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TACOMA REUNION A SUCCESS
The 2008 Tacoma / Ft
Lewis, Washington reunion was a great success
in large part because it
was held with the 1st
Battalion, 17th Infantry
stationed at Ft Lewis.
Many thanks goes out to
LTC Jon Neumann, CSM
Peter Smith, The Officers,
NCOs, and men of the
Battalion for being such
great hosts. The Buffalo brotherhood grows
stronger!
Next year’s reunion will
be held in San Antonio,
Texas from 23 September
to 27 September. Bruce
Frazer and his wife Gay
are doing all the leg
work, so I’m sure it will
be a big success. Registration forms and info are
in this issue.
SEE YOU THERE !

LTC Jon Neumann congratulates
Major Ed Boyles after awarding him the
Bronze Star and Purple Heart for his
actions on Leyte during World War II.
Ed was evacuated after being wounded and was never “properly” awarded
his medals of Valor from the Philippine
Campaign. The ceremony was held at
the Fort Lewis Museum and attended
by many people including his family and
the local news

1-17 Infantry Strykers will deploy
to Afghanistan
The Department of Defense just announced that the fifth
Brigade, the Army’s newest SBCT and the fourth Stryker brigade formed at Fort Lewis, will take its approximately 3,900
troops to Afghanistan sometime during mid-summer 2009.
This will be the brigade’s first deployment. The 5th Brigade
subordinate battalions include the 1st Battalion, 17th Infantry
Regiment.
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The Buffalo Bugle is edited and produced for the Association by Association
Member Donald Shook with article proofreading provided by Carla Shook. Stories, photographs, cartoons, and articles of interest to members of the 17th
Infantry Regiment Association are welcomed and greatly appreciated. Please
identify all personnel and locations when possible on back of photographs,
along with a return address so that we can return your photographs to you.
Items can also be electronically sent via e-mail to: deshook@7thinfantry.com

Greetings and salutations to all my

Buffalo friends! It’s been several
months since the last newsletter and
I’m sincerely sorry for being so late
with this issue and I can only say that
it will never happen again. I know
that a lot of you look forward to getting the Bugle and I’ve been learning
to use the application used in the
design of this newsletter, so this issue
is my first, solo production. This is a
good thing for me and being able to
do it myself will allow me to layout
the Bugle as I go without coordinating with a graphic Designer. Thanks
again to Kevin Gilfether for laying
down the foundation and templates for
our current Bugle format, and I hope
to improve on it in future editions.
One new feature is the front and back
color pages. It comes with no additional charges from our printer.
The 2008 reunion was a great success and truly a great opportunity to
strengthen the bonds between the
Association and the 1st Battalion. I
think that it’s safe to say that our mission was accomplished. I can’t thank
the command and soldiers enough for
their hospitality. To see current soldiers of the 1st Battalion and veterans
of such conflicts as Okinawa and Pork
Chop Hill interacting is something that
I will not soon forget. We had veterans from all eras attend in 2008 and
I wanted to thank all who helped out

with planning etc. Clarence Rineck,
Bruce and Gay Frazer, Bob and Sheila
Connelly, Carolyn Eve, Pat Wilson,
Andy Ferriera, Steve Goodwin, etc.
There are many more, and my thanks
to you all! I also wanted to mention
that a few months prior to the 2008
reunion, I sent out an e-mail to veterans of the Regiment and members
of the Association asking them to
consider paying for a soldier’s dinner
at the reunion banquet. I am proud to
report to this Association that so many
people responded, we had over one
hundred dinners paid for by buffalo
veterans, and the banquet was at its
maximum seating capacity with over
three hundred attendees. For veterans
to donate almost $3,000.00 for these
young men to attend the banquet is a
testament of the brotherhood in this
Association and among Buffalo veterans from all eras. These men deserve
to be recognized and I’ve added a list
on page 22 of the donors. I wanted to
make sure that the soldiers knew who
was paying for their dinners but with
so many contributions coming in at the
last minute, it was almost impossible
to keep track of. Please let me know if
I forgot about anyone!
Another great memory for me from
this years reunion was sitting and talking with Brian Duncan who was at his
first reunion. (Brian served with the
4-17 Scout platoon from 1984 to 1988)
As we were catching up, he mentioned
that he dad had served with the 17th
Infantry as a medic late in the Korean
War. I immediately thought of Matt
Massey, who served as a Medic with F
Company from 53 to 54. I tracked Matt
down at the reunion and asked if he
remembered Bill’s dad and he did! He
thought that he might have a picture
of him there, but didn’t. A few weeks
after the reunion I received a couple of
pictures of Duncan’s dad from Byron
Barnes who also served as a Medic
with the 2nd battalion. One of these
pictures can be found on page 23. It
truly is a small world.

In following a tradition set by General
“Buffalo Bill” Quinn, I wanted to present the men of the 1st battalion something that would instill pride in them
being a “Buffalo.” After some thought,
I was able to put together a pretty nice
display for the Battalion Headquarters.
We presented it to LTC Jon Neumann
and CSM Smith at the banquet and
the inscription and a picture of it can
be found on page 22. I would like to
thank my dad, Donald Shook Sr. for
helping with the construction of the
statue’s base, etc. I hope that the
statue is a source of inspiration for
the men of the 1st Battalion. With
that said, it was announced last week
that the 1st Battalion will deploy to
Afghanistan in June 2009 to continue
the Global War on Terrorism. The Association wishes them well and we’re
confidant that they will make a name
for themselves as they add yet another
Battle Streamer to the Battalion’s and
Regiment’s Lineage and Honors. After
seeing the men of the 1st Battalion
train at the reunion, I would not want
to be on the receiving end of these
men and their Strykers.
I hope that you’ll all think about
attending the 2009 reunion in San
Antonio, Texas. All the details can be
found in this issue and I encourage you
to make your reservations now. Bruce
and Gay Frazer are hosting this year
and I know that they have some big
surprises in store for us. I’m personally looking forward to visiting the
Alamo and Ft Sam Houston. Members
have been asking for a Texas reunion
for years, so don’t disappoint us! Make
your reservations now and remember,
even though the reunion runs from
Wednesday to Sunday, you can attend
any day that’s convenient for you with
Friday and Saturday traditionally being
the best days of the reunion. The 2010
reunion will be held at Ft Benning, GA
and I’ll hopefully have some initial
reunion details in the next newsletter
which will be out in a few months.
~ continued on page 14

Our association has in its files reports on the Attack at Pearl Harbor
by two eye witnesses who are members of our Association. The first is
from Mr. Fred Kamaka, of Hawaii,
who sent his notes to us this past
November. Ed Boyle’s account will
be included in the next issue
“Eyewitness story on Pearl Harbor
Attack, December 7, 1941”
By Frederick K. Kamaka
On December 7, 1941, I, Frederick
K. Kamaka, was a 17 year old Cadet
at Kamehameha Schools, Kapalama
Heights, Honolulu, Hawaii. The
school, though military oriented (we
wore the Khaki uniform all day,)
was a private school endowed by the
Kings, and Queens of Hawaii. The
schools military program for that
Sunday included Church Service in
the morning and a military parade
in the afternoon with squad competitions between all companies in
the regiment. The school, located
on the heights, overlooked the extensive outskirts of Honolulu, the
Honolulu Airport on Lagoon Drive,
Hickam Air Force Base, and Pearl
Harbor. All the students boarded
at the school dormitories.
That morning proved to be clear, except for a patch of clouds scattered
over the Hickam Field/Pearl Harbor

area. It would be extremely hot by
the afternoon, the time scheduled
for our Sunday Parade for December.
During breakfast, the cadets sitting
at my table were discussing the parade, for the competition would be
keen this year. It meant a lot to me,
as I was assigned to lead my squad
in the competition for my company.
Being a Dining Room Orderly for
the month, one of my jobs was to
supervise and check to see that each
assigned waiter cleared their tables
of the breakfast meal and set up for
lunch before being released to return to their dormitories to prepare
for 10 AM Church Service as well as
to get their uniforms ready for the
afternoon parade.
Having secured the Dining Hall,
I crossed Bishop Hall Field heading for Kamehameha Dorm where I
lived. Upon reaching the Assembly
Hall and the steps leading up the
hillside to my dormitory, I clambered atop the wall in front of the
Assembly Hall and as was my custom every morning, I gazed at the
view that stretched out before me.
My eyes picked out to my left, Diamond Head,
Waikiki Beach with numerous sail
boats in the ocean, Punchbowl and
the important places in downtown
Honolulu, then past Aloha Tower
where I could see two freighters
waiting outside the entrance to Honolulu Harbor for permission to enter. My eyes then came to rest on the
runways of Hickam Field and where
I hoped to see some planes taking
off but was disappointed. However,
I did notice many aircraft parked in
rows before the hangers.
Glancing past Pearl Harbor and the
ships parked there, my gaze took in
the Ewa Plantation sugar cane fields
and the Waianae Mountain Range
that stretched beyond. At that moment my eyes were attracted by a
glint of sunlight reflected either
from a mirror or metal sheet from

the northerly direction just above
the Waianae Mountains.
Looking closely, I noticed formations of
planes in the traditional “V” flight
configuration moving toward the
patch of clouds over the Hickam
Field/Pearl Harbor area. Suddenly,
when the planes reached a point
above the cloud mass, they started
to dive single file thru the clouds
toward Hickam Field and Pearl Harbor. (The previous week, we had
watched Joint US Service Maneuvers
which had included a mock bombing
of Honolulu Harbor by planes from
our own aircraft carriers). At first
I assumed that these were our own
returning US planes, but imagine
my surprise when puffs of dust rose
from the ground under the swooping planes at Hickam Field and the
sounds of explosions rent the quiet
Sunday morning. This was at exactly 7:55 AM on December 7, 1941.
The school’s PMS&T Lt. A. Mahikoo
had just driven up, and had gone to
check on his mail distribution box.
He was dressed in a suit in preparation for Sunday Church Service.
When he returned to where I stood
with several of the cadets, I pointed
out what appeared to be burning
planes on the Hickam Field apron itself, the visible bomb burst, the sky
filled with diving planes and the
faint sound of machine guns firing.
After watching for a moment, he said
“more maneuvers,” and then went
on explaining “the planes are from
our carrier fleet which was missing
from Pearl, holes dug in the ground
and dynamite exploded to simulate bomb bursts, and smoke pots
on Hickam area instead of burning
planes to make all the action more
realistic.”
Six minutes after the start of the
action, the guns from the ships in
Pearl Harbor and our shore batteries
finally began to fire.
~ continued on page 7

This is my first opportunity to
write to you from the Secretary’s
desk, a position which I hesitatingly accepted at the last meeting of
the Association in Tacoma, Washington. Tacoma is in the shadow of
Fort Lewis, the current home of the
first battalion of the brave 17th Infantry Regiment, now referred to as
a Stryker Brigade. I suppose that my
new position is somewhat fitting as
both my Mother and Father, during
my formative years, were Secretaries of their respective fraternal organizations. So why complain? It’s
apparently in my genes!
Getting back to the last reunion, it
was nothing less than phenomenal,
as all who attended will attest. The
people who set it up should be
commended for their great work,
and the choice of Tacoma as its site.
Hopefully, next year’s reunion in
San Antonio, Texas, will likewise
prove to be as memorable, but it
will be very difficult to beat. What
made this reunion unique was the
presence of so many handsomely
uniformed young, present day Buffaloes, with their wives and partners, at the Saturday night dinner;
and the opportunity for so many of
our members and their partners to
check out the latest weaponry of
our modern infantry.

For Nancy and me, the highlight of
the reunion, and one which we will
always cherish, was finally getting
to personally meet Joyce and Ted
Himka. Joyce is the widow of one of
the 17th Infantry’s greatest heroes,
posthumous Medal of Honor recipient, 1st Lt. Richard T. Shea, Jr., one
of the greatest heroes of the bloody
July battle of Pork Chop Hill. I had
been writing to Joyce pretty regularly while putting together our 3
½ hour documentary about the Korean War, Men of Truth and Courage in a “forgotten war”; The 17th
Infantry Regiment in Korea, and she
was very helpful in putting together
the section about Dick Shea, both
in the documentary and on the 17th
Infantry page of our web site, which
draws over 5,000 hits from all over
the world every day, at:
www.legaleagleproductions.com.
Joyce and Dick were married at West
Point on the date of his graduation,
and she was carrying his child when
he went off to Korea, bypassing
an invitation to the United States
Olympic team as a distance runner.
Their son, Richard, since deceased,
was born, never having been seen
by his father, and never knowing his
father! Joyce and Ted were Nancy
and my guests at the Saturday night
banquet, when, after the passage of
more than 50 years, Lt. Shea was
deservedly declared a Distinguished
Member of the Regiment, posthumously, and Joyce was made an
Honorary Member of the Regiment.
It was a night which many of us will
never forget, especially since seated
at our table, at our invitation, was
the current CO of Dick’s beloved
“A” Company, now called “Alpha,”
and two of the current company officers!
To top that off, September 23, 2008,
was declared Lt. Richard Thomas
Shea, Jr. Day at Churchland High
School in Portsmouth, Virginia,
Dick’s alma mater. It was the brain-

child of one of our members, Leo
Ruffing, the current chaplain of
the Korean War Veterans Association. While Portsmouth is some 250
miles from where we live in North
Carolina, Nancy and I resolved not
to miss that momentous occasion.
That distance was chicken feed compared to the 7600+ miles we had
put on traveling to and from Tacoma
by automobile. It turned out to be a
beautiful Memorial Service dedicated to a great American hero, with
an Honor Guard provided by the
school’s Marine Jr. ROTC; a benediction and invocation by Chaplain
Ruffing, which included a poem
about Shea written by an alumnus
of the school who had never met
him; and stories told by two of his
friends; one from his boyhood years
in Portsmouth, and the other from
his class at West Point. The auditorium was filled with hundreds of interested students and former friends
of Dick and Joyce, who met while in
high school. Even I got to say a few
words, and I could feel the spirit of
Dick Shea in the large auditorium,
decked out with a large portrait of
him on the screen and, the shadow
box which was presented to the
school with memorabilia from his
all too short life. Nancy and I presented three copies of our documentary; two for the school library, and
one for the Marine Jr. ROTC unit.
We were permitted to videotape the
entire event, and we have already
produced a DVD of the occasion for
Joyce, the school library, the United
States Military Academy, and some
of Dick’s friends, as well as Chapter 191 of the Korean War Veterans
Association, which sponsored the
event. Our long day was topped off
by a visit with Leo Ruffing to Dick’s
final resting place in Portsmouth,
which appropriately contains two
separate granite headstones in his
memory, bedecked with flowers
and American flags.
~ continued on page 6

~ continued on page 5

As mentioned by
Stu Namm, Leo
Ruffing spearheaded the effort
to present this display case to Medal
of Honor winner,
Richard Shea’s
high school Alma
Mater (Churchland High School
in Portsmouth,
VA.) Some of the
items in the case
were donated
by association
members. Many
thanks to them,
Stu and Nancy
Namm for attending and Leo Ruffing for “Leading
the Way” on this
project.

The adventure continues on the afternoon of Friday, March 27, 2009
when Nancy and I will travel to
Sulphur, Oklahoma, the small rural
town where Medal of Honor recipient, one of the 17th Infantry’s heroes
of the Korean War, Raymond Harvey, spent his childhood years, and
where Nancy lived when she was in
Junior High School when her Dad
was stationed at the local Air Force
base. On that occasion Nancy and
I will present a plaque in his honor
at the Arbuckle Historical Society
Museum memorializing for posterity his heroic deeds as the company
commander of Charlie Company,
17th Infantry Regiment. We hope
that some of the Association will
attend, and we’d love to hear from
anyone who plans to attend the ceremony.”

“Truth and Courage”
Stuart Namm
Men of Truth and Courage in a
“Forgotten War”;
the 17th Infantry in Korea

MAILROOM
Dear Donald:
May I thank you for adding
me to the complimentary
subscribers list of the l7th
Inf’s “The Buffalo Bugle.” The
November December 2007
issue is an excellent example
of what a newsletter should
be for veterans.
May I salute you and your
staff for superb work....
Sincerely,
Charlie Richardson
Editor, “The Hourglass,”
newsletter of the 7th Inf. Div.
Assn.

Dear Don,
You did it! This was the best
reunion we have been to!
How are you going to top it?
Your supporting cast made
everything run without a hitch
and are sure due a vote of
thanks! The opportunity to
mingle with the troops was
something that I will never
forget.
Thanks to you and your helpers and we’re looking forward
to the San Antonio Reunion!
Tom & Maggie
Nightingale

bers of the Regiment closed 28 February in accordance with our SOP.
However, with the death of HCOR
Hickman, we are having a special
nomination period to select a new
HCOR to be installed at the 2009
reunion in San Antonio. If you want
to nominate a candidate to this esteemed and hallowed position, contact me immediately to instruct you
through the necessary nomination
steps.

~ continued from page 4

As we watched, two planes in the
air were shot down in flames and
others were hit and crashed into the
water or on land due to the intense
barrage.
I excitedly said to the PMS&T, “Look,
we are shooting our own planes!”
He then became excited also, ran to
his car and turned on the radio to
full volume so we could all hear the
radio announcer: “This is the real
thing—This is War—Pearl Harbor is
under attack—planes that have been
shot down bear the insignia of the
Rising Sun on their wings.” Over
and over came the message and the
significance of these words hit with
an impact to us all. Thoughts of an
afternoon parade were given up as
we might not hold another formation if the Japanese succeeded in
capturing these islands.
The gunners on the ships and on
shore batteries did not have time to
set fuses on the anti-aircraft shells
and were only hoping that the fired
shells would hit an enemy plane.
However, if they missed, then the
shells would return to earth, detonate upon impact, and kill or injure
civilians in Honolulu. As we stood
listening to the radio messages from
the PMS&T car radio, we suddenly
heard a loud whistling sound, the
PMS&T shouted “Hit the Ground”
and as he dove to the ground in his
suit, we immediately followed his
example. We were lucky we did,
for two anti-aircraft shells hit the
retaining wall 100 feet up the road,
knocking a large hole in the wall
for and scattering shrapnel over the
area. Within seconds, other errant
shells were landing on the hillside
above and below the school itself,
but none came close as the two that
struck the retaining wall just above
us.
~ continued on page 10

Greetings, fellow Buffalos
Congratulations again to the
2008 Distinguished and Honorary
Members of the Regiment inducted
at the reunion in Tacoma, Washington. We took the induction ceremony to a new level to increase the
prestige of the award, and we were
graced with former 1-17 commander COL Michael Okita and current
battalion leaders, commander LTC
Jon Neumann and CSM Peter Smith
and their spouses, along with many
currently serving Buffalos in attendance at the banquet.
We also installed CSM (Retired)
Mack Vereen as the Honorary Sergeant Major of the Regiment (HSGMOR). CSM Vereen works at the
US Army Sergeants Major Academy
as the Chief of the Directorate of
Training Development for all of the
Army’s levels of NCO Education and
regrettably could not attend.
It is with great regret and sorrow
that I report that our Honorary Colonel of the Regiment LTC (Retired)
Tom Hickman passed away. President Don Shook, George Harvey,
and others represented the Association at the viewing.
The 2009 nomination season for
Distinguished and Honorary Mem-

Keep in mind that we are only a
source of nominees to the active
battalion commander and Chief of
Infantry. Being nominated by the
Association is not a guarantee that
one will be approved at either battalion or proponent level, and those
making nominations should tell the
nominee that they are not a lock to
being approved.
I look forward to seeing you all in
San Antonio.

Thundering Herd!!
Tim Green - Chairman
DMOR/HMOR
Committee

Happy New Year to all members of
the association. It was such an honor to get to host a few events during
your annual reunion. The Soldiers
of First Battalion really enjoyed interacting with you, displaying some
of our new equipment, and demonstrating a few of their skills. The
banquet and events at the reunion
hotel were all done first class and
provided a great opportunity for us
to get to know so many of you even
better.
Since the reunion, the Battalion
has maintained a brisk training
pace to continue to prepare us for
combat. In September, the entire
5th Brigade was in the field for our
largest exercise to date. Our battalion executed an attack here at Ft.
Lewis and then followed it up with
an attack and sustained counterguerilla operations in the Central
Washington desert near Yakima.
Spreading the exercise out across
the miles between the two training
sites gave us a good chance to practice what has become the norm for
Stryker-equipped Infantry units in
combat long movements followed
immediately by an attack based on
time-sensitive intelligence.
Right on the heels of the Brigade
field exercise, we welcomed the 22d
Regiment of the Japan Ground Self

Defense Force who brought their
regimental staff and a re-enforced
rifle company to train with us. Exercise Rising Warrior is an annual
Pacific Theater training event to
continue to solidify our relationship
with both Japan and her military.
For two weeks we trained side-byside with our counterparts culminating in a large combined attack
that allowed us to practice fighting
with a coalition partner like we will
do in combat. Rising Warrior was a
great training opportunity and also
a chance for our Soldiers to share
cultural lessons and learn from our
guests. The Japanese military has
undergone a complete restructuring
since the days of the Imperial Army
in World War II, but it was neat to
discover that in May of 1945, during
the counteroffensive phase of the
battle of Okinawa, the 17th Regiment was directly opposed by their
22d Regiment.
In the remaining time this Fall and
Winter, the Buffaloes have been focused on maintenance and recovery
of our equipment and giving our
Soldiers some much deserved time
off for the holidays. We continue
to receive new equipment and now
have some of the final variant of the
Stryker vehicle that we have been expecting. Our Soldiers with the 19K
(armor crewman) occupational specialty are now training hard on the
Mobile Gun System (MGS) Stryker
which carries a 105mm cannon on
the Stryker wheeled platform and
will provide us some very welcome
firepower to go along with our dismounted Infantry capability. When
equipping and training is complete,
each rifle company will have an MGS
platoon to employ on the battlefield.
Any of you fortunate to fight alongside a tank will agree how nice it is
to have your own armor capability
right inside the battalion. We have
also received our remaining command post tentage and equipment
so that we can basically replicate

our complete battalion headquarters
when we are deployed.
Next up for the Buffaloes in the
New Year is our Mission Rehearsal
Exercise in the Mojave Desert at Ft.
Irwin, California. We’ll spend the
month of February there and upon
completion of that training we are
about as ready for war as we can
be. We have received orders for a
combat deployment, we just don’t
know exactly when and where we
are going. It’s a safe bet that by the
summer we’ll be on our way to a different desert ready to put this new
unit to the test.
Thank you again for honoring us
by holding your 2008 reunion near
Fort Lewis. The beautifully mounted Buffalo statue that the association presented to the battalion is
prominently displayed in our headquarters. I am extremely proud of
the relationship we have been able
to build since standing up here at
Ft. Lewis and the storied 17th Regiment Colors being uncased back in
the continental U.S. I sincerely appreciate the continued support from
the association and look forward to
more opportunities for you to interact with the active duty Buffaloes,
out here in the Pacific Northwest.

“Truth and Courage”
LTC Jon Neumann
Buffalo 6

and TOP SECTION.
The quality of soldiers that this great
battalion was mirrored at the last
Sergeant Major board where MSG
Kindler, our Operations Sergeant
Major, and 1SG Ashley, our HHC
1SG were selected.
MSG Kindler has been frogged since
then and is currently enrolled in the
non-residential Sergeants Majors
course and 1SG Ashley will leave us
in June to attend the United States
Sergeant Majors course in El Paso,
TX. He will be greatly missed.

Hello from Fort Lewis, home of
the Buffaloes, to all 17th Infantry
Regiment Association members.
The Battalion is in its last stages
before deploying into theater. We
just came back from our NTC rotation where we found out that we
are part of the 17000 soldiers that
will booster the force that is already in Afghanistan. Our brother
Tim Green was very happy to hear
the news.
The Battalion is at approximately
97% strength and will receive another big push in May. We are still
weeding out the weak (only a couple more to go), but the rest are doing a fantastic job.
Our main training focus has changed
due to the change in mission. The
soldiers are focusing on long range
marksmanship and physical fitness. Daily foot marches are being
conducted with full load. We are
currently firing at targets that are
greater than 300 meters.
New equipment is also rolling in
and the Battalion just received
three MGS Strykers before deploying to NTC. The Buffaloes led the
way during the MGS gunnery with
receiving high honors of TOP GUN

We also had some major changes
in the Battalion. CPT Glonek from
Bco and CPT Pope from HHC have
switched and 1SG Hicks is our new
Aco 1 SG.
One last note to all you Buffaloes
out there: thanks for all the support
you guys and girls give us. You can
be proud of this outfit.
I am so lucky to be the Command
Sergeant Major for this unit. This is
the best job in the world. The next
time you will hear from us is when
we are in Afghanistan. Once again
this great Battalion will write history and these young soldiers will
step into your footsteps.

CSM Peter Smith
Buffalo 7

A New Project
for the Historian
During our reunion at Ft. Lewis, several of our members
expressed an interest in gathering the history of our Association.
Mr. Pete Gallo has sent me several letters and has called me
to add information that will
be helpful in our endeavor.
Pete has started the ball rolling and now I would ask that
any member who can add to
our information base to please
step up and send me via mail
or e-mail any material that you
would like to share with us.
We are looking for names,
dates, and places that are relative to the start up of the Association from the East and
West groups.
It is our intention to gather
this information and produce
a history of our Association
from start to present.
Please contact Mr. Pete Gallo
or Bruce Frazer if you are interested in providing some
historical background for this
project.

Bruce Frazer
Association
Historian

~ continued from page 7

By this time, all the dormitory windows on the ocean side of the six
living buildings were filled with
students leaning out or even sitting
on the narrow window sills trying
to watch the battle. Right after the
two anti-aircraft shells landed on
the retaining wall and other shells
landed on the surrounding hillside,
the PMS&T ordered all students and
school personnel into the basements
of the reinforced concrete dormitories. It was here where most of the
Schools’ staff and student body sat
out most of the attack with only a
radio as contact. Because I was a
member of the school’s rifle team,
I was one of the lucky cadets assigned as security outside the dormitories to make sure that everyone
stayed inside the basements.
Because of my job as security, I was
in a position to see the climax of the
attack that came about 25 minutes
after the start of the battle, when
a terrific explosion occurred, the
ground shook, and an immense pillar of flame and black smoke burst
upward from Pearl Harbor. Everyone
thought at first that the oil tanks on
shore had been hit, but I could see
that it was one of the major ships
in the harbor which had exploded a
battleship. We later learned that it
was the battleship Arizona that exploded, broke in two sections and
sank, taking 900 officers and men
to a watery grave where they remain to this day. Nearly all ships
in Battleship Row had been sunk or
were badly damaged. None of the
aircraft carriers were in Pearl Harbor
at the time of the attack, but were
out maneuvering somewhere in the
Pacific Ocean and did not get into
the battle.
That afternoon, all the rifles we
used in the ROTC Program were
confiscated and given to equip the
hastily organized Territorial Home
Guard to protect the shoreline of the

island from an anticipated invasion
by Japan. Although the threat never occurred, many senior students
were drafted into the Home Guard
and later absorbed into the regular
military. Back at school, members
of the school’s rifle team were given
the mission of protecting the water
tanks in the hills above the school
campus, as the threat of an airborne
invasion where the enemy would try
to disrupt communication lines and
poison water supplies. The fear of
invasion disappeared after several
months and especially after the arrival of Regular Military troops from
the mainland US.

“Truth and Courage”
Fred Kamaka
Board Member
LTC USA RET
C Company 1953

PHILIPPINE REPUBLIC
PRESIDENTIAL UNIT
CITATION

1. Description: The ribbon is 1
3/8 inches in width and consists
of the following stripes: 1/2 inch
Ultramarine Blue; 3/8 inch White;
and 1/2 inch Old Glory Red. The
ribbon is enclosed behind a gold
color metal frame.
2. Criteria:
a. The Philippine Republic Presidential Unit Citation was awarded
to certain units of the Armed
Forces of the United
States in recognition of participation in the war against the Japanese Empire during the periods 7
December 1941 and 10 May 1942,
inclusive, and 17 October 1944 to
4 July 1945, inclusive.
b. The Philippine Republic Presidential Unit Citation was also
awarded to several U.S. military
units for outstanding service
to the Republic of the Philippines
in 1970 and 1972 during disaster
relief operations.
3. Background:
a. The Philippine Republic Presidential Unit Citation ribbon is
authorized for permanent wear
only. Personnel assigned
to the organization during the period cited may wear the emblem.
Only one award is authorized for
wear.
b. Organizations which have been
awarded the Philippine Republic
Presidential Unit Citation may
display a streamer on the organizational flag. The streamer is the
same pattern as the ribbon. The
inscription will be as indicated on
the unit’s lineage and honors

the buffalo store

We also accept credit card orders on the Associations website!
Operation Iraqi Freedom Patch
Proceeds go to the Stewart Rothman Soldiers’ Morale Fund
$5.75

17th Infantry Regiment Pen Knife
“Truth & Courage”
Available in 5 colors: Blue, black, Red, Teal and Green
$5.00

“Stryker” Challenge Coin
Older version of the 17th Association Challege
Coin, featuring the “Stryker” Battalion
$8.00

Association Challenge Coin
Beautiful diamond cut epoxy filled. Battle honors
include Iraq
$8.00

“Truth & Courage” Nickel
$5.00

1953 Nickel
$5.00

Two Sided silk screened T-shirts:
Sizes: Med, Lrg, XL, XXL
Black or Grey
$19.00

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 17TH INFANTRY ASSOCIATION

PLEASE REMEMBER TO INCLUDE $1.50 FOR SHIPPING AND HANDLING (For shirts, please add $4.00 for S&H)
SEND TO:
David De La Sierra
17th Inf Reg Quartermaster
134 Fox Run
Macon, Ga 31210

Selections for Distinguished
Members of the Regiment (DMOR)
and Honorary Distinguished Members of the Regiment (HDMOR) are
not based solely on military accomplishments during an individual’s
time in service, but also on what the
individual has accomplished on behalf of the Association. The Chairman of the selection committee is
Association Project Chairman, CSM
Tim Green. Nominations for DMOR
or HDMOR should be sent to him at
csmgreen@gmail.com
The above badge and a certificate suitable for framing, as well
as orders signed by the Chief of the
U.S. Infantry, are presented to each
awardee.

CSM Mack Vereen, HSMOR

HDMOR

Margaret Baumann
Ulrike Bell / Alan Bjerke
JoAnn Brigham
Catherine I. Bryant
Stefania Burke
Mary Jo Camp
Cathy Colley
Leslie Drumhiller
Carolyn Eve
Fran Feury
Charlotte Gallo
Donald Garner
Sally Harvey / Joyce Himka
Evelyn Haynes
Carol Heiter
John Hillman
Peggy Holt
Mardelle Ingman
Ardith Isham
Richard Kabaker
Ellen Legg
Mark Marques
Helma Mataxis
Roy P. Montgomery
Alicyn Moore
Chiara Murrell

David Nethken
Lynn Okita / Teresa Robbins
Alma Rohr
Carol Rosa / Lee Rothman
Crystal Sherwood
Carla Shook
Margaret Smith
Christy Splechter
Shirley Stoddard
Janet Strube
Marie Sullivan
Mary Watts
Lee Whitson
Patricia “Pat” Wilson
Tomicene Wilson / Laura Wittler

DMOR
SGM Phillip Albert
Alfred Baumann
SFC Douglas Bell
Clarence Bennet
Paul H. Bryant
SFC Lawrence Burke
Dennis Camp
John T. Carrig
Ralph C. Colley
CSM George Crisostomo
Joe E. DeFosse
Louis E. Eve
Andy Ferreira
Eugene P. Feury
Bruce Frazer
Pete Gallo
COL Edward Gibbons
Kevin Gilfether
Steve Goodwin
Joseph Gonsalves
Eulos Graham
COL Philip Grimm
CSM Timothy Green
George Harvey
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Raymond Harvey *MOH
Fred Hatter
Robert R. Heiter
Thomas Hickman
COL Jeffrey P. Holt
Einar Ingman *MOH
Gilbert E. Isham
COL Jeffrey “Al” Kelly
BG Ted Mataxis
1SG Matthew Splechter
Stuart Johnson
Louis Kolb
Jackie D. Legg
Fred McGee
Joe Midyette
CSM Daryl T. Moore
CSM Timothy Mullins
SGM Walter L. Murrell
Robert Northcutt
COL Mike Okita
1SG John Moore
Tony Perez
Robert Petzold
Arnold Prather
Rocky Rayos
BG Royal Reynolds
Jack Reynoldson
Clarence Rineck
SGM Richard Robbins
James Rohr
Richard Rosa
Stewart Rothman
LT Richard Shea *MOH
James Sheldon
Donald E Shook Jr.
Charles Shuck
LTC James Smith
John L. Strube
John A. Sullivan
CSM Mack Vereen
Don Watts
LTC Charles Webster
Richard Whitson
Scott Wickland
Gregory Williams
Bobby Wilson
Jacob F. Wittler
Darron Wright
Neil Young

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
by CSM Timothy Green (CSM of 1-17 from 1997 to 2000)

At the 2008 Association in Tacoma, Washington, we ran into a few
Alaska based Buffalos again serving with 1-17 INF at Fort Lewis,
Washington.

COL Okita served as the Chief of
Staff, 82d Airborne Division and
deployed paratroopers to Louisiana in support of operations after
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. He
then deployed to Iraq as the special assistant to then-MG William
Caldwell when the latter served as
the Deputy Chief of Staff for Strategic Effects and spokesperson for
the Multi-National Force – Iraq.
COL Okita now serves as the Executive Officer, 1st Corps, Fort
Lewis.

SFC Kevin Whitesel
SFC Whitesel arrived in Alaska in
May 1999 and was assigned to the
HHC 1-17 battalion mortars. In
January 2000 he moved to C Co. to
take over the company mortar section. He left 1-17 in May 2001 and
was reassigned to Fort Carson, CO
with 1-8 Infantry. He deployed to
OIF 1 with that unit as the battalion mortar section sergeant. He
left Fort Carson in November 2004
for Fort Benning, GA, where he
served as a drill sergeant with A
Co., 1-50 Infantry. After that tour
ended, he requested Fort Lewis,
WA and was assigned to 5th BDE,
2ID, 2-1 Infantry. After talking
with the brigade command sergeant major (with whom 1-17 and
2-1 were both assigned) about being affiliated with the Buffalos, he
granted SFC Whitesel permission
to be assigned to the Buffalos once
again. He has been the battalion mortar platoon sergeant since
February 2007. Contact Kevin at
kevin.l.whitesel@us.army.mil.

.

COL Mike Okita
COL Okita served as the 1-17 Infantry commander from June 1996
to June 1998. He departed 1-17
and assumed command of the 2d
Ranger Battalion at Fort Lewis. He
attended the national War College
and subsequently served as the
commander of JTF-B in Honduras.

SFC Kelly Paresa
SFC Paresa served with Co. A, 1-17
beginning in 1996 as a line infantryman and ended up as the

Commo shop a year and half later.
From there he served as battalion
commander LTC Okita’s radio/telephone operator. He transferred
from 1-17 in January 1999 and
went to 2-27 Infantry, 25th Infantry Division in Hawaii for a three
year tour. He transferred to Fort
Lewis and was assigned to the 2nd
Stryker Brigade, 3-31 Infantry. He
deployed to Mosul Iraq in 2004.
After returning from Iraq, he was
assigned to 5th Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division and considers himself
lucky enough to be assigned again
with 1-17 Infantry. SFC Paresa
serves as the platoon sergeant for
1st Platoon, Co. C. Contact Kelly
at kelekolio.paresa@us.army.mil.

SSG Gary Epley
SSG Epley served in Co. C, 1-17 in
Alaska. After a break in service, he
reentered active duty and is now
assigned as the 1st Corps CSMs
assistant at Fort Lewis, WA. He is
SFC Whitesel’s daughter’s Godfather. Contact Gary at
gary.epley@us.army.mil.

~ continued on page 3 (The President’s Pen)

I’ve stated in previous articles that I
wanted to electronically archive your
information, photographs, and color
slides for the preservation of our
history. This is not only important
for the Association, but for future
generations of 17th Infantry soldiers.
I’m pleased to announce that the
Association has recently purchased a
flat bed scanner designed for negative and slide scanning.

SSG James O’Leary
SSG O’Leary now serves in the
Texas National Guard’s 36th Division famous T-Patchers as the
Readiness NCO for HHC, 3-144
Infantry located in Fort Worth,
TX. He arrived back from Iraq
where he served as a Battle Captain for the Battle Defense Operations Center for COB Adder /
Tallil in April 2008. Jim recalls:
“although I had a cool job in the
Marines being a Recon Marine,
it still didn’t compare with the
camaraderie and fun that I experienced as a Buffalo.” SSG O’Leary
served as a supply sergeant for 8
months, but being one of a few
infantrymen in an armor unit
(2-112 AR), he still conducted
most of the training for his company and quite a bit for his battalion. He served as the primary
MOUT and Close Quarters Marksmanship instructor for his battalion. He plans to attend TCLOESE
Firearms Instructor Certification
Course so he can train law enforcement officers in addition to
Soldiers. During his Iraq tour he
trained Iraqi Highway Police and
regular police. Contact Jim at
james.oleary@us.army.mil.
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Peter Doyle was gracious enough to
send me his color slide collection
along with photos and Black and
White slides, all accompanied with
detailed descriptions. I’ve digitally
copied them all and returned just
about everything to Peter. I’ll also
provide a CD to Peter with all his
digital copies on it for his family, etc.
Others have sent in photos and I’ve
scanned and sent back the originals.
Again, if you have photos, information, slides, etc., please think about
sending them to me for preservation and I know that a lot of you out
there have slides from your time in
the 17th. No matter what the era,
call or write to me for information.
May the Lord bless each and every
one of you.

Buffalo Out,
Donald Shook

17th INFANTRY
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS
23-27 SEPTEMBER 2009

The 2009 17th Infantry Reunion
San Antonio, TX
Hosted by: Bruce and Gay
Frazer
We hope that you’ll attend this
year’s reunion because it’s going to me a memorable one. The
Hilton is an absolute, beautiful
establishment, and the area offers many things for us to do. We
hope you’ll join us and if you have
any questions, please feel free to
contact us or the President, Donald Shook.

Wednesday, Sept. 23
Welcome hours for all members
who arrive this day.
Thursday, September 24th
We will leave the hotel at 8:30 for
Ft. Sam Houston and go to the
beautiful main chapel, a historic
building, for the prayer service.
It will begin at 9:00 (the hour it
was available.) After the service,
which shouldn’t take more than
45 minutes, we will divide up in
our buses and go to the historic
Quadrangle for a tour. Grant and
Sherman founded the Quadrangle
in the 1870’s. We also will go to
the museum of Ft. Sam Houston
for a tour. Everyone is welcome to

walk among the old buildings. At
11:30 we will go to themess hall
for a soldiers lunch. The soldiers
will be there and we will sit among
them as we did at Ft. Lewis. After
lunch we will board the buses and
go to the AMEDD museum. There
is a nice gift shop there. When we
are finished, we take the buses
back to the hotel.

Friday, September 25th
We will leave the hotel at 8:30
for the Alamo. Dr. Bruce Winders (Richard Bruce), a nationally
renowned author about the Alamo,
and the director, will give us a talk
in the historic outbuildings. We will
have coffee and water available
as a welcome. This is a gorgeous
building with original 19th century
furnishings and hardware. The Director of the Alamo is a long time
friend of ours and has graciously
consented to help us. He indicated that he would have some
uniformed or dressed living historians there as well. After the lecture,
we can ask questions and tour
the beautiful grounds. The whole
place is suffused with the history
of those infamous days.
After the Alamo, we will walk next
door to the old Menger Hotel,
which is a magnificent structure.

The Menger Bar is the location
where Teddy Roosevelt recruited
the Rough Riders. Pictures, furniture, architecture, etc., are all period. At 11:30, we will go in to the
dining room for a really sumptuous
buffet. The Menger is famous for
its Friday Buffet!
After lunch, we will board the
buses to go visit some of this
country’s oldest missions from
the early 1700’s. They are part of
the National Park Service and are
considered national treasures.

Saturday, September 26th
Those who wish can take the
buses to La Villita, a lovely three
hundred year old quadrangle with
shops, restaurants, crafts, the
headquarters of General Cos, etc.
Sunday, September 27th
Reunion officially over
Contacts:
Bruce Frazer
FrazerBruce@aol.com
17thInfantry1942@att.net
Gay Frazer
Frazer@flash.net

TACOMA REUNION 08

REPUBLIC OF KOREA
PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION

Private Murphy

1. Description: The ribbon is 1
3/8 inches in width and consist of
the following stripes: 13/64 inch
Hunter Green; 1/64 inch White;
1/64 inch Old Glory Red; 1/64
inch White; 1/64 inch Old Glory
Red; 1/64 inch White; 1/64 inch
Hunter Green; 25/32 inch White;
1/64
Hunter Green; 1/64 inch White;
1/64 inch Old Glory Red; 1/64
inch White; 1/64 inch Old Glory
Red; 1/64 inch White; and 13/64
inch
Hunter Green. A Taeguk (Old
Glory Red above Cobalt Blue),
15/64 inch diameter, is centered
at the center of the ribbon. The
ribbon is
enclosed behind a gold color
metal frame.

Buffalo pride

2. Criteria: The Republic of Korea Presidential Unit Citation is
awarded by the Korean government. Not more than one Republic
of Korea
Presidential Unit Citation will be
worn by any individual and no
oak leaf cluster or other appurtenance is authorized.
3. Background: a. The Republic of
Korea Presidential Unit Citation
emblem is authorized for permanent wear by personnel assigned
to the organization during the
period cited. Other personnel
may wear this decoration while
serving with an organization,
stationed in the Republic of Korea, to indicate the unit has been
awarded the Republic of Korea
Presidential Unit Citation.

Stuart Namm’s Vanity Plate: If you have a vanity plate or something
similar showing your Buffalo Pride, send it in and we’ll post it in future
Buffalo Bugle.

17TH INFANTRY ASSOCIATION REUNION
September 23rd - 27th, 2009
San Antonio, Texas

NAME
SPOUSE OR GUEST

DAYTIME PHONE

NAME(S) FOR NAME TAGS
Note: This is separate from the Hotel Registration and MUST BE SENT TO Steve Goodwin at the address below.
Member Status: Life_______ Annual_______ Note: If you are an annual member, dues for the year 2009
should be paid by this time. If they are not, please enclose a separate check for $17.00.
Your membership year will be on the mailing label of the Bugle (example: RA 2008)
I (WE) PLAN TO ARRIVE IN San Antonio, Texas on: (date) ___________________
Wednesday, September 23rd, 2009: (Official Start)
Wednesday officially kicks off the reunion and the Hospitality Room will be open for attendees to use.
Remember, the weeks events are not mandatory and veterans are welcome any day of the week.
Thursday, September 24th, 2009:
Bus Trip and Tour of Fort Sam Houston which will include the Memorial Service at the Chapel, Ft Sam Houston Museums, The Quadrangle Tour, and Lunch at Ft Sam Houston.

Friday, September 25th, 2009:
Bus Trip and Tour to The Missions and to The Alamo. with Lunch at the historic Menger Restaurant where
Teddy Roosevelt's "Rough Riders" was formed. We will then do a few Mission Tours ... Also included is a
Mexican hors d'oeuvre buffet at the hotel in the evening
Saturday, September 26th, 2009:
17th Infantry Reunion Banquet
A. Fresh Tilapia with a Chopped Relish
B. London Broil with a Hunter Sauce and Mushrooms
C. Chicken with a Lemon Artichoke Glaze
Please Indicate Choice(s) _____ 1st Person
_____ 2nd Person

*Cash Bar during the banquet with the
Reunion Hospitality Room opening up
after the banquet.

$20.00 Reunion Fee (per person): Includes hospitality Room Fees (Includes all alcoholic and non-alcoholic
beverages, snacks, etc. for duration of reunion) Personalized Name Tag, lanyard, and other reunion items
such as a chance for free room, etc. This is a MANDATORY CHARGE PER PERSON (18 years and older))
Make Checks Payable to: The 17th Infantry Association
Please send forms and fees to Steve Goodwin
no later than August 17th, 2009

Steve Goodwin
3916 Forest Avenue
Western Springs, IL 60558

PRE WWII PHOTOS
1812 - 1941

Company G,/17th Infantry Soldier
Circa 1898
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17th Infantry Band Member: Circa 1884

Sergeant Samuel Cohen circa 1940

At this year’s reunion, over one
hundred active duty soldiers’
dinners were paid for by the
generosity of Association Members and Regiment Veterans.
Many thanks to you all for supporting these fine young men;
your generosity was very much
appreciated.

BUFFALO PRIDE
FOR TWO CENTURIES I HAVE KEPT OUR NATION SAFE, PURCHASING FREEDOM
WITH MY BLOOD.
TO TYRANTS, I AM THE DAY OF RECKONING; TO THE OPPRESSED, THE HOPE FOR
A FUTURE.
WHERE BRAVE MEN FIGHT, THERE FIGHT I. FOR FREEDOM’S CAUSE, I LIVE, I
DIE.
FROM THE WHEATFIELD OF GETTYSBURG TO THE HILLS OF ATTU AND KOREA,
FROM THE JUNGLES OF THE PACIFIC AND VIETNAM TO THE STREETS OF PANAMA AND IRAQ.
I FORSAKE NOT MY COUNTRY, MY MISSION, MY COMRADES, OR MY SACRED
DUTY.
I AM A MEMBER OF THE 17TH INFANTRY REGIMENT. I AM A BUFFALO!
ALWAYS READY THEN, NOW, AND FOREVER.
FOLLOW ME!
PRESENTED TO THE MEN OF THE 1ST BATTALION, 17TH INFANTRY REGIMENT,
FROM THE 17TH INFANTRY REGIMENT ASSOCIATION ON THIS DAY, 30 AUGUST
2008.
“TRUTH & COURAGE”

At this years reunion, the above statue was presented to the men of
the 1st Battalion from the 17th Infantry Regiment Association. We
salute the 1st Battalion on their “Professionalism” and “Buffalo
Pride.” We wish them well on their upcoming deployment to Afghanistan.
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Jeff Gudmens: 2 dinners
James Polak: 2 dinners
James Smit: 2 dinners
Steve Gardner: 1 dinner
Bruce Frazer: 6 dinners
Tom Nightingale: 2 dinners
Mark Hamby: 8 dinners
Jeff Miller: 2 dinners
Bernard Griffard: 2 dinners
Jim Rohr: 2 dinners
Paul Zaiser: 2 dinners
Jim Kusinski: 1 dinner
George Harvey: 2 dinners
Joe Tatem: 2 dinners
JJohn Strube: 2 dinners
James Wilson: 2 dinners
Howard Weinberg: 1 dinner
Joe Gonsalves: 2 dinners
George Lind: 2 dinners
Donald Shook: 2 dinners
Michael Shanahan: 11 dinners
Douglas Bell: 2 dinners
LTC John Olson: 1 dinner
Robert Connelly: 4 dinners
Gil Isham: 1 dinner
Chaplain Chan Ham: 2 dinners
Patrick Butler: 2 dinners
Clarence Rineck: 1 dinner
Major Edward Boyles: 2 dinners
Bill Beaver: 2 dinners
Kevin Ryan: 3 dinners
Steve Goodwin: 1 dinner
William Duncan: 4 dinners
Marco Martinez: 2 dinners
Marion Baggett: 2 dinners
Charles Rich: 2 dinners
LTC John Olson: 2 dinners
Bill Palmer: 2 dinners
Clayton Plumley: 2 dinners

1946 - 1954

Brian Duncan’s father: 1954

KOREAN Occupation / war

Andy Ferriera and Lou
Celender H/17 1952
Peter Doyle Photograph:
D/17 Infantry September 1951

MG Willard Wyman and
Colonel Risden 1952

Dale Watts A/17 Korea
1946

23

1954 - 1986
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The late Roy Benavidez as a Buffalo in 1956. Roy
was later awarded the Medal of Honor while serving with the 5th SFG (ABN) in 1968

The late Joe Dyer - 2-17 CO
1968-1969

Republic of korea

Bruce Frazer and
crew on the DMZ
1969

New Life Member, Col Stanley
Skaife commanded 2-17
from 1969-1970

17th Infantry APC 1963

TAPS

Thomas Hickman
Wooster, Ohio
Honorary Colonel of the Regiment
Passed Away on 28 February 2009
17th Inf Regimental Commander
1956-1958

Everett L Huff
West Lafayette, IN
Passed Away on 18 April 2008
George Company: 1952-1953

Alfred “Al” Baumann
Waukesha, WI
Passed Away on 6 March 2009
King Company: 1951-1952,
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NATIONAL INFANTRY MUSEUM
1. Parking lot
2. Infantry Museum
3. World War II Barracks Street
4. Amphitheater
5. River Vignettes
6. Walk of Honor (T his is where t he 17t h
Memoria l w ill b e located)
8. Airborne Jump Tower
9. Parade Grounds (All Infa nt r y graduates
w ill graduate f rom t his f ield)

26

By Judge Stuart Namm
On Friday March 27, 2009, at
2:00 PM, Judge Stuart Namm and
wife Nancy Ann, the producers
of the highly acclaimed 3 ½ hour
documentary, Men of Truth and
Courage in a “Forgotten War”;
The 17th Infantry Regiment in
Korea, will sponsor a dedication
at The Arbuckle Historical Society
Museum, 402 West Muskogee,
Sulphur, Oklahoma, in honor of
the great hero of the Korean War,
Lt. Col. Raymond Harvey, a former member of the Association
who passed away in 1996.
On that date, they will present
a plaque in honor of Ray Harvey
to be permanently hung in the
Museum of the Arbuckle Historical Society of Murray County. The
plaque will commemorate his life
and his heroism in both World
War II, when he was presented
with the Distinguished Service
Cross; and when President Harry
Truman presented him with the
Medal of Honor, for his “conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the call of
duty” on March 9, 1951, as CO of
Charlie Co. of the 17th Infantry
Regiment, in the battle for Hill
1232, in the vicinity of TaemiDong, Korea.
Although the gallantry of Ray
Harvey has long been known to
the members of the 17th Infantry
Association who served in Korea,
he came to the particular attention of the Namms in the production of their documentary, espe-

cially in their interview of Col.
Richard Gruenther, from whom
Harvey took command of Charlie
company, after Gruenther was
seriously wounded by enemy fire
on the march to the Yalu River in
November 1950.
Ray Harvey’s life came particularly to the attention of Nancy
Namm in reading his biography,
which appeared in the Buffalo
Bugle. Nancy, who had spent
part of her youth in Sulphur,
Oklahoma, when her father,
career military, was serving in
the United States Air Force in
Oklahoma. Noting that Harvey’s
mother had been a member of
the Chickasaw Nation, and that
he likewise spent his early years
in Sulphur, she began to research
whether the great military hero
had ever been recognized in his
home town. To her dismay, she
learned that he was unknown in
his former home town, and thus
had never been honored in that
town, or by the Chickasaw Nation.
Thus, began correspondence by
mail and telephone to various of-

Ray Harvey in 1968: (Bruce Frazer Photograph)

Ceremony to
Honor Ray
Harvey
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ficials in Sulphur, which resulted
in a five page article about his
life and many acts of heroism in
the Chickasaw Times, the official
publication of the Chickasaw Nation, in July 2008 in Ada, Oklahoma, where Nancy had gone to
college at East Central Oklahoma
University.
Efforts were made to contact the
remaining members of Harvey’s
family, but none have been found.
Out of frustration, the Namms
decided that such a hero needed
to be recognized in the home
town of his youth. Thus, it was
decided that a plaque should be
placed in the town’s historical
museum to commemorate the life
of Raymond Harvey. Dignitaries from all over Oklahoma, and
the local media, have been made
aware of the March 27 event,
which will result in the dedication of the memorial plaque in his
honor to be hung at the historical
museum. Members of the 17th Infantry Association who live in the
vicinity are urged to attend this
momentous occasion.
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Mailroom continued
Donald,
I wanted to thank you for
posting my uncle’s story in
your newsletter. As a result
of the posting, I was put in
contact with George Miller
who was a friend of Edward
Barnak and served alongside
him in Korea. George was
able to shed more light on
the events surrounding the
day my uncle became MIA.
It turns out George had

been searching over the
years for members of Edward Barnak’s family. Last
week he finally got to meet
with Edward’s sister Dolores.
George has arranged for a
commemorative ceremony
to be held in Edward’s honor
on Sunday, July 27th at VFW
Post 4909, 401 Main St, Dupont, PA.
Thanks again for your help.
Sincerely,
Edward Joseph Troche

Carlton “Tom” McKinney presents a flag to family

Dear Mr. Shook,
I want to thank you and
the 17th Infantry Association for the Honor you
bestowed on Dick, naming him a, “ Distinguished
Member of the 17th Infantry Regiment”. He would
be so proud to have been
honored this way and
for him I say ,Thank you
very much. I also want to
thank the association for
making me an Honorary
member of the 17th Infantry Regiment. There were
and are many young widows like myself in all the
wars and I look upon this
as representative for all of
them.
The evening was one I
shall not forget and it was
wonderful meeting people
who knew Dick and so
many others who have
served in the 17th infantry
regiment in the past and
present.
In appreciation and best
wishes to the association,
Joyce Himka

George Miller presents a flag to family member

LIGHT INFANTRY ERA

1984 - 1999
7th Infantry Division and 6th Infantry Division
4-17 Scout, Jim Lemon with
Miss USA 1990

Michaelpatrick Devlin and buddy
C 2-17 ABN 1988

3-17 soldier TEAM SPIRIT ‘87

C 2-17 (ABN) 1986

Secretary of Defense Dick Cheney
and LTC Johnny Brooks (4-17)
Operation Just Cause 1990

Greetings, fellow Buffalos,
The board of directors is committed to growing the association by
constantly improving and refining
processes and procedures and initiating projects to attain the goals
of the president for the good of
the association; perpetuate the
history and traditions of the regiment thereby enhancing regimental
morale and esprit; and striving to
maximize the joys and pleasures of
association membership and fellowship. One way to do that is to inform
the membership of the projects the
board is working on to reach those
goals. My intent with this column
as your chairman of the board is
to report to you our initiatives and
progress so the membership is better prepared to make informed and
educated decisions when we vote
on issues at the annual general
membership meeting.
We are concurrently working on
three projects that help us towards
our goals: purchasing a regimental
association uniform cap, designing
an Ek Knives Model 4 special regimental knife to present to the 1-17
NCO and Soldier of the Year and
offer for sale to the public, and a
quartermaster store system with LL
Bean rather than run our own regimental QM store.

The regimental association cap for
men and women is identical to the
VFW cap. The cap is a distinctive
uniform item that enhances our image as a professional organization of
former and current military men and
women and adds an element of uniformity throughout the association.
The wording on the cap addresses
what is common about us yet still
affords each member a degree of individualism.
The cap color is navy blue with white
stitching, representing the colors of
our distinctive unit insignia, commonly referred to as the unit crest.
The piping may be your choice of
Army branch, such as infantry blue,
artillery red, medical brown, cavalry yellow, or white if you have no
preference. The right side will have
the crest embroidered center mass
of the cap and in place of VFW
post number we will go with battalion number or battalion number
and company letter or special designation such as one’s rank. You
may also embroider LIFE MEMBER,
BUFFALOS, or BUFFALOES on the
cap. The left side will have “17TH
INFANTRY REGIMENT” in an arc
across the top. Across the middle
will be the years you served in the
regiment, and below will be the
war, country, state, or post, whatever BEST accurately portrays where
one served. That will show everyone when and where one served
and in what battalion and possibly
company. Examples:
17TH INFANTRY REGIMENT
1953-1954
KOREA
(or KOREAN WAR-your choice)
“””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””
17TH INFANTRY REGIMENT
1982-1985
FORT ORD, CA
“””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””
17TH INFANTRY REGIMENT
1997-2000
ALASKA

“””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””
17TH INFANTRY REGIMENT
2008-2011
FORT LEWIS, WA
We are working with the Lancaster
Uniform Cap Company in California
on designs and cost per cap. They
are suppliers to the VFW and produce a quality product.
Lancaster’s costs are $20.00 per
men’s cap and $22.00 per women’s
cap including sweatband of cloth
or leather, fully lined, piped or unpiped, Fort Knox or Overseas cap
styles; $5.00 logo; $.50 per letter;
and $2.50 shipping per cap (when
over 4, normal UPS charges). Quick
math indicates the cost to be about
$50.00. They can do one cap orders. All caps need to be prepaid
as they are custom made for each
individual. They accept organization
checks, personal checks and credit
cards.
I am designing an order form for individual purchase and it will feature
options to personalize your cap. I
will order a cap, scan it, and distribute the image for all to see.
Ek Knife has been providing excellent knives to the military and
public since World War II. We are
producing a Mark 4 combat knife
with them that will have a special
BUFFALOS etching on the blade
and our unit crest in place of the
Ek logo. Ek is the official knife for
many military associations. The
Mark 4 is presented to the US Army’s Best Ranger Competition winners, and two of the blades make up
the permanent Best Ranger trophy.
For the 1-17 NCO and Soldier of the
Year, the blade will be personalized with their names and accomplishment, and set in a presentation
case. Ek will give us 50 percent off
the cost of the presentation knives,
and we may use their name as the
“Official Knife of the 17th Infantry
Regiment.” All members will be
free to buy the BUFFALO knife for
their own collection. Go to the Ek

Knife site at www.ekknife.com to
see more about the knives and how
truly great and beautiful they are.
The old active duty quartermaster
store is no longer open and even
though the association’s quartermaster store has grown, we are currently in negotiations with LL Bean
to carry our association and/or regimental logos to embroider into any
product from them you wish. Once
set up, you chose the product you
want, in the size and color you like,
and LL Bean will embroider our logos into the product at no additional cost. Using LL Bean for custom
embroidery, you’ll get exactly what
you want when you want it, we don’t
carry an inventory of product we
can’t sell, and spare ourselves the
expense of purchasing unwanted
products and storing them.
Other projects I will report on in the
next Bugle is rolling the DMOR Program into a newly created Awards
Program that includes all awards
the association may present; the association becoming its own chapter
of the National Infantry Association;
and writing SOPs and formalizing
some aspects of our reunions to
make them more enjoyable for the
attendees.
The board does not have a monopoly on good ideas and we need and
highly encourage your ideas to help
us fulfill the goals I mentioned at the
top of this column. The association
belongs to all of us and the board is
here to do the work on your behalf.
Please contact any board member
with your input.

Interesting facts

Michie Stadium
As a lot of you already know from
a past story in the Buffalo Bugle,
The United States Military Academy’s Shea Stadium is named after
Medal of Honor winner, Richard
“Dick” Shea.
Did you know that United States
Military Academy’s Michie Stadium is also named after a 17th
Infantry Regiment Hero? First Lt.
Dennis M. Michie, 17th Infantry,
class of 1898, Infantry and Cavalry
School was the very first head

coach of the Army college football
program from 1890-1892 and is
regarded as the “Founder of West
Point Football.”
He organized, managed, coached
and played on the first football
team in history at West Point. Dennis M. Michie was killed in action
on July, 1, 1889 at San Juan Hill
near Havana, Cuba while serving
with the 17th Infantry Regiment.

America’s Favorite
Past time
Did you know that Baseball’s Inventor, Abner Doubleday was a
career Army Officer? Not only
that, but he served with the 17th
Infantry and he was one of the
very first officers assigned to the
Regiment when it was formed. He
was a Major with the 17th Infantry
and retired as a Major General.

Thundering Herd!!
Tim Green - Chairman
of the Board
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From the bookshelf

I Hear No Bugles
by Robert Winston Mercy

Richard Shea and his wife, Joyce. circa 1952

Note: Robert served with the 17th
Inf in Sendai Japan after transferring
from the 11th Airborne.
Review is from Books web site
This highly decorated author’s
memoir is one of the most exciting
and comprehensive to come out of
America’s ‘Police Action.’ It stands as
the only known historical first-hand
account of a U.S. frontline infantry
soldier that fought through the initial
hectic year of the Korean War. It
records the near total destruction of
the South Korean Army on two occasions and shows the ensuing chaos;
how during eight major campaigns
the course of the entire war was
changed by a few determined acts of
small unit heroism. Robert, his twin
brother Richard and best friend Robertson voluntarily command and lead
an “expendable” all Asian assault
platoon that was assigned to their
Company, a distinct rarity for the
U.S. Army, and they suffered heavy
casualties.
The book’s content is unique not only
in prose and style, but relevancy to
our nation’s current acceptance of a
state of continual and unending war;
and how the propaganda of film
makes that possible. It gives a startling glimpse into the murderous nature of the North Korean Army, their
countless savage atrocities against
Allied troops and civilian populations alike.
I Hear No Bugles reveals the nature
and character of the post-World
War II American Army in occupied
Japan; then into the war with its
heroes, cowards and the heretofore
unrevealed individual and mass
unit desertions; and the author’s
thoughts during the heat of battle. It
also chronicles the daily sicknesses,
disillusionments and inner struggle

of morality and conscience in making life and death combat choices. It
questions the honor of line officers
and aid station nurses that stole from
the living, the wounded and the
dead.
This meticulous history ranges between thunderous battle scenes and
the muted reluctant chuckles drawn
from the grotesque bravado creations
of battlefield ‘combat humor’ that
altered both the psyche and spirit
of men who were bonded together
in a brotherhood of desolation and
hardships. As a comparison note that
sustains the ferocity of the Korean
War, as many U.S. soldiers were
killed, wounded and missing in its
three years as were in the twelve
year Vietnam campaign. Over 1.5
million Chinese and an unspecified
number of North Korean troops died,
along with an estimated three to five
million civilians on both sides of the
38th parallel. Yet Korea, nearly sixty
years later, persistently remains ‘The
Forgotten War.’
Paperback: 436 pages
Publisher: Lulu.com (April 27, 2008)
ISBN-10: 143571704X
ISBN-13: 978-1435717046
Price: $27.95

TAPS CONT.

Jack Reynoldson
Madison, WI
C Company: 1952

Joe Dyer
Roanoke. VA
Passed Away on 7 October, 2008
2nd Battalion Commander: 1968-1969

Donald Mojave
Leesburg, FL
Passed Away on 2 January 2009
M Company: 1950-1951

Lloyd J Brown
Clearwater, FL
Passed away on 28 May 2008
Korean War: 1952

37

39

Heroic Buffalo
From Fanatica

September 1951:
Pacific Stars and Stripes

When the 3d Battalion of the 17th
Infantry “Buffalo” Regiment came
down off “Old Baldy” to take a break
recently, they had earned among other things, recommendations for one
Medal of Honor, three Distinguished
Service Crosses, 23 Silver Stars, and
35 Bronze Star Medals. They also
had a high commendation from 7th
Infantry Division Commander, Maj
Gen C. B. Ferenbaugh. And they had
a recommendation for the Distinguished Unit Citation. In a message
to the Battalion, Ferenbaugh said: “In
a conflict that has been marked by
many displays of gallantry and heroic
stands, the 17th Infantry Regiment
has always performed with distinction. No enemy could withstand the
purposeful onslaught of your inspired
troops. “Your persistence in securing
the objective in spite of ammunition
shortage and fanatical counterattacks
is what we have come to expect from
our fighting “Buffaloes.”
“Old Baldy,” got its name after 73
days of continual artillery, napalm,
and 500-pound bombs had left its
jagged heights a charred pyre of burnt
tree stumps that had once been lofty
trees. Even with the pounding and
strafing, the stubborn Chinese who
held Old Baldy couldn’t be routed
from their heavy fortifications. One
American infantry regiment had attempted to wrest the hill from the
Chinese, but fell back after suffering heavy casualties. But the Army
which controlled the region for several miles around this hill, so it had to
be taken. The deadly game of “King
of the Mountain” began on a cool,
rainy September morning when fog
encompassed the highest peaks and

obscured the approach of the 17th assault companies. “King” and “Item”
companies reached the bottom of the
hill shortly after dawn. They dropped
all excess equipment. The “King” men
moved up the mist shrouded slope toward the forward peak of the hill and
“Item” company started its ascent on
the rear approach of Old Baldy. The
air was tense and quiet as the Buffaloes edged forward. Halfway up and
no contact. Suddenly, the sun came
out and the heavy fog lifted. The quiet was shattered with a thud and then
the explosions of hand grenades, the
hoarse chatter of burp guns, the swish
and roar of incoming mortar rounds
and the sharp cries of the wounded.
The soldiers hit the dirt and had to dig
in with their toes to keep from sliding
down the steep slopes. The grenades
kept coming. Automatic weapons
raked their lines. There was little cover behind the charred stumps of trees.
They had no choice but to keep moving and firing.
The Reds were protected by the heavy
bunkers and deep trenches that encircled the mountain. The only way was
to go in the trenches and bunkers after
them. The Buffaloes pushed within a
few yards of the first bunkers, caught
their breath and then rushed the dug
outs and, with bayonets, forced the
enemy out. The Communists either
fled or were killed. By 4:00 PM, the
Communists were driven back with
bloody hand to hand combat and all
but the peak of “Old Baldy” had been
secured. But the Chinese, in desperation, called in their seldom used artillery, and pelted the hill for the next
several hours with the heaviest artillery and mortar barrages the “Buffaloes” had faced in Korea. Communist
sniper riflemen infiltrated American
lines and picked off any soldier who

raised his head. By dark the enemy
artillery and snipers had whittled
away at “Item” Company ranks. Third
Battalion Commander, Major Harold
Dunwoody, from Randolph, NY ordered the company to pull off of the
hill because he had no other choice.
On the forward slope, “King” Company also had suffered heavy casualties.
Korean laborers carrying food, water,
and ammunition had been unable to
get through to the company. They
had been cut down by Red crossfire
ambushes. By 10:00 PM on the first
day, the Chinese maneuvered to envelope the company. The Americans
had no mortar or recoilless rifle ammunition. There was a box and a half
of machine gun ammunition. Each
rifleman had three to five rounds left.
The hill was abandoned. That night
the Communists banzaied “King”
and “Item” Company positions, but
miraculously they were stopped. Under cover of darkness, “Love” company moved into position to assault the
hill at dawn. For the rest of the night,
artillery ravaged the Reds, softening
them for “Love” Company.
When “Love” Company started up the
hill at daybreak, it was following less
than 50 yards behind friendly supporting artillery and the remnants of
“King” Company were with them. For
18 hours shells landed at the rate of
five a minute. On the morning of the
third day, “Love” Company was hit by
a battalion of Chinese who screamed
madly as they overran American positions. An order came down to “King”
Company Commander, 1st Lt. Ed Bannister, of Brooklyn, NY to provide a
platoon for an immediate counterattack. First platoon Leader, 2nd LT,
Shelton Hoskins of Louisville, KY, a
quiet, scholarly man, affectionately
called “Mother Hoskins” by his men,

oes Wrest Hill
al Diehard Foe
approached the 12 men left in his platoon. “Lets go,” he said quietly and
simply. The 13 men went into the
attack against the entire battalion of
Chinese. It was the most spectacular
operation of the battle of “Blood Hill”
as it had become to be known in the
six day battle. As the platoon wedged
up the hill, the remainder of “King”
Company and “Love” Company survivors cleared out the diehards behind.
Panicked by deadly grenade and bayonet assaults that had surprised them,
the Reds fled and were slaughtered.
In 30 minutes the entire battalion
of Chinese had been routed by the
counter attack. Lieutenant Hoskins
and four men remained out of the
original assault platoon. For the next
two and a half days, the “Buffaloes”
were pounded constantly by artillery
fire and wave after wave of Banzai attacks came and were repulsed. “Item”
Company stopped six banzai charges
in one night.

Two Regiments of Chinese alternated in hitting the under strengthed
“Buffaloes.” Once the Reds pushed
through and hit “Mike” Company’s
mortar and 75-mm recoilless rifle sections that had been supporting the
light weapons companies throughout
the attack. The Chinese wedges were
cut off and the men trapped. On
the sixth day the Communist quit.
The “Buffaloes” were “King of the
Mountain” and commanded the best
fortified stronghold on the central
front. At Regimental Headquarters,
a report said that two Communist
Regiments had been rendered combat ineffective. Nearly 1200 casualties had been dealt out to the Reds
and only eleven of the enemy lived
to be taken prisoner.

December, 1951: Peter Doyle on Hill 1243 with Dog Company, 17th Infantry.

September, 1951: L-R Stewart, a young medic, and Spencer Smith

new members
New Honorary Life Members
Gregory D Williams: HHC 1-17 04-07
CSM Robert Prosser: 3-17 Scout 19861989 and 1991-1993

Upgraded to Life
William G Fuller IV: HHC 4-17 85-87
Andy C McCright: 4-17 Medic 87-90

New Life Members
Arnold S Grimes III:
B 4-17 PSG and 1SG 92-93
James M Williams: C 1-17 and B 2-17
Commanding Officer 1987-1989
Donnie Ledford: 4-17 Scout 84-88
Luke S. Bushatz: C 1-17 ACTIVE
Mark F Hamby: C and B 1-17 92-94
Charles McCracken: C 1-17 1997-2000
Stanley T Skaife: 2-17 Commander 69-70
Benny Gudmens: C 1-17 (ABN) CO 87-89
Dennis Flint: 1-17 Commander 1980-1981
Martin L Freedman: HQs CO 51--52
Michael Graham: D Company 1-17 1986

Joshua G. Glonek: B 1-17 ACTIVE
Derek Campbell: HHC 1-17 ACTIVE
Eric S. Predmore: B 1-17 ACTIVE
Wentworth “Lefty” Stone: E & G /17
1954
Steve Kibler: C 1-17 1984-1985
Ronald W Wyman: A 1-17 PL 1956-1957
James A Yost: HHC 1-17 ACTIVE
Patrick C Prendiville: HHC 1-17 ACTIVE
David W. Spradlin: G Company 1952-1953
Billy Pass: C Company 1949-1950
Ryan Sutton: HHC 1-17 2003-2006
William L. Seigford: L Company 56-57
Jose Ocasiosantiago: HHC 1-17 ACTIVE
Douglas Rowe: C 1-17 ACTIVE
James Ratliff II: B 1-17 2003-2006
James Ramey: C 1-17 2005-2006
Michael Devlin: C 2-17 (ABN) 1987-1989
Dale Watts: A Company 1945-1946
James Winters: B 2-17 1986-1989
Dennis N Jeter: 1-17 1964-1965
Thomas D Odell: Mike Co 1953-1954
Mark Santos: HHC 3-17 1989-1992

James “Marc” Williams

New Lineal Membership
New Annual Members
Rick McQuay: B 2-17 1988-1990
John O’Keefe: A Company 1949-1951
Louis A Celender: H Company 1951-1952
Darren K Jennings: 1-17 XO: ACTIVE
Clement Henry: HHC 1-17: ACTIVE
Ripley B Quinby: B 1-17 ACTIVE
Mitchell A. McKinnon: B 1-17 ACTIVE
Matthew Carpenter: HHC 1-17: ACTIVE
Cory J. Jenkins: HHC 1-17 ACTIVE
James L. Pope: HHC 1-17 ACTIVE
Daniel Kim Yoon: HHC 1-17 ACTIVE
Evan A Hammitt: HHC 1-17 ACTIVE
William R Sitze: C 1-17 ACTIVE
Seth M Rambo: HHC 1-17 ACTIVE
Adam G. Swift: C 1-17 ACTIVE
Tabron K Holloway: C 1-17 ACTIVE
Ryan E Oliver: C 1-17 ACTIVE
Fiorenzo Iaconangelo: ACTIVE
Russell C. Litko: HHC 1-17 ACTIVE
Marc L McDonald: A 1-17 ACTIVE
Eric R Schwartz: A 1-17 ACTIVE
Brett N Wilson A 1-17 ACTIVE
Nathan E. Fry: A 1-17 ACTIVE
Ashish Thomas: A 1-17 ACTIVE
Matthew Kuecker: B 1-17 ACTIVE
Roland D Griffith: B 1-17 ACTIVE
Frank K. Hwang: HHC 1-17 ACTIVE

Jordan Frazer: Son of Bruce and Gay
Frazer
Jason Frazer: Son of Bruce and Gay
Frazer
Stephan K Green: Brother of Tim Green
Edward A Nielsen: Son of Raymond
Nielsen
James H. LaVerdure: Father was with B
Company 1941-1945

Wentworth “Lefty” Stone

James L. Pope

Louis A Celender

SAM SERVOSS: SEPT 1951

Association Member, Peter Doyle sent me his color
slides from his service with
the 17th Infantry (Dog Company: 1951-1952) He also
sent some B&W Negatives
from the same time period.
These were all scanned and
digitally preserved for the
Association and Regiment. I
think that you’ll agree that
this picture taken in 1951,
looks like it could have been
taken yesterday.
Many thanks to Peter for
intrusting me with his pictures.

