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PAYING OFF

The Association is gearing up to compile a comprehensive and detailed
Regimental history. You can help by
submitting data such as records, photographs, names of commanders, or fellow soldiers. When ﬁnished,
we’ll have an electronic historic record that can be easily printed or viewed on the
web. Please contact Donald Shook or Bruce Frazer
if you can help in any way.

The notices that the Association has placed in
such publications as the VFW, American Legion,
Grey Beard, MOAA, and others in the past couple of years have been paying off in new membership. Many Veterans from different eras have
joined the Association or at least inquired about it.

1-17th ACTIVATION
CEREMONY

REGIMENT GOODIES

A ﬁne example of an early
version, Buffalo Nickel
that the 17th
soldiers wore on their dog
tags in the Korean War ~ Page 4

NEW WEBSITE
The Association has revamped its website and it has
added features such as a forum, secure guestbook, photo gallery, and data repository. Guests to the site will
have limited access to its features. Registered members
will have more options, such
as the forum and photo gallery, among other features.
Paid association members
will have full access to other member records, on-line
documentation, and eventually a Buffalo Bugle archive
including all issues in the Association’s archives. Using
the forum would be a good
tool for our history project,
so I encourage everyone
to at least take a look at it.

2008 REUNION

The Buffaloes are scheduled to once
again be deployed in early 2009, and
LTC Neumann has expressed his interest in the Association holding its 2008
reunion in the Ft Lewis, Washington
area. I will be presenting
some options, features, and
attractions in that area at the
Mystic reunion. I personally believe that it would be
an honor to be with the soldiers of the 1st Battalion at
the 2008 reunion, to show our
support and lend them morale.

A HELPING HAND

On 4 May 2007, the 1st Battalion was ofﬁcially reactivated, and
LTC Jon Neumann, pictured above, will lead the Buffaloes into
the next Regimental era . . . page 19

REGISTER NOW

If you plan to attend the upcoming reunion in Mystic, Connecticut, now is the time to make your hotel reservations, complete the
reunion form, and send it with your payment to Steve Goodwin.
September will be here before you know it, and we want to see you
in Mystic! We also need to have an accurate count of attendees.

Any Association Member
interested in running for the
Board or for an Ofﬁcial position is encouraged to send his
name to James Rohr, Chairman
of the Nomination Committee.

MEMBER PROFILES

HOW ARE WE DOING?

Have any comments or suggestions for the Buffalo Bugle or website? All suggestions and comments, good or bad, are welcome.

www.17thinfantry.com

Elliot Cooney . . . page 30
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The Buffalo Bugle is edited and produced
for the Association by Association Members Donald Shook and Kevin Gilfether.
Article proofreading provided by Carla
Shook. Stories, photographs, cartoons,
and articles of interest to members of
the 17th Infantry Regiment Association
are welcomed and greatly appreciated.
Please identify all personnel and locations
when possible on back of photographs,
along with a return address so that we
can return your photographs to you.
Items can also be electronically sent via
e-mail to: deshook@7thinfantry.com

THE PRESIDENT’S PEN

Greetings, fellow Association members.
I am happy to announce that the 1st
Battalion, 17th Infantry Regiment has been
ofﬁcially activated at Ft. Lewis. I was
honored to be present at the Ceremony and
would like to thank LTC Jon Neumann,
CSM Peter Smith and the soldiers of the
battalion for their hospitality. I would
also like to thank the following men for
making the trip to Ft. Lewis: Doug Bell,
Steve Goodwin, Larry Haynes, Gil Isham,
Clarence Rinek, Mac Vereen, and Richard
Whitson. Their involvement shows what a
dedicated group of men we have, that they
would not only take the time out of their
busy schedules, but pay for a trip to Washington to be with the battalion when they
were activated. I would also like to thank
all the Buffalo Veterans who live in the Ft.
Lewis area who were present at the ceremony. The Buffalo were well represented
at the ceremonies and I think that it’s safe
to say that we had the largest veteran presence during the Brigade ceremony.
Many Association members voiced
their concerns about the 2006 reunion
photographs that were taken in Colorado Springs. Stu hired a photographer
from Texas to take the photographs and,
to make a long story short, the photographer claims that he lost money traveling to
Colorado. He says that he was told by Stu
that there would be three hundred couples
at the reunion, and since there weren’t, he
didn’t make the money he had expected
to make. That didn’t stop him from cash-

ing everyone’s checks, though. I myself
wrote a check for over $50. I’ve spoken
several times with the photographer and at
ﬁrst thought that he was sincere in wanting to make amends and get the photographs to the people who paid for them,
but as months have gone by without any
action on his part, I am afraid that there
is no easy solution to this problem. I’ve
inherited quite a mess and, without knowing if a contract was signed and if there’s a
copy of it somewhere in Stu’s documents,
my hands are tied. With this issue looming
over the Association, and the understandable displeasure with the photographer in
Colorado, I think it prudent that we not
have a portrait photographer at the upcoming reunion in Mystic, Connecticut. We
will, however, have a group picture taken,
and everyone will have the opportunity to
purchase a copy.
The next issue is airport shuttles. Many
of you that will be at the reunion have asked
about shuttles between the hotel and airport. A few times in the past several years,
Stu had arranged for shuttles, but with last
year’s shuttle costing the Association over
$4,500 and the prospect of members landing at three different airports in the area,
it would be ﬁnancially irresponsible and
logistically very difﬁcult to provide shuttle
service for members. I hope that members
understand and agree with these decisions.
I recommend trying to get together with
other members attending the reunion to
share a car rental or cab ride. Another option is to call Amtrak (1-800-USA-RAIL)
about scheduled train times to Mystic. As
always, feel free to contact me if you have
any concerns or opinions on these issues.
The Buffaloes are scheduled to once
again be deployed in early 2009, and LTC
Neumann has expressed his interest in the
Association holding its 2008 reunion in the
Ft Lewis, Washington area. I will be presenting some options, features, and attractions to Association members at the Mystic
reunion. I personally believe that it would
be an honor to be with the soldiers of the
1st Battalion at the 2008 reunion, to show
our support and lend them morale.
We have a new look for our website.
The new format provides security for our
members and new features, such as a forum,
photo gallery, new guestbook, document
repository, and search features. I encour3

age everyone to utilize the website. Kevin
Gilfether and I have also worked with the
publisher to change the format of the Buffalo Bugle, adding a color to the front and
back covers and using standard quality paper, as opposed to glossy paper. By doing this, we’ll save money with each issue,
and I hope that you’ll agree that the new
look and feel of our publication does not
lessen its quality. Another added feature
that we are proud to introduce is the humor
of Army cartoonist Mark Baker. Mark’s
“Pvt. Murphy” comic is a national favorite
and is featured weekly in the Army Times
and Sierra Vista Herald. Mark served with
the 7th Infantry Division (L) at Ft Ord, and
has always supported the 17th Infantry
Regiment Association. My public thanks
and appreciation to him for his help.
In closing, I would like to express how
fortunate this Association is to have always had a good working relationship with
the 1st Battalion and the current Battalion
Commander, LTC Jon Neumann, is a ﬁne
example of the leadership with which the
Battalion has been blessed. LTC Neumann
is eager to lead the Buffalo, and appreciative of the veterans that have made the
Regiment what it is today. The Battalion
is putting together a memorabilia display
with the material that was sent from Ft.
Wainwright, and if you have any historic
items that you would like to donate to the
Battalion for display in their battalion area,
I’m sure that they’d be happy to receive it.
Please let me know if you have any such
items.
My very best to you all. May God
bless each one of you, The 17th Infantry,
the US Army, and this great nation that we
call home.

“Follow Me”
Your President,
Donald E Shook Jr.

VICE PRESIDENTS DESK

I hope that by now most of our membership has taken notice of our new website
format and, of course, the new format of
the Bugle. We are fortunate to have the resourceful members who have created these
good looking and high quality productions.
We have been in a transition period for the
last few months, but I feel that the efforts of
our new ofﬁcers will continue to improve
our public presentations.
An interesting side note is that our publications reach many more people than just
the current membership. The next few years
will, I’m sure, yield the beneﬁts of these
publications from the additional audiences
that may be viewing and using our website.
We certainly hope so.
In closing, I ask that you all make an
effort to use the guest book on our website,
and respond to the questions posed by families and friends of our comrades. Many of
you may have ﬁrst hand knowledge that you
can provide for some of the people who are
searching for a person or piece of information.

We hope to see you in Mystic!
Bruce M. Frazer
HISTORIAN’S CORNER
17th Infantry History, “Warts and All”
The following story is an excerpt from
“The Army in Texas During Reconstruction”
written by William L. Richter.

The 17th Infantry was withdrawn from
the ﬁeld in 1864 for want of replacements
and ofﬁcers. It would not be until 1865 that
the old regular infantry unit could begin to
ﬁll their ranks again. For the most part,
these replacements were immigrants, and
some of the country’s less desirable citizens.
The 17th was ordered to Texas in March of
1866 and would for the ﬁrst time be commanded by its actual commander, Brevet Major General Samuel P. Heintzelman. The ﬁrst
thousand men reached New Orleans the18th
of April 1866. The regiment was immediately sent on to Galveston, Texas and on the
24th of April the men were turned loose on
the city of Galveston and they immediately
got “rousing drunk,” and started numerous
ﬁghts and a small race riot. Soon the strict
discipline of the regulars took hold and the
incidents became less noticeable to the public. By late July 1866 the ten companies of
the Regiment had been sent to towns all over
East Texas. It would be late November before the First and Second Battalions would
arrive in Texas.
In the spring of 1866, one company
of the 17th was assigned to the rough and
tumble town of Brenham. The town was full
of brawlers and thugs. This company was
fresh from the street ﬁghting in Galveston
and such was the correct mix of people to
bring chaos to the town of Brenham, Texas.
On September 7, several drunken soldiers
caused a disturbance at a dance, and the ﬁght
resulted in some of the soldiers being shot.
Later that night, the soldiers returned
to town, arrested two citizens, broke into
and looted a general store, and set a ﬁre that
burned down the center of the town. During this time the detachment of the 17th in
Galveston kept that region in an uproar. Reorganization of the army in 1868 led to the
withdrawal of the 17th Infantry from the
State of Texas, and its movement to Virginia. A few detachments in Texas could point
with pride to their stay in Texas. The Dallas Herald commented on the sterling conduct of Company “G” 17th Infantry and its
commander, Capt. Henry Norton. The units
conduct was quoted as “high toned in the extreme.” The author of the above-cited book
“The Army in Texas During Reconstruction,” has very graciously provided us with
an unpublished manuscript that sheds light
on the burning of Brenham, Texas, and much
information about the 17th In Texas.
I will close this little story with a request
of you all. Please put to paper, if you will,
recollections of your service, so that future
4

17th Infantrymen will be able to bond with
the history of our Regiment. Your current ofﬁcers are working to assemble the history of
the Regiment from the beginning to the current 17th at Ft. Lewis. We will make known
our overall plans at the reunion.

“God Bless the Regulars”
Bruce M. Frazer

SECRETARY’S DESK

It’s good to be king. Well, at least
that’s how the 1st Battalion 17th Infantry Regiment made me feel on my recent
trip to Fort Lewis for their activation ceremony. I arrived a day earlier than most
of the group and was met at the airport by
Larry Haynes, 2Lt. William Ricketts, and
SSG. Joe Massey. 2Lt. Ricketts and SSG.
Massey took Larry and me out for lunch
and picked up the tab. When we were ﬁnished with lunch, we were taken to a place
I tried to avoid my entire Army career – the
Battalion Commander’s Ofﬁce. Larry and
I met the Battalion Commander, Ltc. Jonathan Neumann, and we visited with him
for about a half an hour. Ltc. Neumann
ﬁlled us in on the Battalion’s status, and I
was impressed to ﬁnd out that many of the
Companies were being led by 2Lts.
2Lt Ricketts and SSG. Massey then
took us down to the Arms Room, where we
met Pfc. Brandon McDonald and Pv2 Patrick Roach. These two Pvt’s took the time
to show us all of their brand new weaponry, including the M2 .50 cal. machine guns,
which had never had a round ﬁred through
them. Pfc. McDonald and Pv2 Roach said
they would be willing to set up a static display with the weapons at the activation ceremony so those attending would be able to
check out these new weapons systems. I
thought it was great that these two Privates
volunteered their time so that others would
be able to see these weapons. When I was
at the activation ceremony watching the
Companies standing at attention, I started

to wonder just how clever these two Pvt.’s
were. While everyone else was going to
attention, parade rest, attention, etc., they
were left watching those weapons. That’s
using your head, and I salute them. Every
soldier I talked with while at Fort Lewis
made me so proud of our Army and the
17th Infantry. I want to thank each and every one of you. Show me were to sign! I
would also like to thank Sgt. Robert Pate
for driving us all around on the day of the
activation ceremony.
I know that there will be more coverage of the activation ceremony in this
Bugle so I’ll move on to the reunion. The
2007 reunion is coming up quick and things
are looking real good. Many Association
members have signed up already and more
keep coming in. I’ve talked with a couple
of members who stated they are coming
to the reunion but they haven’t yet sent
in their registration forms. I would like
to stress the importance of getting those
registration forms sent in as soon as possible, so that we can ﬁnalize our numbers
for meals, tickets, etc.
I’ve had several phone calls about
shuttle buses from the airports to the hotel
and we won’t be having a shuttle bus this
year. There are three airports that members
are ﬂying into, and there is just no way we
would be able to support each airport with
a shuttle. Last year’s shuttle cost the Association over $4,000.00, and that was way
too much money.
John Bliss (F Company WWII) sent
me the obituary for William R. Anderson,
who died on February 25, 2007. John
thought it would be interesting to the Association members because we’ll be visiting
the Nautilus submarine during the September reunion.
Commander Anderson was the Skipper of the Nautilus when it made its historic cruise beneath the North Pole in August
of 1958. Anderson and his 107 member
crew were hailed as heroes when they arrived below the North Pole. As the Nautilus inched below the pole, the crew began crowding into the attack center, where
Commander Anderson waited, microphone
in hand. During the last minute, he made
a count down, concluding three…two…
one…mark. Then he said “Sunday, 3 August 1958, 2315 Eastern Daylight Savings
Time. For the U.S. and the U.S. Navy, the
5

North Pole.”
The Nautilus could remain submerged
indeﬁnitely, except for the need to restore
food. There was a jukebox and a CocaCola machine on board, and sunlamps for
those who became claustrophobic. For
those of you that have never been on a submarine, you will ﬁnd it interesting as you
walk from one end of the Nautilus to the
other.
When the Nautilus made landfall in
Portland, England, after 21 days and 8,146
nautical miles (much of the way under the
polar ice), Commander Anderson received
word that President Eisenhower had
awarded him the Legion of Merit and that
his crew members would receive the ﬁrst
Presidential Unit Citation in peacetime.
Commander Anderson graduated from
the United States Navel Academy in 1942
and was assigned to the Navy’s Submarine
School in Groton, Ct. One of his missions
in WWII was to bring supplies to guerillas ﬁghting the Japanese in the Philippines.
He served again in submarines during the
Korean War and assumed command of the
Nautilus on June 19, 1957. Commander
Anderson retired from the Navy in 1962
and was elected to Congress in 1965.
Well I guess that’s all for this one. I
look forward to seeing every one at the reunion and until then, please take care.

“Scouts Out”
Douglas Bell

SCHOLORSHIP CHAIRMAN

I have received three Applications for
the General Quinn Scholarship Award. The
deadline for the 2007 Scholarship Award is
August 31, 2007.
All applications received will be given
to the Board of Directors to review and act
on prior to the Business Meeting, which will
be held in Mystic, CT on September, 21,
2007.
The award shall not exceed $500.00 per
recipient.
Applications are available by contacting
Chairman Larry Haynes @ (941) 423-8643
– e-mail lhaynes02@comcast.net or Cochairman Steve Goodwin – (708) 784-9104
– e-mail sgoodwin@bear.com.
Infantrymen’s COMMON BOND – Part 2
What do combat Infantrymen have in
common?”
There are several things you should
know about Infantrymen.
First, 80% of all combat deaths in all the
United States Wars have been Infantrymen.
The Infantryman ﬁghts without promise of
either reward or relief, because behind every river there’s another hill, and beyond that
hill, another river.
The Infantryman has always fought in
the worst possible places and conditions—
the jungle, the desert, the mountains, the
heat, the cold, or in a swamp. The temperature is either 120 degrees in the shade or 20
degrees below zero – most of the time he’s
without proper clothing and carrying a pack
as big as himself.
That being said, he sometimes does

some rather ODD things – like trying to outrun a bullet.
Actual Infantry combat is not described
or taught in any military training manual.
Only another Infantryman can describe
the UNFORGETTABLE memories of horror
and terror.
That is why there is this COMMON
BOND.
The saving grace is that the surviving
Infantrymen come home, get married, raise
their families, work at their jobs and careers,
contribute to their communities, and enjoy their children, grandchildren, and their
friends.
They once again become human.
But let us not forget about the Infantrymen and all our military that did not make
it home to have this opportunity that we
have had – let’s keep alive this COMMON
BOND.
If you have been awarded the Combat
Infantryman’s Badge and would like to join
the Combat Infantryman’s Association, I will
send you an Application Form. The cost is
$20.00 for two years, or $75.00 for a Life
Membership.

Larry Haynes
Hon.Sgt.Major
Scholarship Chairman
“TO GET THE REAL DIRT, HEAD FOR
THE TRENCHES”
“THAT IS WHERE YOU WILL FIND
REAL WISDOM. “
~ Gen. Colin Powell

VETERANS SERVICE OFFICER

VA Beneﬁt Questions
Q. I have a rating from the Veterans Administration of 30% for a
wound and 30% for Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder (PTSD).

The VA

only pays me at the rate of 50%.
Am I being shortchanged?
A. No. Disability ratings are not
added together, as you might think.
First, you must think of the individual as a non disabled person (100%).
From this individual you would subtract the ﬁrst rating of 30%, leaving
a non disabled person at 70%. Now
take the 30% of the remaining 70%
which is 21%. Subtract the 21%
from the 70% and this gives you
49%. Your actual rating is 49%.
However, you are closer to 50%
and you are paid at that rating.
100%
- 30%
70%
x 30%
21%
subtracted from the remaining
70%
- 21%
49%
paid at 50%
Any further questions should be directed to:

Bob Petzold
5200 SW 25th Blvd. Apt 3210
Gainesville, FL. 32608
Phone 352 548 4906
Easy17@gator.net
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DMOR CHAIRMAN
when he’d lament that if he stayed 20 years to retirement he’d retire at 50. I was 27 years old
at the time and 50 seemed like an eternity. Rick was hard core and he kept himself in excellent physical condition to ably and capably lead 18- and 19-year old Ranger studs. In 1998, at
the age of 45, Rick completed the 1-17 100 mile, 4-day road march along the Alaska pipeline
as the oldest man in the battalion. He asked me before we began how we could prepare for a
one hundred-mile road march, and I told him just put one foot in front of the other. Damned
if he didn’t make a liar out of me when he walked up a very high and very step hill backwards because it was less painful than walking up forward. He proved one could advance
by placing one foot behind the other. Rick and I would serve together four times over a 20
year period. He was one of my closest friends, and we served so often because, everywhere
I went, I dragged him along with me—from 3rd Ranger Battalion to the newly forming Joint
Readiness Training Center at Little Rock Air Force Base and Fort Chafee, AR, and back to the
JRTC at Fort Polk, LA from Alaska. He then was one of my students in the Sergeants Major
Course when I served as the staff and faculty battalion commander after our second tour with
JRTC. His passing was sudden, unexpected, and shocking to those who knew him. Rick was
a stalwart Soldier, Paratrooper, Ranger, Buffalo, NCO, and above all, dear friend. The Army
community will miss him as will I, and I will cherish my memories of him forever.
DMOR AND 1-17 1SG RICK ROBBINS
PASSES AWAY
MSG (Ret.) Richard Frederick Robbins
II October 9, 1953- March 27, 2007 COLUMBUS, GA— Richard Frederick Robbins II, 53, of Columbus, GA. Died at his
residence Tuesday, March 27, 2007. Memorial services were held on Friday, March 30,
2007 in the Strifﬂer-Hamby Mortuary, Macon Road Chapel. Rick was born October 9,
1953 in San Antonio, Texas. The son of Doris Phillips Ostopick and the late Richard F.
Robbins. He had retired from the U.S. Army
after 22 years of service as a MSG. During
his distinguished military career, he earned
numerous commendations and citations. He
leaves behind his wife, Teresa Snead Robbins of Columbus, GA.; one son, Richard F.
Robbins III of LA.; one daughter, Jennifer
Weathers and her husband, Andrew of Ft.
Campbell, KY.; his mother, Doris Ostopick and her husband, Nick of San Antonio,
TX.; a sister, Sharon Clark and her husband,
Danny of Cabot, AR.; and friends. Please
visit http://www.mem.com to sign the online
guest registry. The following missive is Tim
Green’s personal remembrance of Rick.
Rick Robbins was a platoon sergeant
in Charlie Company, company ﬁrst sergeant
of Bravo Company, and intelligence sergeant in HHC, 1-17 Infantry Regiment, Fort
Wainwright, Alaska in a 3-plus year tour
from 1996 to 2000. Rick joined the Army
in February 1983 at the ripe old age of 29.
Rick’s ﬁrst tour of duty was with the 3rd
Ranger Battalion where I was a platoon sergeant, and I received him in my platoon as a
30 year old buck sergeant. We would laugh

1SG RICK ROBBINS
1953 - 2007
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FROM THE COMMANDER

nizant of the example of dedication and
sacriﬁce set by the men of the 17th before
us. The heraldry items have arrived from
Alaska, and when members of the association next visit our headquarters, we intend
to have a regimental room established to
proudly display it all.
I am honored to command your active battalion and to have joined the Regimental
Association. I look forward to having
many more of you get the chance to meet
the great Soldiers that now wear the crest
of the 17th.

“Thundering Herd!”
LTC Jon Neumann
Truth and Courage

“Buffalo 6”

As one of the current stewards of your
heritage and legacy, I am so proud to join
the ranks of such a storied unit. Many
thanks to the contingent of Association
members who attended the ceremonies
here at Ft. Lewis on May 4th. It was a
thrill to have the Association President and
Honorary Sergeant Major help 1SG Ashley and me unfurl the colors in the Brigade
Activation Ceremony and to have veterans
of the 17th hang the campaign streamers
on the colors in the second ceremony. I
truly enjoyed the time that we spent together and I look forward to many other
activities with the association. We’ll work
hard to get some folks from the battalion to
the reunion in September.
Since January, the newest version of 117IN has been busy receiving Soldiers,
signing for facilities and equipment, and
conducting individual and small unit training. We are about 65% ﬁlled and will be
close to complete by the end of the summer. Our Styker vehicles will begin to arrive in the fall. Per the Army model for
building a unit of this type, the general
plan is to build the unit for a year, train it
for a year, and deploy to ﬁght for a year.
The ﬁrst two steps of that are very much
overlapping, and we anticipate being told
to get ready to deploy much sooner than
planned.
As we work hard to prepare ourselves for
the battle in front of us, we’re very cog8

FROM THE CSM

ofﬁcers prevailed, but that will not happen
again!
One last note to the BUFFALO Regimental Association: thanks for all you do for
us current BUFFALOES. CSM Smith arrives at the end of this month and will be
sending his initial column next time.

“Truth and Courage”
1SG Larry Ashley
Hatchet 7

CSM’s update by 1SG Ashley, acting CSM
Greetings from Fort Lewis to all the members of the Regiment’s Association. I enjoyed getting to meet some of you at our
activation events in May. The battalion
continues to generate, and I feel that we’re
on track. The NCOs are developing into
competent, conﬁdent, and ﬂexible leaders.
The soldiers are outstanding. We need to
keep them focusing on discipline. A disciplined unit can and will be successful on
the battleﬁeld, even if under-equipped or
suffering from training shortfalls.
Training in small arms and small unit tactics is our focus right now. Since we are
a new unit and we are comprised mostly
of new Privates, we have to start from the
ground up. WE ARE HEADED IN THE
RIGHT DIRECTION! Cohesion and the
spirit of Teamwork are high in The BUFFALO Battalion!
A few BUFFALO SPORTS notes: The
Headquarters Company Volleyball team
won the spring post championship. Likewise, C Co. won the post cross-country
championship. Softball is now underway,
and C Co. placed 3rd in the preseason tournament, so we are expecting great things.
The 562d Engineer Company, which is attached to the battalion, had the entire company run the eight mile Sound to Narrows
Run in Tacoma, and they placed second.
On 14 June, the battalion’s ofﬁcers took on
a team of junior Soldiers in the ﬁrst of a series of “O’s vs. Joes” softball games. The

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

The plans for our Reunion in New
London, (Mystic) Connecticut are complete and it appears to me that, once again,
we are in line for a memorable time together. Thank you, Doug, for the many hours
you have worked on our behalf. We owe
you a large debt of gratitude.
As part of our tour of The United
States Coast Guard Academy, we will have
the privilege of holding a brief Memorial
Service in the Academy Chapel. Please
help me as I prepare for that service by
sending me the names of members of the
Association who have died since our Memorial Service on September 21, 2006. It
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will be helpful to me if you give me all the
information you have about the deceased
member. You may send information to
me at my email address: jlstrube@ptd.net,
or my USPS address: John L. Strube, 65
St. John Circle, Lititz, PA 17543-2204. I
would appreciate hearing from you as soon
as possible. I do have the information on
our latest loss, President Emeritus, Stu
Rothman.
May I now share my brief sermon for
this issue of THE BUGLE? Whenever
someone says, “I have been really blessed,”
I confess to a high degree of suspicion. I
suspect that the list of what is included in
“blessings” is incomplete. What seems to
be the case, in most instances, is that someone’s business is making a nice proﬁt, or
all the signiﬁcant relationships in one’s
life are going well, or there has been good
news about one’s health condition. Keep
in mind that I’m in FAVOR of life going
well. But what happens when life ISN’T
going well? What happens when my business fails, or my relationships fall apart, or
my cancer ISN’T responding to treatment?
Does that mean that I am cursed by God?
Or, if one doesn’t want to be that bold, that
God is, for whatever reason, withholding
blessings – or worse, perhaps, that God is
for some reason absent from my struggle?
Blessings of God, if we think only of material and physical well-being, leaves us with
a “fair-weather god,” rather than the God
revealed in Scripture. The God we meet
there stands by us and with us when business and relationships are failing, when the
doctors have given up hope, when all of
life’s supports have been stripped away.
This God stands with us when we look at
the open pit of the grave. This God knows
that grave from six feet under.
To know such a God; to know that
the cancer might win, but death won’t; to
know that I might go bankrupt, my family might disintegrate and I end up with
nothing, and yet be sustained, somehow,
for another tomorrow; to be able to look at
the worst that is happening and to know -as crazy as it sounds to anyone else -- that
God is right there with me and will never
abandon me. In all of that, to be able to say,
even in one’s tears, “I have been blessed.”
THAT is to know God. THAT is to know
the truest of all blessings.
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Gil Isham and Clarence Rineck

Larry Haynes with a .30 Cal Machine Gun

Clarence Rineck with Browning Automatic Riﬂe (BAR)

Larry Haynes Presents LTC Neumann a Korean War Map
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PAYPAL & MERCHANDISE

What is PayPal?

http:www.paypal.com

PayPal is an e-commerce business allowing payments and money transfers to be made through the Internet. It
serves as an electronic alternative to traditional paper methods such as checks and money orders. PayPal performs
payment processing for online vendors, auction sites, and other corporate users, for which it charges a fee. In October
2002, PayPal became a wholly owned subsidiary of eBay. Their corporate headquarters are in San Jose, California,
at eBay’s North First Street satellite ofﬁce campus. The company also has signiﬁcant operations in Omaha, Nebraska;
Dublin, Ireland; and Berlin, Germany. PayPal account holders must be 18 or over with a debit/credit card or bank account, and an e-mail address.
To use PayPal, you must have a valid e-mail and sign up for this free service. It’s always free to buy something;
they only charge the seller, and it’s a small fee. PayPal also has an option that would allow us to accept Credit Card
numbers via e-mail or the phone, but this extra service costs an additional $20 a month to use. If this is something
that you would want to be able to do (pay for your membership and/or Association items such as coins, patches, and
even donations via e-mail or the telephone, without having to sign up with PayPal, please let us know, and if we hear
from enough people, we’ll consider the extra cost).
Some of the new options for members via PayPal:
• Pay for your Annual Membership
• Set up automatic, annual payments (membership dues will automatically be deducted from your checking account or credit card once a year)
• Pay for a Life Membership
• Pay for a Life Membership with twelve, $12.50 payments. ($12.50 will be deducted from your checking account or credit card for one year: $150.00)
• Make several different types of donations
• Buy Association merchandise

A. front

A. back

B.

C.

You can use the following form if you’re paying with a check or money order for patches or merchandise that we currently
have in our inventory (we will have much more after we get all of the items that Stu had in his inventory like books, new
Association coins, reunion pins, etc.)

A. Old Association Challenge Coins:
These coins have the 17th Infantry crest on the front and a Stryker and Buffalo on the back. We are offering these at $3.00
a piece or two for $5.00
Please make sure to send $1.00 for shipping and handling. Send form along with payment to the Association’s quartermaster:
B.1-17 “Stryker” Operation Iraqi Freedom Patches:
Highly detailed, embroidered Patches: $5.75
(Proceeds from these sales will be placed in the Stewart Rothman Soldiers’ Morale Fund)
C.2003 Reunion Patches: We have a limited quantity of these and they are listed for $3.00 each. Note: The top tab can
easily be cut off
David De La Sierra
17th Infantry Regiment Assn
134 Red Fox Run
Macon, GA 31210

DISTINGUISHED MEMBERS OF THE REGIMENT ROSTER

Selections for Distinguished Members of the Regiment (DMOR) and Honorary Distinguished Members of the Regiment (HDMOR) are not based solely on military accomplishments during an individual’s time in service, but also on what the individual has accomplished on behalf of the Association. The Chairman of the selection committee is
Association Project Chairman, CSM Tim Green. Nominations for DMOR or HDMOR
should be sent to him at csmgreen@gmail.com
The above badge and a certiﬁcate suitable for framing, as well as orders signed by the
Chief of the U.S. Infantry, are presented to each awardee.
Col. Tom Hickman, HCOR
Lawrence Haynes, HSMOR

HDMOR
Alan Bjerke
JoAnn Brigham
Catherine I. Bryant
Stefania Burke
Mary Jo Camp
Cathy Colley
Leslie Drumhiller
Carolyn Eve
Fran Feury
Charlotte Gallo
Donald Garner
Sally Harvey
Evelyn Haynes
Carol Heiter
John Hillman
Peggy Holt
Mardelle Ingman
Ardith Isham
Richard Kabaker
Ellen Legg
Mark Marques
Helma Mataxis
Roy P. Montgomery
Alicyn Moore
Chiara Murrell
Walter Murrell
David Nethken
Lynn Okita
Alma Rohr
Carol Rosa
Lee Rothman
Margaret Smith

Christy Splechter
Shirley Stoddard
Janet Strube
Marie Sullivan
Mary Watts
Laura Wittler

DMOR
Phillip Albert
Alfred Baumann
Douglas Bell
Clarence Bennet
Paul H. Bryant
SFC Lawrence Burke
Dennis Camp
John T. Carrig
Ralph C. Colley
SM George Crisostomo
Joe E. DeFosse
Louis E. Eve
Andy Ferreira
Eugene P. Feury
Pate Gallo
COL Edward Gibbons
Kevin Gilfether
Eulos Graham
Tim Green
George Harvey
Fred Hatter
Robert R. Heiter
Jeffrey P. Holt
Einar Ingman
Gilbert E. Isham
Ted Mataxis
1SG Matthew Splechter
Stuart Johnson
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Louis Kolb
Jackie D. Legg
Fred McGee
Joe Midyette
Daryl T. Moore
Timothy Mullins
Walter L. Murrell
Robert Northcutt
Mike Okita
LTC James Smith
1SG John Moore
Tony Perez
Robert Petzold
Arnold Prather
Rocky Rayos
Royal Reynolds
Jack Reynoldson
Clarence Rineck
Richard Robbins
James Rohr
Richard Rosa
Stewart Rothman
James Sheldon
Don Shook
John L. Strube
John A. Sullivan
Mack Vereen
Don Watts
LTC Charles Webster
Richard Whitson
Scott Wickland
Jacob F. Wittler
Darron Wright
Neil Young
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We have been finishing up the 2007 reunion details for
Mystic, Connecticut, and will publish a full description of
the reunion activities and tours in the upcoming Buffalo
Bugle. At this time, however, we are making the hotel and
registration information available for those of you that want
to start making reservations and plans.
The reunion will be held at the beautiful Radisson Inn,
located in New London, which is only minutes away from
the Mystic Seaport, United States Coast Guard Academy,
Nautilus and Submarine Force Museum, along with many
other attractions. Rooms are $99 a night, plus tax, and
include a complimentary buffet breakfast. You can make
your reservations by calling the numbers listed above.
Please be sure to tell them that you're with the 17th Infantry
Regiment. Reservations must be made by August 20, 2007.
We will have the large banquet room at the Radisson as our
hospitality room for the entire event, except for Saturday
evening during our Banquet.
Doug Bell has gone out of his way to make these arrangements, which include tours of The Mystic Village, Mystic
Aquarium, Navy Submarine Museum, United States Coast
Guard Academy, Coast Guard Chapel, and Officers Club,
and I'm confident that everyone will be very pleased with
the variety and quality of activities available.
If you have any questions about the event, costs, etc., please
feel free to contact Douglas Bell or me.

Please take the time to register for the reunion by ﬁlling out ther form on page 15 of
this publication so that we can get a ﬁnal count of attendees for the Mystic, CT reunion
activities.
The Association has arranged for the Radisson to block 100 rooms at the reduced rate
of our members. Please be aware that the blocked rooms expire on August 19th per our
contract, so make your hotel reservations soon! It is vital that you tell them that you’re
with the 17th Infantry Regiment Association so that you are sure to get the rate.

The 1-17th Infantry Color Guard, 1-17th Battalion Commander, and Battalion CSM
from Ft. Lewis, WA are scheduled to be in attendance. Stuart Namm will premiere his
17th Infantry/Korean War documentary. There will be a historic vehicle display, as well
as uniform and equipment displays.
Daily rafﬂes and auction, scheduled reunion activities and a few other surprises!
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Pentomic concept: 1957 -1963
Here is a little information on the Pentomic concept which the 17th was under when I was in Korea in 1959 and
60. The 7th Infantry Division was the ﬁrst Infantry division in the Far East to reorganize under the Pentomic
concept per 8th Army General Order 86, dated 1 July 1957. In general, the division went from three infantry
regiments to ﬁve battle groups. The division strength was 13,500 and each battle group 1,400. The battle
group was smaller than a regiment but larger than a battalion and was designed to maneuver on the nuclear
battleﬁeld. Each battle group consisted of 5 riﬂe companies, a headquarters company, and a heavy weapons
company.
The 7th Infantry Division’s ﬁve Battle Groups were:
1st Battle Group, 31st Infantry
1st Battle Group, 32nd Infantry
2nd Battle Group, 34th Infantry
1st Battle Group, 17th Infantry
2nd Battle Group, 3rd Infantry
The 1st Battle Group, 17th Infantry at Camp Kaiser, Korea in 1959 - 60, was commanded by a full Colonel,
Jack J Wagstaff, and had ﬁve riﬂe companies, Alpha, Bravo, Charlie, Delta and Echo. a Headquarters Company
and a Heavy Weapons Company (mortar). I was in C company which had three riﬂe platoons and a weapons
platoon. One of the riﬂe platoons was all KATUSA’s with a US platoon leader and platoon sergeant.

PVT.

MURPHY

Description provided by Association Member, Guy Daines.
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VFW IS BORN

James Romanis, VFW, September 1999, pp. 12-16
VFW IS BORN
This is the ﬁrsthand account of the historic evening of Sept. 29, 1899. It was written by a founding father, James Romanis, for
VFW’s Golden Jubilee in 1949. He wrote it
as though he were an outside observer.
“The world will be kind to you for 10
days,” Col. Teddy Roosevelt told the famous
Rough Riders in a farewell address to his
troops on Sept. 4, 1898. “Everything you do
will be all right.
“After that you will be judged by a stricter code, and if you prove worthless, you will
be considered as spoiled by going to war.”
Born in a Tailor Shop
It was just about one year later, on the
evening of Sept. 29, when Francis Dubiel,
the proprietor of a modest tailoring store, located at 286 Main Street, Columbus, Ohio,
pulled down the shades on his front door
window to let his customers know that his
labors for the day were over. His brow was
furrowed with concentration as he stirred
the ﬁre in the pot-bellied stove in the back
room.
There was an early autumn chill in the air
and Dubiel was expecting company. One by
one, and then in pairs, they drifted in during
the next hour. Finally, 14 men (Simon Heiman, the 14th, arrived late. He had served
with the 4th Ohio Volunteer Infantry on
Puerto Rico.) sat about the room, the glow
of the ﬁre through the isinglass windows of
the stove, and the ﬂicker of the lone gas jet
on the wall, casting ﬁtful shadows over their
somber faces.
The meeting was no casual get-together
of old cronies. The very silence bespoke

the serious matters that brought them into
Dubiel’s store. Jim Putnam, sitting next to
a work table covered with unﬁnished orders,
struck a sulfur match, and puffed with unusual vigor as he applied it to the bowl of his
sturdy briar pipe. John Malloy lit a sweet
caporal, sending smoke-rings curling toward
the ceiling.
A tall, youthful man, one leg resting on
a work bench underneath the gas light rose to
his feet to break the silence in the little room.
The war with Spain had ended ofﬁcially on
April 11, 1899. James Romanis had recently
returned with the 17th U.S. Infantry (Regiment) from its campaign on Cuba.
He looked about the group as though mentally calling the roll of other 17th Infantry vets
present. There sat George Kelly and Jim Putnam. Nearby were Bert DuRant, John Malloy and Oscar Brookins, who was awarded
the Medal of Honor while with the 17th Infantry Regiment. Beyond the stove, Walker
Waddington sat on a high stool, while Simon
Heiman and Charles Click shared a wooden
box, and David Brown, Andrew Grant, John
Clark and George Beekman stood leaning
against the wall under a small window. Dubiel, the store’s proprietor, stood a little apart,
leaning against a stack of bolted fabrics.
Far from the minds of these men at that
moment were the more popular topics of the
day – 5 cent cigars, tandem bicycles, the new
horseless carriages, the daring knee-length
bathing suits and the threatening Boer War in
South Africa.
Desperate Need
“Men,” Romanis said quietly, “you all
know why we are here. We’ve talked about
this among ourselves for several weeks now.
“Thousands of our comrades are in desperate need. Something’s got to be done to help
them. We’ve waited long enough for the
government to act, but nothing’s happened.”
There was deep conviction, a trace of bitterness in his voice. Daily, from the window of
the pharmacy where he worked, just outside
the gate of Columbus Barracks, Romanis had
watched the exodus of discharged veterans,
many of them sick and barely able to carry
their few belongings.
Confusion and uncertainty were stamped
upon their faces. For many of them, their
worldly goods consisted of their discharge
papers and the paltry few pennies of their
ﬁnal pay. Their regiment had gone to Cuba
19

and then to the Philippines.
Some of them lived in Columbus and
they came to the pharmacy where Jim Romanis worked to buy quinine and other medicines in an effort to cure the recurring attacks
of tropical fever, skin disease and stomach
disorders brought on by eating contaminated
food because of a lack of refrigeration and
slow transportation.
Romanis felt a deep compassion for
these “forgotten men” – his comrades who
had volunteered and had fought gallantly to
win the adulation of a grateful nation, only
to come home and ﬁnd their brave deeds forgotten, their jobs gone and their families suffering from hunger and neglect.
Indifferent Public
“The public is indifferent,” Romanis
went on, his voice rising with his indignation. “People are too busy making money
to think of veterans who can’t support their
families because they are sick and unable to
work. Something’s got to be done to help
these men.”
A murmur and a nodding of heads greeted his statement. “That kind of puts it up
to us, since no one else seems interested,
doesn’t it?” suggested lanky Jim Putnam. “It
certainly does,” Romanis replied, with the
entire group chorusing assent. “And what’s
more, it’s up to us also to see that this country is better prepared if we have to ﬁght another war, or if our sons are called on to be
volunteers.
“We know what happened to a lot of our
men because we didn’t have what was needed to protect us from the enemy. I’m convinced many of our comrades died because
they weren’t properly trained to take care of
themselves in battle.
“I say let’s form an organization, right
here and right now, that will ﬁght for proper
treatment for our veterans. But let’s not stop
there. Let’s make it an organization which
will demand that our country be prepared to
defend itself against any enemy in the future.”
The little group listened attentively as
Romanis went on. “If our organization is
going to amount to anything, we have to be
united in spirit as well as in purpose. We’ve
got to think alike on the basis of our own
experiences. If every man who joins our
organization is entitled to wear a campaign
badge, he’s sure to be familiar with the exact

conditions we faced during the war.
“We can’t expect the comrade who served in
camp here at home to understand what we
went through, nor will we condemn him for
that. But we want to organize an outﬁt that
will speak for the overseas veteran. When
we speak up for national defense of a fair
deal for veterans, the people will know that
we speak from personal experience.”
Romanis summed up the outcome of the
momentous meeting in these words: “We’ve
agreed to form an organization – one that’s
going to live and grow long after all of us
are dead and gone. This society is going to
be active as long as this country of ours is
forced to defend itself in hostile waters and
on foreign soil.
“We have the kindliest interest in these
men who are not eligible to join our ranks,
and shall do our utmost to protect their interest as well as the welfare of our overseas
comrades. But this will be an organization
of men who have survived the type of service that earns campaign medal recognition
from the government of the United States.
“We pledge ourselves to work together
for the beneﬁt of our country, and for all men
who are required to serve in our armed forces at home and beyond the boundaries of the
United States in time of war.”
Choosing A Name
As Romanis concluded his remarks,
Walker Waddington spoke up: “We’ve got
an organization, now what about a name?”
Several from the group offered suggestions,
but none seemed to rightly describe the newborn society. Finally, Bert DuRant got to his
feet. “I think I’ve got it,” he said. “What
about American Veterans of Foreign Service?”
“Sounds good to me,” Jim Putnam and
George Kelly chorused in unison. “Me too,”
added Oscar Brookins. It was voted on with
no dissents, and the name became ofﬁcial.
Thus it was under this name that a new veterans group was chartered by the state of Ohio
on October 11, 1899.
James Romanis was the ﬁrst adjutant of
the Columbus, Ohio-based American Veterans of Foreign Service and later commanderin-chief. He died Dec. 7, 1954 at age 76.

THE MEDAL OF HONOR

28 OCTOBER 1944
TWO 17Th INFANTRY SOLDIERS ARE AWARDED THE MEDAL OF HONOR FOR
TWO SEPARATE ACTS OF COURAGE
The campaign for Leyte proved the ﬁrst and most decisive operation in the American
re-conquest of the Philippines and cost American forces a total of 15,584 casualties, of
which 3,504 were killed in action. The Japanese lost an estimated 49,000 combat troops
in their failed defense of Leyte. Their losses at Leyte were heavy, with the army losing
four divisions and several separate combat units, while the navy lost 26 major warships
and 46 large transports and merchantmen in the campaign. The struggle also reduced
Japanese land-based air capability in the Philippines by more than ﬁfty percent, forcing
them to depend on suicidal kamikaze pilots. Some 250,000 troops still remained on Luzon, but the loss of air and naval support at Leyte so narrowed Gen. Yamashita’s options
that he now had to ﬁght a defensive, almost passive, battle of attrition on Luzon – clearly
the largest and most important island in the Philippines. In effect, once the decisive battle
of Leyte was lost, the Japanese themselves gave up all hope of retaining the Philippines,
conceding to the Allies in the process a critical bastion from which Japan could be easily
cut off from outside resources, and from which the ﬁnal assaults on the Japanese home
islands could be launched.
The 7th Infantry Division landed on Leyte at 10 AM on October 20, 1944. It met
moderate resistance on the beachhead, and pushed deliberately toward the Dulag airstrip,
where it met heavy ﬁre which succeeded in stalling its drive. The 184th Infantry Regiment seized the Dulag airstrip on October 21. The 32d Infantry, under the command of
Colonel John M. Finn, pushed inland on the Division’s right, despite heavy ﬁre from
Atmon Hill. The 17th Infantry Regiment, in the center, drove forward on the DulagBurauen road and within two days had captured the San Pablo airstrip, Burauen, and
Bayug. At the Buri airstrip, where the Japanese had camouﬂaged pillbox defenses, the
32d ran into trouble, but by October 27th had accomplished its objective. The 17th,
meanwhile, had taken an enemy strong point south of the town of Dagami, and was driving for the town itself.
In the spearhead of the attack toward Dagami was the 2nd Battalion, 17th Infantry.
They jumped off at 07:30 with Company F on the left, and Company G on the right.
Company E was in reserve, and the heavy weapons outﬁt and Company H were to follow.
Company F’s assault platoon ran into withering ﬁre from pillboxes, trenches, and enemy
spider holes so well camouﬂaged that they couldn’t be detected at 20 yards. Accuratelyplaced Japanese machine gun and riﬂe ﬁre quickly thinned the attackers’ ranks. Private
First Class Leonard C. Brostrom, a lead scout, was shot three times as he pushed through
a bamboo thicket. He saw an enemy pillbox and knew it would have to be taken out if
his company were to advance. Brostrom attacked the pillbox, which made him the target
of all riﬂe ﬁre in that area.
He dashed to the rear of the pillbox and threw his grenades through an opening.
Six enemy soldiers charged him, their bayonets glinting wickedly. Brostrom ﬁred. One
Japanese soldier dropped, the others pulled back. Brostrom was hit again by gunﬁre and
knocked to the ground. In pain, weak, and bleeding badly, he nevertheless managed to
regain his feet and once again assaulted the pillbox.
As he collapsed, the enemy soldiers started running from the fortiﬁcation, to be
killed by Staff Sergeant Paul Doty, PFC’s Howard J. Evans, and Eldridge V. Sorenson,
who had caught up with Brostrom by this time. Another soldier of this platoon, PFC Bill
Schmidt, meanwhile, had gotten a slug in his arm, but had nonetheless attacked another
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pillbox which he ﬁnished off with grenades.
By 01:15, Company F had advanced only a few miles and had suffered 22 casualties. Company G, too, was having its troubles, but
Lieutenant Bill Schade, the company commander, kept his men moving along. They had gone 35 yards into a grove when they hit resistance
of the same sort that had stalled Company F. Their advance was held up by a heavily fortiﬁed enemy position, and Schade sent a platoon to
outﬂank the enemy. Out in the advance of his platoon was Private First Class John F. Thorson, from Armstrong, Iowa. He came upon an
enemy trench occupied by Japanese riﬂemen, and attacked them quickly, ﬁring his BAR from the hip. He was within six yards of the trench
when he was hit and seriously wounded. As the rest of the platoon caught up with him, an enemy grenade landed in their midst. Shouting a
warning and making a ﬁnal effort, Pvt. Thorson rolled onto the grenade and smothered the explosion with his body. He was killed instantly,
but his magniﬁcent courage and supreme self-sacriﬁce prevented the injuries and possible deaths of his comrades, and remains with them as
a lasting inspiration.

THORSON, JOHN F.
Rank and Organization: Private First Class, U.S. Army, Company G, 17th Infantry, 7th Infantry Division. Place and Date Dagami,
Leyte, Philippine Islands, 28 October 1944. Entered Service at: Armstrong, lowa Birth: Armstrong, lowa. General Order No.: 58,
19 July 1945.
BROSTROM, LEONARD C.
Rank and organization: Private First Class, U.S. Army, Company F, 17th Infantry, 7th Infantry Division. Place and date: Near Dagami, Leyte, Philippine Islands, 28 October 1944. Entered service at: Preston, Idaho. Birth: Preston, Idaho. General Order No.:
104, 15 November 1945.
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ON HALLOWED GROUND

From July 6-11, 1953, the 17th and 32nd
regiments of the 7th Infantry Division waged
a deadly struggle against the Chinese.

LAST BATTLE
FOR PORK CHOP HILL
by
Bill McWilliams
At 10:25 p.m. on July 6, 1953, during
a heavy monsoon rainstorm, a thunderous
artillery and mortar barrage began falling
all across the 7th Infantry Division’s Main
Line of Resistance (MLR). A reinforced
battalion of more than 700 soldiers from
the Chinese Communist Forces (CCF)
200th Regt., 67th Div., moved quiety toward Pork Chop Hill. The small, one-company outpost, 500 yards north of the MLR,
initially received no incoming rounds, but
CCF batteries soon expanded their bombardment to the hill. On outpost duty facing the CCF battalion was A Co., 1st Bn.,
17th Inf. Regt.
As the attack unfolded, A Company’s
Pvt. Angelo Palermo said, “It looked like
… a moving carpet of yelling, howling
men – whistles and bugles blowing, their
ofﬁcers screaming like women driving
their men uphill.”
Located beneath the hill’s crest in a
bunker near the company command post
(CP), Cpl. Dale W. Cain heard his radio
suddenly come alive with trafﬁc. From
outguards manning listening posts in front
of The Chop came reports of “enemy in
large numbers.” An ambush patrol from B
Company called from beyond the listening
posts, “We’re coming in!”
In another bunker near the company CP,
the sound of artillery slamming into the
hills and valleys south of Pork Chop jolted
Pvt. Robert E. Miller to sleepy confusion.
“All hell’s broken loose,” he thought. He
left his sleeping bunker and entered the
covered trench heading toward his ﬁghting
position wondering what was going on.
“Go get your riﬂe!” someone yelled.
The assault triggered ﬁve days of savage ﬁghting. Before the battle ended, the
7th Division’s 17th and 32nd Infantry regi-

ments committed 12 additional companies,
plus combat engineers and a weapons company machine gun platoon to hold Pork
Chop. Integral to each company were 20
to 25 English-speaking South Korean soldiers.
Grinding Stalemate
Defenders counted nine enemy assaults the night of July 6-7. While suffering heavy casualties, A Company gave
ground grudgingly. It fell back to an alternate CP on the hill’s south slope and was
forced to give up 35 of its 65 ﬁghting positions, yet held in the face of overwhelming
odds.
In spite of two reinforcing American
companies, the next morning the enemy
held the north, west and most of the east
slopes, and the crest of the hill. The CCF’s
hold on communication trenches between
the east and west sectors nearly cut the perimeter in half.
Defenders held most of the outpost’s
rear, including the covered main trench and
Pork Chop’s lifeline – the access road running from the 7th Division’s rear, through
the MLR, to the armored personnel carrier
(APC) landing at the main trench rear entrance.
The ﬁrst night’s ﬁghting set the pattern
of shattering artillery and mortar ﬁre attack
and counterattack, and grinding stalemate,
with friendly and enemy-held bunkers intermingled. In the succeeding days, neither side was able to drive the other from
the outpost.
Valiant Defense
In Pork Chop’s ﬁnal, hellish nightmare, American soldiers performed extraordinary feats of devotion to duty, courage and sacriﬁce.
A Company’s soldiers saw Master
Sgt. Howard C. Hovey ﬁercely ﬁght his
last battle the night of July 6-7. At age
42, the highly respected “old man.” who,
in WWII, participated in the liberation of
Nazi death camps, expected to retire when
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he returned from Korea.
He died defending the main trench
and company CP against enemy assaults.
This bought time and lives for the CP’s
relocation to an alternative bunker on the
outpost’s south slope. He posthumously
received the Distinguished Service Cross
(DSC).
The swarming enemy isolated A Company’s Pvt. Bob Miller, a South Korean
soldier, and several other members of Cpl.
Charlie Brooks’ squad, in their bunker. An
enemy grenade tore off Miller’s right leg
below the knee and shattered his left. Another squad member, Paul Sanchez, saved
his life with a tourniquet and bandages.
Late in the afternoon of July 7, still
trapped and nearly out of ammo, Brooks
faced an agonizing decision. “Can you
hold on?” he asked Miller. They would
carry Miller into the covered trench outside
their bunker where he could sit against the
wall, alone, with a box of grenades next to
him, and see or hear approaching enemy.
The rest would crawl through the ﬁring
aperture, make their way around the hill
to the medics, and tell them Miller’s location.
He did hold on through the night.
Every time he heard voices approaching
speaking Chinese, he threw a grenade in
their direction. The voices ceased after
each explosion.
On the morning of July 8, he heard a
ﬂame thrower behind him, around the corner toward the company CP. He yelled,
“What the hell are you doing? Cut that
damn thing off!” He breathed a sigh of relief when he heard an American voice say,
“He’s one of us.” Miller soon left Pork
Chop by APC, and later received the Silver
Star.
Cpl. Robert Northcutt was a squad
leader and machine gunner in G Co., 17th
Regt., when counterattacked into a hail of
enemy ﬁre at 3:40 p.m., July 8. Northcutt
recalls, “I lost contact with my company,
had two men killed and others wounded.
We ran low on ammunition, and gathered
weapons and ammunition from the dead.”
Early on July 9, the 17th’s K and I companies counterattacked, passing through
the small defense perimeter set up on the
hill’s east shoulder by Northcutt and other
G Company soldiers. An enemy sniper
opened ﬁre, stalling the assault. Northcutt

responded.
His men saw him become the sniper’s bait, ﬂeetingly presenting himself as
a target. The sniper gave himself away.
Northcutt immediately charged, killing
him with rapid-ﬁred rounds from his pistol. This and other heroic acts prompted
award of the DSC to Northcutt – another
powerful example of Pork Chop’s valiant
defenders.
Eight more DSCs – three posthumous
– and hundreds more decorations for valor
were awarded to the men of Pork Chop
Hill. Cpl. Dan D. Schoonover, A Co., 13th
Eng. Combat Bn., and 1st Lt. Richard T.
Shea, Jr., A Co., 17th Inf. Regt., received
posthumous Medals of Honor.
Shea, a former enlisted man who graduated from West Point in 1952, entered the
Army during WWII at age 17. He was a
much-admired, record-setting captain of
Army’s track team, and could have pursued
Olympic glory if he chose. He didn’t, and
on Pork Chop, as A Company’s executive
ofﬁcer, he fought in every sector of the hill,
leading numerous localized counterattacks
those ﬁrst two days.
A and B companies were ordered to
withdraw July 8, replaced by counterattacking E and G companies. Covered by
riﬂe ﬁre from Lt. Col. “Rocky” Read, the
1st Battalion commander, Shea dashed
along the access road to the east shoulder
of Pork Chop. He was making contact
with A Company’s 2nd Platoon to bring
them off the hill via APCs.
When he saw G Company decimated
by intense ﬁre, and another enemy battalion approaching the defensive perimeter,
he gathered a group of G Company soldiers and launched another series of localized counterattacks. He was last seen in
furious hand-to-hand ﬁghting.

to kill anyone. But when I came off the
hill, I was blood from top to bottom. I was
soaked in human blood,” the E Company
medic said. Only 15 riﬂemen and two
medics of that company did not become
casualties.
Several factors accounted for U.S. casualties not being even higher. Body armor
was one. Use of APCs also helped. APCs
included the older, open top M-39, as well
as newer, fully enclosed T-18s. The latter
was invaluable in protecting wounded and
safely transporting troops back and forth
to The Chop. Finally, a record 115,000
rounds of artillery were ﬁred in defending
the outpost, keeping the enemy at bay.
In Korea’s long-hostile DMZ, Pork
Chop Hill now stands in silent tribute to
hundreds from both sides who still sleep
on its hallowed ground.
Bill McWilliams, an Air Force Vietnam veteran, is author of the forthcoming
On Hallowed Ground, The Last Battle for
Pork Chop Hill (Naval Institute Press).

On Hallowed Ground

Article from Ft Benning, Georgia Newspaper, March, 1985

On orders issued at 11;45 a.m., July
11, the 7th Division abandoned the outpost by 7:20 p.m. Americans suffered 243
KIA, 916 WIA and at least nine POWs.
South Koreans lost 15 KIA, 129 WIA and
17 MIA in the month of July, nearly all on
Pork Chop. The Chinese sustained an estimated 6,050 casualties.
Ralph K. Kramer remembered the carnage
years later. “I was fortunate I never had

President’s Note: Bill McWilliams was at
the 2005 reunion in San Francisco and his
book, On Hallowed Ground has been out
for a couple of years now. I would highly
recommend this book to all veterans of the
17th Infantry Regiment.
Dale Cain, Robert Miller, and Robert
Northcutt are all active members of the
17th Infantry Regiment Association.

GOLDWATER VISIT

GOLDWATER WILL VISIT BENNING
FOR FRIDAY GRADUATION PROGRAM
By Paul Timm, Military Analyst
U. S. Sen. Barry Goldwater, R-Ariz.,
will head a guest list at the graduation of
the 4th Battalion, 17th Infantry Regiment,
on Dickman Field in Harmony Church Fri23

day.

The public can watch an Airborne
5000 demonstration at Eubanks Field at
10:20 a.m., a demonstration of the Bradley Infantry Fighting Vehicle and the new
squad automatic weapons (SAW) on Red
Cloud Range between Martin Army Community Hospital and the Follow Me Golf
Course at 11:20 a.m., and the graduation
ceremony of Dickman Field at 2 p.m. On
display at Dickman Field will be the Bradley and the Blackhawk helicopter. Before
the ceremony, there will be a demonstration of an infantry squad in action.
Goldwater, who was in Columbus as
the 1964 GOP presidential nominee, is
coming as the guest of retired Lt. Gen. William W. “Buffalo Bill” Quinn, commander
of the 17th Infantry during some of the 7th
Infantry Division’s hardest ﬁghting of the
Korean war.
The graduation trainees were recruited
last summer for a three year commitment
to train and serve together as a COHORT
battalion. Although trained as the 8th Battalion of Col. Craig Hagan’s 2nd Infantry
Training Brigade of the U.S. Army Training Center, they came under the colors of
the 17th Infantry on Sunday, when their
13-week basic course was complete.
On that day, Lt. Col Jack Pryor turned the
battalion of newly trained soldiers over to
Lt. Col. Frank Norton and his 17th Infantry cadre who, complemented by Training
Center troops, have gone through a two
week add-on training program.
On March 30, the new soldiers, division
cadre, regimental colors, company guidons will ﬂy to Fort Ord, Calif., to become
part of the 7th Infantry division now completing transformation to a light infantry
division.
Also attending the ceremony Friday
will be Maj. Gen. William H. Harrison,
commanding general of the 7th Infantry Division since November; Lt. Gen.
Quinn’s wife Betty; Maj. Gen. Burton
Patrick, chief of the Army’s Ofﬁce of Congressional Legislative Liaison; and Gerry
Smith, military legislative aide to Goldwater.
The Goldwater party is due to arrive at
Lawson Army Airﬁeld about 10 a.m. and
will depart at about 4 p.m. A press conference is planned at Dickman Field after the
graduation ceremony.

The ﬁrst commanders and 1SGs of the 4th Battalion along with
LTC Norton and CSM Collins. 1985

A 1-17 soldier on the DMZ in 1985

Soldiers of the 3rd Battalion, 17th Infantry.
Circa 1989

17th Infantry Soldiers on Kwajalein during WWII
Glenn Brown, Camp Kaiser with the 2nd
Battalion, 17th Infantry. 1963
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FOR A PAVER BRICK TO BE INSTALLED AT OUR 17th INFANTRY REGIMENTAL MONUMENT AT FT. BENNING
Please ﬁll in the following table and mail to:
Steve Goodwin
17th Infantry Regiment
3916 Forest Avenue
Western Springs, IL 60558
Include a check for $117.00 for each paver brick that you want.
PLEASE MAKE ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 17th INFANTRY ASSOCIATION
NOTE:
Periods, Spaces and-or Dashes All Count As A Space
The Total Cannot Exceed Three Lines Of 14 Spaces Each.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Please complete the following:
NAME:
ADDRESS:
PHONE NUMBER:
WHEN YOU SERVED:
DETACH AND MAIL IN

From The President:
If you paid for photographs from last year’s reunion, I’d suggest turning it in as fraud to your credit
card (if you paid by credit card) or bank, (if you paid by check). I’ve heard nothing from the photographer in the past couple of months, and he won’t return my phone calls. I believe that, at this
point, he’s just stalling for time because most credit card companies and banks won’t reverse a
charge after a year. I also recommend calling and complaining to him personally. He didn’t want
me to give those of you who paid for photographs his contact information for that very reason:
Rowland Davis
Keepsake Studios, Texas
1 - 817 - 750 – 2636
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NATIONAL INFANTRY MUSEUM
1. Parking lot
2. Infantry Museum
3. World War II Barracks Street
4. Amphitheater
5. River Vignettes
6. Walk of Honor (This is where the 17th
Memorial will be located)
8. Airborne Jump Tower
9. Parade Grounds (All Infantry graduates
will graduate from this field)
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Joe Roberts, C 1-17 1952-53

SGT Hanks of C 1-17 1953

LTC Nicolette and Colonel Risden visit a
wounded Buffalo: 1952

Pete Gallo and fellow 17th Infantry Members with experimental “frog suits” 1945

Colonel Risden takes command of the 17th Infantry Regiment: 1952
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LETTERS TO AND LOOKING FOR . . .
President Shook,
The new format for the Bugle is well done and I enjoyed the Feb-Mar issue. I would like to make a small correction on the piece
reprinted from the Star-News by Amy Hotz. In the article referred to, there is some information that did not get transcribed accurately.
I did not say that I did not want to be a platoon leader as is stated in the transcript. I was, and had been, in that position for almost a
year. I implied to the AG that I did not care to be a SECOND LIEUTENANT and it didn’t work.
My only thought on the subject is if any of the magniﬁcent soldiers in G Company, 3rd Platoon happen to read that, they may get the
wrong impression of my feelings about being their leader.
Thank you for your time.
Truth and Courage.
Dan Connelly (LTC USA RET)

Don,
You are off to a wonderful start! That was a superb issue of the Buffalo Bugle! What a real pleasant surprise.
By the way, some members have been surprised that this “Jack Sullivan” is still alive! Please distinguish between the quick and the dead
when a Jack Sullivan is mentioned!
I really felt sorry to read that Colley and DeFosse have passed on. It was Colley who was at a 17th reunion at the old Camp Cook (now
an Air Force base) along with Buffalo Bill when he volunteered to run the ﬁrst reunion of the “17th Infantry Regiment Association
(EAST).”
I made sure that DeFosse was on our ﬁrst board of directors as a rep of WWII. He was badly wounded on Attu in 1943 – the ﬁrst action the
division saw in WWII. I knew something was wrong when I did not receive a Christmas card from him for the ﬁrst time since 1993.
Congratulations and best wishes.
Jack Sullivan
(Alive and Kicking).

My Dad was Edward W. Crook, and he passed away three years ago. He served in the 17th Infantry during the Korean War, but he
never talked much about his time in the war. I think it was just too painful. Mom told me that for a long time after coming home he would
have horrible nightmares. He was not a man who could say things like “I love you,” but he proved his love by taking care of his family.
At his funeral, my uncle told me that he was assigned to be a machine gunner during several battles and that he had never gotten over that
he had killed so many men. I have gotten bits of information from different sources over the years but I want to know more. I sent for
his records from St. Louis, but his were among records that were destroyed during a ﬁre in 1973. Can you give me any Idea where I can
ﬁnd any more information? So far I have learned:
His Service: # 53 151 635
Active Duty: 12/04/1952 to 12/06/1954
Rank: Corporal
WIA: Battle of Pork Chop Hill. He received the Purple Heart.
Assignments: 17th Infantry Regiment, 7th Division
Do you have a roster of men who served in the 17th during that time? I am very proud of my Dad and I would like to learn all that I
can about his time in the Army, not just for me but also for my sons. Any information or contacts that you can provide would be greatly
appreciated.
Thanks,
Ed Crook Jr.
thecrook@charter.net
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LETTERS TO . . . AND LOOKING FOR . . .
Dear Mr. Donald Shook:
I would like to express my deep thanks to the General William W. Quinn Scholarship Program for the scholarship monies presented
to me on behalf of the 17th Infantry Regiment Association and all who this incorporates.
I am honored to have been chosen by the Board of Directors to receive one of the four 2006 General William W. Quinn Scholarships.
I felt that submitting my essay was the least I could do to show my appreciation and respect for what my Granddad and every other veteran
has sacriﬁced.
I would also like to thank you for giving this scholarship opportunity to so many students who are then able to continue their education, reach their goals, and fulﬁll their dreams to have a life of freedom, security, and success. Thank you so much for everything that you
have done for me, my Granddad, and his fellow veterans.
Sincerely,
Megan Prather
LTC Henry J. Van Dyke (Ret.)
37 Diggs Drive
Hampton, VA 23666-1710
757-766-0053
Dear Sir:
I’m seeking assistance in hopes that someone in the Association might have knowledge of a missing Korean War Soldier. I served with 1st
Bn. 17 Inf. Reg., 7 Div. in 1953-54, ﬁrst with Baker Company, then in Delta Company as a platoon leader of the mortar platoon, and then
as company commander. I was involved with the Erie Arsenal Complex and Porkchop Hill battles in April and July (just before the truce
went into effect). While I was a platoon leader in the July battle, I had a forward observer, Sgt. King, on Porkchop Hill. As you know,
we lost the hill and then lost contact with Sgt. King and assumed he was missing in action or died in the ﬁnal stages of the battle. When
we got back into our reserve camp, we still had no word of Sgt. King’s status. Then, a few days later, we saw a person entering our camp
who we thought was Sgt. King, but it turned out that it was his twin bother who was seeking his brother. It was with a heavy heart that I
had to tell him about his brother being missing. I’m hoping that someone in the association might have any information about the status
of Sgt. King and/or his twin brother.
Sincerely,
H. J. Van Dyke

FALLEN COMRADES
Lou Perrin passed away on November 15, 2006. Lou served with G Company (Heavy Mortars) from 1949 to
1951.
Donald Hackenburg passed away on March 10, 2007. Donald served with L Company, 3rd Battalion from
March, 1951 to Aug, 1952.
Woody Arndt passed away in April of 2007. Woody served with H Company, 2nd Battalion from 1941 to
1945.
Rick Robbins passed away on March 27, 2007. MSG Robbins served with the 1st Battalion from 1996 to
2000.
MG Thomas W Mellen passed away in Feb of 2007.
Howard J Chambers passed away on 16 March, 2007. Howard served with L Company, 3rd Battalion from
Feb, 1952 to Nov, 1952.
29

MEMBER PROFILES AND NEW MEMBERS

New Life Member, Dean Thompson (Terryville, CT)
Dean served with HHC (S-3) 1st. Battalion 17th. (Mech.) Infantry., 2nd.
Infantry Division in Camp Casey South Korea from October 1979 to
November 1980.

New Life Member, Elliot Cooney (Woodbury, NJ)
Elliott W. Cooney served as a mortar section sergeant with A company 417, and was FDC for the battalion mortars in HHC 4-17 from 1986 to Feb.
1990 participating in Operation Just Cause.

New Life Members
Elliott Cooney: A 4-17: 1986-90
Michael Treglazoff: 1st and 2nd Battalions: 1988-92
LTC Jonathan Neumann: Current 1st Battalion Commander
Dr Mac Vereen (CSM USA RET) 3rd and 4th Battalions: 1986-93
Lloyd F Young: M Company Medic: 1952-53
Dean Thompson: HHC 1-17: 1979-80

Annual Membership Upgraded to Life
Philip Olt IV: A & C 2-17: 1965-1966
George Lind (COL USA RET): HQ 1-17: 1962-63
James Wilson: C 4-17: 1984-88

New Annual Membership
Kevin Gilfether
C & SCOUT 4-17: 1987-90
Scott Millar: HHC 1-17 Medic: 1984-86
Alan Futvoye: A 1-17: 1986-88
Joseph E. Mulcahy (CSM USA RET): 1st & 2nd Bn: 1958-1961 as 1SG then 1972 to 1973 as CSM
Patrick Neal: 1-17: 1998-01
Justin Trice: 1-17: 2003-06
Thomas J Farrell: HHC 1-17 (RECON PL): 1967-68
(Lineal) Bruce Chase: Father served with HQs 17th: 1941
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