedore duties 
on the Cuban piers to the 17th 
Regiment while it was in con-
tact. Lieutenant Colonel Haskell 
subsequently died of his wounds 
and is buried near Dickinson. LT 
Dickinson was married to Martha 
E. Otis, daughter of Hon. George 
L. Otis, a well-known lawyer of 
St. Paul, Minnesota, who at one 
time was mayor of the city. Mar-
tha survived him and they had 
no children. Dickinson was post-
humously promoted to Captain 
and is buried at the Arlington 
National Cemetery, Section OS, 
Site Lot 284.

Marc Williams
2-17 and 1-17 IN, 6th ID (L)
Ft Richardson, AK 1987-89
2-17 and 1-17 IN, 6th ID (L)2-17 and 1-17 IN, 6th ID (L)2-17 and 1-17 IN, 6th ID (L)2-17 and 1-17 IN, 6th ID (L)
Ft Richardson, AK 1987-89Ft Richardson, AK 1987-89Ft Richardson, AK 1987-89Ft Richardson, AK 1987-89

en cover, Dickinson ran back 
and asked for volunteers to 
help him. Four men immedi-
ately responded and followed 
Dickinson back to where the 
colonel lay. Working as fast 
as they could, they removed 
him to some cover, but in do-
ing so three of the five-man 
rescue party were wounded, 
including Lieutenant Dickin-
son who took another bullet 
to the body. 
The lane in which these men 
huddled was not as much of 
a haven as they had first sup-
posed. Spanish rifles inside 
the stone blockhouse enfilad-
ed the road from the south-
west while fire from another 
blockhouse swept the lane 
from the east and entrenched 
riflemen kept up constant 
volleys from in front of the 
American position. The lane 
was even within range of 
Spanish snipers in the tower 
of the town’s church. Officers 
commanded the men to not 
give up this position so they 
responded with all the Krag 
fire they could muster. Casu-
alties mounted. Even Lieuten-
ant Dickinson, suffering from 
two wounds, was hit again 
two more times. He died be-
fore sunset. 
Other accounts of the actions 
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COLONEL JOHNNY BROOKS

Memorial Report
August 2011
 
Let me bring you all up to date to 
make sure everyone has all the 
information.
 
The National Infantry Museum 
(NIM) has gone through some 
significant changes in the last 
several months.  You need to 
understand that first in order to 
get the gist on what is occurring. 
Additionally, the Ft Benning in-
stallation command discovered 
that some organizations with 
monuments on Sacrifice Field 
were moving those monuments 
without approval.  If you did not 
know it, once the monument is 
established on Sacrifice Field, it 
is property of the US Army.  As 
such, they put in place some pro-
cedures to ensure monuments 
were not moved without Army 
approval.  Our monument was 
supposedly “grandfathered” to 
allow us to move the monument.  
However, at the same time the 
Benning installation instituted 
policy to require associations that 
move monuments to the NIM to 
restore the ground to its original 
state.  That is an additional ex-
pense that will occur to tear out 

cade.  Originally we were given a 
time frame of a couple of years.  
But, that is before the NIM had 
deep financial issues.  I really 
think if we don’t move it, it will 
not be moved.  
 
We have had a monuments con-
tracting firm provide us an es-
timate to move the monument.  
Since our monument was origi-
nally put in place as a lasting 
structure, it is not easy to move.  
As such they provided us an es-
timate that ranged from $13k to 
$44k to move.  $13k means that 
no damage is done on the move.  
$44k means that excessive dam-
age is done to the monument 
when moved.  We attempted to 
find insurance that would cover 
damage to the monument but 
have been unable to find a com-
pany that would cover it.  Ad-
ditionally, our estimate is only 
good for 3 months.  So, should 
we now decide to move the 
monument, we would require a 
new estimate.  I would expect it 
to go up.  
 
As I said the NIM has gone 
through some significant chang-
es.  Most of those changes were 
dictated by a tremendous turn-
over in personnel and fiscal dif-
ficulties.  The President/CEO 
moved on and was replaced by 
a 2 man team of Executive Di-
rectors.  The operations manager 
left and now the person handling 
memorials on Walk of Honor is 
only a couple of weeks into the 
job.  They have a new policy 
out on the installation of monu-
ments.  I believe Don Shook has 
sent that policy out earlier.  Let 
me know if you did not receive.  
The policy simply states that no 

~ continued on Page 43

any remaining walkway, concrete 
and restore grass to the area. We 
have no estimate on what that 
will cost.  But, would expect it 
to a a couple of thousands.   All 
that is just background noise for 
everyone.
 
We have been in discussion with 
the NIM for some time to obtain 
a premier plot, across from the 
only major monument on the 
Walk of Honor, the 173rd Abn 
Bde Memorial.  In my opinion it 
is actually a better plot than the 
173rd location because it is more 
easily seen from both the parade 
ground and the main highway 
going onto Ft Benning.  The plot 
they agreed we could use, if we 
moved before some other orga-
nization claimed, was a larger 
plot than we needed.  That made 
it even more appealing.  At that 
time the NIM approved us to 
move.  Now, the NIM has a new 
policy.  This policy requires as-
sociations to “procure” a plot 
of ground for their memorial.  
Cost depends on size of the plot.  
Our plot would be an additional 
$7500.  Making organizations 
pay for the ground on the Walk 
of Honor is justified by the cost 
of the NIM to maintain the area 
with services.  We have negoti-
ated with the Executive Director 
of the NIM on this issue and he 
informs us since we were pre-
approved before the cost policy 
came into affect, they will waive 
the fee for the plot.  As for the 
plot, it is not reserved, but our 
monument is sufficient size that 
they will try to provide it for us, 
if we move before some other 
organization claims it.  The Exec 
Dir of the NIM now says that they 
will not move the monuments on 
Sacrifice Field for at least a de-
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Mr. Steven Goodwin
Scholarship Chairman & Treasurer

17th Infnantry Regiment Association
4366 Central Ave.

Western Springs, IL  60558
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UPGRADED TO LIFE
Dennis N. Jeter
1-17 1964-65 

Kenneth S McWilliams
Cco 1-17 2005-06 OIF

 
NEW LIFE MEMBERS

Stuart L. Filler
Aco 1-17 1974-75 Officer 

Kevin Hoag
2-17 1980-82  Ft Ord

Stanley G.Warren
Eco 1953-54 Korean War 
Duane E. Hoyt Jr.
Aco 4-17 1984-89  
Philip Gyalog
Cco 3-17 1984-88 Ft Ord

Alfonso Gaspar
Aco Bco 1-17 1996-99

CPT Sean Nolan
Current CO Cco 1-17 Ft Lewis

NEW ANNUAL MEMBERS
Ronad Hartzog
Bco 3-17 1981-84 Ft Ord

James R. Holt
Heavy Mortar Co 1953
Korean War 
Anthony Bowen
Hqs 1-17 1960-61

Michael Kemp-McCoy
3-17 1982-85 Ft Ord 
Gregory Klass
Medic 1-17 2007-11 OEF 
William Long
Decendant  
Rodney Maxson
HQs 2nd BN 1952
Korean War

New ASSOCIATION
members

BUFFALO FUNNIES

PVT MURPHY
Mark Baker
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Col (Ret) Gerald J. Carlson

Gerald J. Carlson completed his 
final mission and was victorious 
against cancer, passing to a bet-
ter life on November 21, 2011.  

He was born in Ishpeming, 
Michigan on November 30, 1928 
to Bill and Anna Carlson and 
was raised in Marquette, Michi-
gan. Upon graduation from high 
school and following a period of 
labor shoveling coal on an ore 
boat on the Great Lakes, Jerry 
was appointed to West Point, 
graduating in 1951. Following 
graduation, he went in the infan-
try and subsequently served in 
Korea in the 17th Infantry Regi-
ment, 7th Division from 1952 
to 1953 as a platoon leader and 
company commander. While 
serving in Korea, Jerry received 
the Silver Star for distinguished 
gallantry in action; the Bronze 
Star Medal (valor) for heroism; 
two Purple Hearts for wounds in 
action; and the Combat Infantry 
Badge.  

Following Korea, he served in 
the 11th Airborne Division as a 
staff officer and company com-

mander at Fort Campbell and 
Augsburg, Germany, the 1st Air-
borne Battle Group, 187th In-
fantry Regiment in Lebanon and 
Fort Bragg, NC.  He attended the 
Infantry School in Fort Benning, 
Georgia and the Command and 
General Staff College, Fort Leav-
enworth, KS receiving the Com-
mendation Medal for service.  

Upon completion, Jerry was as-
signed to Joint Military Assis-
tance Group in Thailand where 
he served from 1963 to 1966 and 
was awarded a second Commen-
dation Medal for his service.  

He then served in the Pentagon in 
the Office, Deputy Chief of Staff 
for Operations, Department of 
the Army from 1966 to 1969 and 
was awarded the Legion of Merit. 

He served in Vietnam from 1969 
to 1970 as the First Brigade Ex-
ecutive and later Battalion Com-
mander of the 6th Battalion, 31st 
Infantry, 9th Infantry Division 
and was decorated with his sec-
ond and third Silver Stars for gal-
lantry in action; a second Legion 

of Merit; the Distinguished Fly-
ing Cross for heroism; his second 
and third Bronze Star Medals (for 
valor) for heroism; 17 Air Medals; 
two additional Commendation 
Medals (one for valor); and the 
Combat Infantry Badge.  

Upon completion of his service 
in Vietnam, Jerry returned to at-
tend the Industrial College of the 
Armed Forces and subsequent as-
signment to Office, Joint Chiefs of 
Staff where he served from 1971 
to 1974 participating in the White 
House briefing team of Secretary 
of Defense Melvin Laird and Sec-
retary of State Henry Kissinger. 
He received a third Legion of 
Merit for his service while with 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. He then 
served as the Commanding Of-
ficer of the 2nd Basic Combat 
Training Brigade from 1974 to 
1976. Jerry’s last military assign-
ment was to the Staff and Faculty 
of the Command and General 
Staff College, Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas where he completed a 
distinguished 30 year military ca-
reer as the Deputy Commandant 
of the School and as a Colonel.

Jerry Carlson and Bruce Frazer in Jan 2011 at the 4-17 Activation
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HAPPY
BIRTHDAY

Einar Ingman
Medal of Honor Awardee, Einar Ingman celebrated 
his 82nd Birthday on 6 October, 2011. Gil and Ardi 
Isham along with Jack and Marlene Csuy were in 
attendance at Einar’s Birthday Party.

Einar Ingman served with Company E, 17th Infan-
try during the Korean War and earned the Medal of 
Honor for his actions near Maltari, Korea on Febru-
ary 26th, 1951.

~ continued from page 39

monuments will have pavers in them.  As 
some of you may know the NIM has had 
some financial difficulties.  One of the pro-
grams they have ongoing to obtain funds is a 
paver program.  As such they feel any other 
organizations paver programs would be in 
competition with theirs.  So, they will not al-
low pavers on the Walk of Honor memorials. 
I have had a meeting with the Exec Dir of the 
NIM to discuss the entire issue.  He is cur-
rently unwanting and unwilling to grant us 
any waiver on the pavers.  He is just unwill-
ing to allow a precedent to be set that will 
allow any other organizations to use pavers.  
We have exchanged numerous emails the last 
several days and the discussion continues.  
There has to be some solution to this prob-
lem that is acceptable by all parties.  I have 
proposed placing the pavers in the wall.  We 
have proposed redesigning the monument 
with the pavers displayed in some manner 
other than what is current.  None of this op-
tions have been acceptable.  We continue dis-
cussions on this.  We counted the existing 
pavers the other day.  Came up with a count 
of 591 thanks to the assistance of a couple 
of officers and troopers from 4-17.  My guess 
is that is off a little.  Probably some double 
counts.
 
So, what do we do?  As some of you may 
remember Sacrifice Field is at a desolate lo-
cation on Ft Benning.  The museum moved 
and no one visits the area now.  Some day in 
the future, the Western Hemispheric Insti-
tute for Security Cooperation (old School of 
the Americas) (WHINSEC) will occupy the 
old museum building, but that may be some 
time, after major renovation. The only peo-
ple who will see our monument are people 
walking their dogs, running to the Riverwalk 
from the housing area to get in a run or those 
who happen to be some of the few who drive 
to the golf course from the old Main Post en-
trance.   Under current policy, we would have 
to move the monument without the pavers.  
To me that would show a lack of respect to 
those who contributed money 
~ continued on page 44
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TAPS

COL GERALD CARLSON (RL)
L Company PL and CO
Korean War 1952-53
Died November 2011

El Paso, TX

MSG GIL ZAMORA (RL)
C Company

Korean War 1953-54
Ojai, CA

MAJ EDWARD BOYLES SR 
(RL)

Bco 17th Infantry WWII
Attu, Kwajalein, Philippines

Died June 2011

ALMA ROHR (HMOR)
Beloved Wife of Jim Rohr

Died September 2011
Spartanburg, SC

SPC Guillermo Morales
3rd PLT - Baker Company 4-17

Died 11 November 2011
Ft Bliss, TX

JODY GUTIERREZ
Bco, Cco, HHC 4-17 1987-92

Operation Just Cause
Died December 2011
Albuquerque, NM

~ continued from page 43

to the establishment of the 
monument and especially to 
the Soldiers and families of 
those who were KIA in Af-
ghanistan.  I know for a fact 
some families of deceased 
troops from 1-17 have visited 
the monument.  A second op-
tion is to completely redesign 
the monument without the 
pavers and move it.  I think 
there are no real good op-
tions.  If we wait too long, we 
will lose the prime plot on the 
Walk of Honor.  But, I think 
we need to hold our ground 
right now and continue to try 
to convince the NIM that they 
have reason to “grandfather” 
paver usage in the 17th Regi-
mental monument. Especially 
since there was no mention 
early on about the pavers be-
ing not able to be moved.  

I think I will get a sense from 
the NIM leadership if it is just 
a hopeless effort to continue 
to try.  It will take time in the 
meanwhile to raise money to 
cover the “worst case” move-
ment situation, $44k.  So, I 
think we start a campaign 
now to raise the money nec-
essary.  So, I guess it is up to 
the Board of Directors to de-
termine.  

Johnny Brooks
COL USA RET
4-17 Commander 1989-91
Operation Just Cause
Life Member
Current Board Member
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                Last Name                                                     First Name                                                   Middle

                Street                                                              City                                                   State                    Zip

17th Infantry Regiment Association Membership Application

Ronald Miller
4503 Christy Drive

Granbury. Texas  76049
817 - 910 - 9520

E-Mail:  millerdog70@hotmail.com

PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE WHEN FILLING OUT FORM, do not write. Mail completed form and check or money 
order made out to the 17th Infantry Regiment Association to Membership Chairman, Ron Miller: 

Note: You can have a subscription to the “Bu�alo Bugle” for only $10.00 a year if you do not qualify for a 17th 
Infantry Regiment Association membership. 

Name:_____________________________________________________________________________________                    

Address:___________________________________________________________________________________

Member Status:              Active Duty              Veteran            Widow of Veteran            Descendant of Veteran

Veteran Spouse’s Name (or nearest of kin):______________________________________________________

Today’s Date:_____________________________ Phone Number:____________________________________

E-Mail Address:_________________________________________ Fax Number:_________________________

With the 17th From:____________________19________ To________________________19______________    

Unit served with (Battalion, Company, etc) :______________________________________________________

Referred to the Association by:________________________________________________________________

For Annual Membership Dues, please enclose $17.00.  For Lifetime Membership Dues, please enclose $150.00. 
Note: Lifetime Membership includes a 17th Infantry Bronze Bu�alo Coin and Certificate.

Please Check One:

                New Annual Membership   Renewal Annual Membership                 Lifetime Membership   
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MEMBER QUESTIONNAIRE
What is your primary reason for joining the 17th Infantry Regiment Association?

What do you feel is the most important benefit you receive from being a member of the Association?

What do you feel the Association could do differently to better serve its membership?

Do you have photographs or color slides that we can copy from your time with the 17th Infantry Regiment?

Would you be interested in serving on a committee or helping in a technical way, i.e., website
Administration, database administration, graphic art, technical writing, photography, etc.

Would you be interested in serving as a Board Member or Officer of the Association?

Are you a current member of the National Infantry Association?

Miscellaneous Comments, etc.
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Association Life Member Joseph E Mulcahy is promoted to CSM of 2-17; Korea 1972

CPT Lokker, un-known, LTC Werp, un-known, MAJ Hughes, CPT Schoffstall - Korea 1952



ADDRESS LABEL CODES
RA - Veteran Annual Member
RL - Veteran Life Member
DA - Active Duty Annual
DL - Active Duty Life Member
AA - Associate Annual Member
AL - Associate Life Member
LA - Lineal Annual Member
LL - Lineal Life Member
2012 - Year Dues Paid Until

*Note: If the code above your name is anything other than
“2012” (excluding Life Memberships),  your membership is due.  
e-mail or call Don Shook if you have any questions.

Donald E Shook Jr.
17th Infantry Regiment Association
1010 Manor Road
New Kensington, PA  15068

Pictured below: LTC Max Moore and 4-17 Officers at Gerald Carson’s Funeral Nov 2011.


